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EXAMINATION OF POOR HOUSES, JAILS, &c. &c. 



Aristarchus Champion, £s(i. •. ^ 

Dear Sir — I fim now prepared to make an exhibit of tlie result of an eis,^ 
amination, which your liberality, with the blessing of God has enabled me to under- 
take and accomplish, to which I have devoted nine mondis' time, and in which I 
have travelled more than 4,500 miles. It may not be improper to state here, the 
reasons which led me to propose this examination. I had become fully satisfied 
that in our efforts to advance the cause of temperance, facts must be our principal 
reliance. I saw one great field yet but partially explored, where a ricli harvest of 
£iets mi^t be gathered. I proposed to you sir, to assist me — to furnish me the means 
— to explore. You very liberally and promptly complied with my request. The 
field to which I allude is Poor Houses and Jails — connecting with them the ex« 
pense of pauperism, as well as the expense of the administration of criminal justice. 
I commenced my tour of examination on the first of July, and have visited all the 
counties of the state, the results of which I hereby submit to your consideration. 

It may excite surprise that I should speak of this as a field but partially explored. 
I do not mean by this, that much had not been said and written in relation to it, and 
iacts gathered and presented having an important bearing upon the subject of tem- 
perance. I do not mean that the most casual observer had not seen that the im- 
providence and idleness which lead to poverty and furnish tenants for our poor 
houses, — that the recklessness, the profligacy, and crime, which people our jails, 
were the legitimate offspring of ardent spirits : but I do mean that the statements 
which have been made in relation to them, have very seldom been the result of a 
critical examination. Of this I was satisfied before I commenced my tour, and in 
the progress of it I have found abundant evidence to show that this opinion was well 
founded. The superintendents of the poor and the keepers of poor houses had gi- 
ven their opinions. Sheriffs and jailers had done the same ; but not a siyigle instance 
have I found where an actual examination had been made into the case of each pau- 
per and criminal — where all of them had been classed. The statements, many of 
them, might have been correct, but they were not knmvn to be so. Ground was ; 
still left for cavilling. This 1 thought possible to remove, and so to fortify the facts 
presented, by the evidence we should adduce, that if incredulity herself would not 
subscribe to their correctness, she should not be able to disprove them. How well 
I have succeeded the results must show. 

The expense of the support of thq. poor has been frequently and correctly given ; 
but I have never seen a statement which even pretended to have been obtained by 
an actual investigation, showing Uie expense incurred in a swv^^ ^-cs^coj^ A^'^ "«^- 



a&'tering and executing the laws relating to criminal justice. I may go further; 

I lliave not found a clerk of supervisors, although many of them are men of the first 

l^ntelligence — lawyers, legislators, and judges — who had ever before attempted to 

collect and add together, the various sums which constitute this item of expenditure,* 

. and I have frequently been amused at the surprise which they expressed when they 

have ascertained the amount. I nave also given the amount of county tax to each 

county, that it might be seen how large a sum was left, after deducting the expense 

of the poor, and criminal justice, applicable to other purposes. I consider this a 

"»ery important part of the object of my investigation ; for however trifling the pe- 

imary evils resulting from intemperance may appear to the christian and the phi- 

nthropist, when compared with those of a moral character, yet while the love of 

money so powerfully influences mankind, and is so instrumental in corrupting their 

morals, it cannot be amiss to remove misapprehensions on this point, and to show 

ihem, that instead of making money by making paupers and criminals, they are only 

increasing their taxes. 

The course which I have pursued in obtaining these statistics is this : I have 
called on the keepers of jails and poor houses — requested them to take their book 
which contains the names, &c. of those committed — ^to go back one year and exam- 
ine each name separately — ^to tell me who was temperate, and who was intemperate ; 
and where the habits of any one were not known, to say so ; while I took my pen 
and marked according as they belonged to one of the three classes — temper ate^ in* 
temperate^ or doubtful. The footing of the three would give the whole number of 
inmates for the year. In poor houses the inquiry was whether the poverty which 
brought them there was occasioned by intemperance — ^their own or that of their re- 
latives. In jails the questions were as to their own intemperance, although as you 
will perceive from my certificates, I occasionally, where I found the names of quite 
young persons, extended my examination farther, and inquired into the habits of the 
parents. This however did not alter the classification. I e mbraced it in my cer- 
tificate only as showing the influence of intemperance in parents, on the moral cha- 
racter of their children, and consequently upon their standing in society, and their 
destinies in future life. I found in almost every jail, some lads from ten to fifteen 
years of age — ^but very few, however, were known to be intemperate ; neither was 
it known that any of them, according to my recollection, practiced on principles of 
total abstinence. 

In giving the information called for, there has, in my opinion, been extreme caU" 
turn used ; but as I was asking for information, I could not of course, dictate the 
answer that should be given — especially as my object was not to obtain some gene- 
ral expression of opinion, but an official certificate — one which it was understood 
was to be published, and which the person giving it would meet in his own county, 
where any error or mis-statement might be detected and exposed. 

I have no hesitation in saying that the facts thus obtained are entirely within the 
bounds of truth, and exhibit a less vivid picture of the evils of intemperance than 
would be exhibited, could all the doubtful cases be ascertained, and these individu- 



*SJxicB the above was written 1 have found iwo exceptions, Otsego and Schenectady. 




als be ranked in one of the other classes, where they nvighc appear to belong. Am 
evidence of this, I would state, that I have repeatedly had the means, subsequent to 
my examination at the jail or poor house, of ascertaining as to many of those classed^ 
ns doubtful in my certificate, and in evej-y case, without a solitary exception, suchs 
information has transferred them to the intemperate, and not to the temperate class. 
As I consider this somewhat important, I would particularly invite attention to the 
supplementary certificate cf. the jailer of Jefierson county. So confident am I that 
there is no exaggeration, that what I exhibit as facts will bear the closest examina- 
tion, instead of soliciting the indulgence of the public, from an apprehension that too 
high a coloring, in some instances, may have been given — ^I here fearlessly, not as a 
mere bravado, but in sober earnest, invite and challenge the strictest scrutiny. 

It now remains for me to show how I obtained my information in relation to tlie 
expense incurred in the administration of criminal justice. This was by &r the 
most difficult part of the business of my agency. The course pursued was this : — 
I called on the clerk of supervisors in each county, who examined the entries made 
of the accounts of the difierent county officers, as audited by the board. Those 
which belonged to criminal business only, were the bills of the district attorney, the 
jailers, grand jurors, justices and constables. (In these were occasional items be-* 
longing to civil business.) The bills of the county clerk, sheriff, and crier we 
examined, and separated the items which related to civil from those which arose out 
of the administration of criminal justice. The pay of judges, petit jurors, and con- 
stables for attending court, the clerk apportioned according to his own judgment — 
in some few instances taking one-half, but generally one-third, and in some coun- 
ties, where the criminal bore a small proportion to the amount of civil business, on- 
ly one-fourth. So much of the pay of supervisors was included as was supposed to 
be a fair compensation for that portion of their time which was occupied in auditing 
these accounts. This, however, and some other small accounts, were entirely omit- i 
ted in a few of the first counties that I visited. In fact, the expense of criminal bu- 
siness, as put down in tlie several counties, will be found, in almost every case, to 
be below the actual expenditure. 

As I have before in substance remarked, the pecuniary considerations connected 
with the subject of temperance, are absolutely so contemptible, when compared with ' 
those of a moral nature, that it is humiliating to be obliged to give the former so 
great a prominence when presenting motives designed to influence the minds of 
our fellow men 5 still, if there are those that cannot be affected except by the love 
of gain — if there is no chord in their hearts thitt can be touched by representations' 
of domestic misery — of bodily and mental suffering — and even the everlasting dis-f 
pleasure of their Maker, we must, however humiliating and revolting to our feel- ' 
ings, let dollars and cents, the god of this world, make their appeal. i 

It now. Sir, remains for me to give the information thus obtained, in doing which* 
I shall take the counties in alphabetical order — omitting the form of the certificate L 
except in Allegany, as it is essentially the same in all 5— giving, however, the ex*? 
planations which are embodied in many of them, together with the names of the of-« 
ficers by whom they are subscribed. And here it may not be improper to remark,* 
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that in many cases, these gentlemen were not members of temperance societies, yet 
I uniformly received from them the most courteous treatment ; and they promptly 
entered upon the investigation, although often at a sacrifice of their own convenience, 
and considerable interruption to their business. There were, it is true, 2k few cas^ 
in which their prejudices led jailers and keepers of poor houses, (more particularly 
the former,) to make the number of temperate as large as possible. In such instan- 
ces, the ^^ particulars*^ contained in their certificates, will serve to explain and cor- 
rect this bias. There are some instances, also, where I did not, and do not believe, 
that the classification is strictly correct. There are a few cases where prejudice 
against the temperance cause, may, perhaps, have classed as temperate those who 
might with propriety have been placed in one of the other classes. Temperance 
men too, I have often thought, erred quite as much, in some instances, from extreme 
caution. The explanations given in the certificates themselves, will be sufficient to 
correct these errors. For instance, where the charges are given on which the tent' 
* pereUe were imprisoned, it is generally designed to show the degree of moral turpi- 
j tude implied in the charge, but the specifications to which I more particularly al- 
I lude, and to which I attach the most importance, are those where prisoners are 
; classed among the temperate or doubtful, who were committed for '* whipping their 
vnvesj^ for " assault and battery," for " vagrancy,' ' " for want of sureties to keep 
. the peace," for *' profane swearing," &c. &c. 

^ Jdifft the explanations I have given, you will, I trust, be able to understand the 
i plan I have adopted — the reasons for it — and you will decide too, as to the manner 
i in which it has been executed. 

In giving the statistics I commence with Albany county. 

Yours respectfully, 

SAMUEL CHIPMAN 



\ . 



• I 

rl 

I 







REPORTS. 



^MrfiMV^^^A^^^M^^^^ 



ALBANY COUNTY.— Ptopntefiofi 53,620. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one menth preced- 
ing this date, 114. 

Temperate, 15 

Doubtful, 17 

Intemperate, «... ^ 

Of the temperate, two for assault and battery; 
one on five indictments lor obtaining money 
under false pretences, grand larceny, perjury, 
&c. makes free use of spirits; four others also 
make use of spirits. Of the doubtful, six are 
known to make use of spirits, and two are va- 
grants. 
/ Of the intemperate, at least twenty have 
i" been committed for (itmsi to their famUie»l The 
' whole number of commitments during the year 
\ ending the 19lh day of November last, was , 
1,216. GARRIT HOGAN, Jailer. 

Albany, 25th Dec, 1833. 

Further: during the past year, I have no 
doubt that there have been, among the priso- 
; ners, at least one hundred eases of delirium Pre- 
\ mens. 

The only death in jail during the year was 
that of a woman, of delirium tremens, 

GARRIT HOGAN, JaUsr. 

A summary view qf this Prison for the past year* 

Imprisoned in consequence of intemperance, 
at least eight hundred and twenty. 

For whipping their wives, or abuse to their 
families, not less than two hundred. 

Delirium tremens, one hundred cases: 

But look a little farther, and examine the fol- 
lowing statemient of the police magistrate : 

Mr. Chipman — Agreeable to your request, I 
took particular notice of every case that came 
before me at the police office in this city during 
one week; and I now certify, that of fifty com- 
plaints of a cruninal character which were 
made during flie first week in January last, 
forty-eight clearly originated in intemperance. 
One of the other two cases partook more of the 
character of carelessness than of criminal de- 
sign. The other was the case of a child whose 
narents are habitual hard drinkers, but are not 
what are usually called drunkards. 

And the above I have no doubt would be a 
i fair average of all the cases that come before 
me during the year, that is, NINETY-SIX in a 
HUNDRED originated in or were directly con- 
nected with intemperance. 

More than TWENTY-FIVE HUNDRED 
cases come under my cognizance in a year. 

J. O. COLE, Police Justice, 

Atbaniy, 20th March, 1834. 
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Alms-House, 

Whole number received into this house in ons 
year, 634. 

Not from intemperance, 1 

Doubtfiil, 17 

Intemperance, 616 

The 17 were from remote towns in the coun- 
ty. 

Of the whole number, 198 were females, and 
at least three-fourths of them were intempe- 
rate, and full one-half grossly so. There are a 
very few respectable and interesting women 
here, but they were reduced to poverty by the 
intemperance of their husbands. There were 
297 persons in the house on the 1st of January, 
1833; so that the whole number assisted in the 
year is 931. 

GEO. W. WELCH, Superintendent, 

Orphan Asytum. 

This institution was founded and is supported 
by individuals — principally too, by the very- 
men who are devoting their time and money 
and influence to the uprooting of that very vice 
which renders its existence necessary. Tht 
original cost of the building and the ground on 
which it stands was $18,0(X). The annual ex- 
pense of supporting it is about $3,000. It is a 
noble monument of the humanity and benevo- 
lence of those who established it. Here, in thia 
group of little immortals, deprived at their ten- 
der age, of their natural protectors and guar* 
dians, of the endearments of parental care and 
affection, is an exhibition of the effect of ajrdent 
spirit, which makes an appeal — an appeal iHiich 
should be irresistible — not only to the Christian, 
but to the patriot and philanUiropist. Let the 
£su;ts here given, which were obtained from 
unquestionable data, speak for themselves. 

The whole number of children admstted tli« 
last year is 99. 

Parents supposed to be temperate, 16 

Doubtful, 11 

Intemperate, (one or both,) 72 

Mothers known to be intemperate, 18 
Instances where both parents are 

intemperate, . . • : 7 

Number of cases in which the 
children have been entirely de- 
serted by their parents, 33 

A little further, look at the following; 

County tax, $34,000 00 

There is included in this, to pay to- 
wards City Hall, 3,750 00 

Leaving as the ordinary tax, $30,250 00 
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Expenses of the poor, after deduct- 
ing all receipts for li- 
cences, $7,500 00 

Expense of crime, 11,870 86 



I 
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Together,. 



$19,370 86 



Leaving a balance applicable to 

other purposes, of $10,879 14 

THOS. W. HARMAN, 

Clerk qf Supervisors* 
Albany, 28th Dec. 1833. 

ALLEGANY COUNTY— Popirfcrfiow 26,276. 

JAIL. 

Number committed for crime since Itt Janua- 
ry, 1832— about 18 months, 67. 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, *» 8 

Intemperate, 49 

Of the intemperate three for whipping their 
wives — one charged with poisoning his wife— - 
two for arson — one for abuse to his parents. 

Number of commitments 88, showing that 
fiiirty-one must have been committed twice du- 
ring that time. JESSE BULLOCK, 

Sheriff qf Allegany county. 

Poor-House in 1833. 

Whole number in the year, 50. 

Not from intemperance, 11 

Doubtful, 5 

From intemperance, 34 

V. THOMAS, Keeper. 
N. B. — ^I have re-examined a considerable 
number of the jails in New- York, which I shall 
add to my first examination. 

Second examination qf Allegany county jail. 

Whole number in a little over one year, 24. 

Temperate, 9 

Doubtful, 3 

Litemperate, 12 

Of the temperate one was acquitted — three 
were lads of 11, 14 and 16 years old, and one 
or both parents in each fiimily were intempe- 
rate. JOHN F. WRIGHT, Jailer, 

Angelica, 2bth Feb., 1835. 

Poor-House — Second examination. 

'' From 1st January, 1836, to 22d Feb., 1836, 
whole number received 20. 

Not from intemperance, (all in one 
family, the mother has fits and 

the father very inefficient,) 7 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 10 

VIAL THOMAS, Keeper. 

Judge Allen, who is better acquainted with 
the pecuniary affiiirs of the county than any 
other man, gave me the following: 

County tax, $12,000 

^or poor-house and farm, 4,500 

X-eaving as ordinary tax, $7,500 

Current expense of the poor, $2,300 

Expense of crime, 3,668 



$5,868 



Balance for other purposes,. . . $1,632 

It must not be forgotten that the $4,500 was 
spent to make provision for paupers, fall three- 
fourths of whom are rendered so by intempe- 
rance. 

BROOME COUNTY Population 17,579. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 18. 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 15 

One of the intemperate was committed for 
whipping his wife; andVwo on charge of rape. 

J. WENTZ, Jailer. 
Binghampton, 17th August^ 1833. 

Poor-House, 

Number received in one year, 26. 

Not from intelbperance, 3 

Donbtftil, 4 

Intemperance, 19 

This house has been opened for the receptiofi 
of paupers about three years, and after critical- 
ly examining into every case, we find tiiat of 
the 83 received in that time, there were 

Not from intemperance, 12 

% Doubtful, 11 

Intemperance, 60 

VINCENT WHITNEY, ) SvperinUndenU 
WM. CHAMBERLAIN, } of poor in 
STEPHEN WEED, S Broome county. 
Binghampton, fiSth Nov., 1833. 

Expenses, 

County tax for 1832, $2,500 00 

Poor, (over and above re- 
ceipts,) $830 32 

Criminal justice, 957 55 

$1,787 87 

Balance, $712 13 

M. WHITING, Clerk of Sup. 

Mr. Whiting also states that after making de- 
ductions of money received for the poor by li- 
censes. 
The expense of county poor 

was, $830 32 in 1831 

" '' " 830 32 in 1832 

" ■ « « 979 56 in 1833 

Purchase money for the &nn and house was 
about $4,000. 

In these three years there have been twelve 
assisted, not reduced by intemperance. 

CATTARAUGUS CO Population 16,724. 

JAIL, 

Whole number committed in one year, 17. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 2 

Intemperate, - 14 

^ The one that is put down as temperate was 
opmmitted for not interfering to prevent a riot 
ill which a number of drunkards were engaged. 

. S. BARROWS, Sheriff. 

mlicottvillet 5th August^ 1833. 



N. B The sheriff adds that two drankards 

were taken out of the street and confined in jail 
until they became sober, who are not included 
in the above. 

I was unable to obtain ,a statement in regard 
to expenses, and there was no poor-house in the 
county. 

CAYUGA COUNTY.— PopttZafion 47,948. 

JAIL, 

Whole number committed in one year, 113. 

Temperate, 11 

Doubtful, 12 

Intemperate, 90 

Of the temperate, one was co^mmitted for re- 
fusing to give testimony; two were acquitted; 
one was charged with secreting property, and 
one was a lad. Of the doubtful cases, the jailer 
says, << From circumstances connected with 
their commitments, I have no doubt that most 
of them were intemperate." ^ the intempe- 
rate he says, "At least two-thmliS WW 6 "coift- 
mitted while intoxicated, and one^third were 
committed as vagrants, which is always coupled 
with dininkenness." One was chargeil with 
threatening to kill his son; one with murder; 
one with breaking collector's office; two for 
abusing their wives, and one with threatening 
to kill his wife. 

SIMEON MOTT, Jailer. 
'^^ Auburn^ 7th Sept. 1833. 

Poor-House,'^ 

Whole number who have received assistance 
in one year, 221. 

Poverty not caused by intemperance 70 

Doubtful, i 9 

Intemperance, .,, 142 

H. WILCOX, Keeper. 
Sennettt 6M Sept, 1833. 

Expenses. 

County tax, $16,064 64, from which is to be de- 
ducted for building a jail," $2,500, leaving as 
ordinary tax,. $13,564 64 

Expenses of the poor the 

last year, $4,634 00 

« of criminal justice, 5,325 40 

Making together, $9,959 40 



This deduction from the ordinary 

county tax, leaves r . $3,605 24 

GEORGE RATHBUN, 

Clerk of Supervisors, 

CHAUTAUQUE CO Population 34,671. 

JAIL, 

Whole number committed in one year, 40. 

Temperate, 13 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 24 

Of the temperate, one was led to the commis- 
sion of crime by a drunkard, and eight were 
young lads cominitted for trifling offences, and 
three of them had dronken fathers. The pa- 
rents of the others I did not know. ^ 

SETH W. HOLMES, Jailer. \ 

Maymllcy 2d August, 1833. \ 



PoorJIouse. 

This was opened on the first of January latt, 
since which time there have been receiTed fi2« 

Not from intemperance, 17 

Doubtful, 13 

Intemperance, ^ 22 

W. GIFFORD, Keeper. 
De WitisviUe, 3d August, 1833. 

Remarks. — Although Mr. Gifibrd was dispof* 
ed to give me all the infbrmation in his^power, 
I was satisfied that a more close scrutiny would 
show a much larger proportion who had been 
reduced to poverty by intemperance. When 
the house was opened these persons were sent 
from different tcwns — some from the most re- 
mote; and the keeper could not have had an 
opportunity to learn the habits of many of them. 

Here again I was not able to obtain the certi- 
ficate of the clerk of supervisors. 

CHENANGO COUNTY Population 37,238 

JAIL. 

■ Whole number coBOJnitted m one year, 33. 

Temperate, 6 

. Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 26 

Of the temperate two were lads of 14 or 15 
years of age; and two were committed for sel- 
ling ardent spirits at a camp meeting. Of the 
intemperate one was G^rge Denison, who was 
convicted and executed for murder, committed 
kunder the influence of ardent spirit. He was 
naturally an amiable, penc^able man. Four 
were committed for whipping their wives; and 
oft the four now in jail, three were imprisoned 
fof this offence. P. B. PRINDLE. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number assisted in one year, 108. 

Not from intemperance, 20 

Doubtful, 14 

Intemperance, , 74 

Of the temperate, four are lunatics, an4 two 
illegitimate children. Of those reihxced by in- 
temperance, there are nineteen women who 
have drunken husbands, and thirty children who 
have drunken fathers. 

E. H. COVILLE, Keeper, 

Preston, 2^t% August, 1833. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $4,834 49 

Expense of Poor, $1,074 

Crime,. 1,800 

$2,870 00 



Balance, $1,960 49 

P, RANDALL, Clerk of Supervisors, 

CLINTON COUNTY.— Popttfa/»o» 19,344. 

JAIL. 

Whole number In one year, 52. 

Temperate, 13 

Doubtful, - 6 

Intemperate,. -. Z% 

Of the tempetal^^l-^^i xftaA»x»fc 'aS- «s^'«>^^^^=** 
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woman, three were lads; two others were yonn; 
m^n from 18 to 20 years years old. 

Of the doubtful, two were sent here for disor- 
derly eonduct ! ! ! Of the Intemperate, one is | 
charged with having killed his son-in-law;* one 
has four wives, all of them living, as he has ac- 
knowledged to the jailer; four for whipping 
their wives, and one other man was committed 
twice for this ofifence. 

THOMAS CROOK, ShBtiff, 

Plattabwrsfh Jon Ut, 1834. 

* This man was hung, and the expense to the county 
attending his trial and conviction, &c. was ^IjOOO, be- 
sideii the loss of time of jurors, witnesses, Xc. 

Poor-House, 

Whole No. received in 1833, 187. 
Of this number there were Ameri- 
cans, 35 

Foreigners, 152 

Of Americans there were. 
Not reduced by intemperance,. . . 3 

Doubtful, 8 

Intemperance, 24 

Of the doubtful, I have strong reasons for be- 
lieving that three were brought here in conse- 
quence of the intemperance of their fathers. 

Of the foreigners. 
Not reduced to poverty by intem- 
perance, 24 

Doubtful, 46 

Intemperance, -•••.. 83 

Of the temperate there were eight of a Scotch 
fiunily. A number of other families were left 
here, while the father went to the western coun- 
try to get a place to deposit them; and I judge 
' they were temperate, from the fact that they 
. have returned with money and taken them away. 
', Of the doubtful, the strong probability is, that 
, a lai^e proportion of them were reduced to po- 
r Terty by intemperance. Of the intemperate, I 
■ judge and decide from my own knowledge ; some 
of &ose whom I have classed as temperate, may 
. have been intemperate. 

H. W. N. RANSOM, Keeper. 
Beekmantown, Jan, 24, 1834. 

!|. Expenses, ' 

County tax, $13,500 00 

^ Oi which there was raised to pay in- 
stalment on poor-house farm, . . . 1,349 00 



Leaving as ordinary tax, .. . $12,151 00 
,1 Poor, $4,519 09 



Crime, 3,589 87 



$8,108 96 



Balance $4,042 04 

HIRAM K. AVERILL, CUrk of Sup. 
■'■ Plattsburgh, Jtm, 21, 1834. 

I In this and other frontier counties, there is 
i ;' great complaint on account of the number of 
'■ foreigners who appear to be induced by our pau- 
I per system, to come over the line and tlirow 
i - themselves and families upon the public, and 
j u mum get their winter's board at public expense* 



COLUMBIA COUNTY PopuUUian 39,907. 

JAIL. 

Whole No. committed in one year, 153. 

Temperate, • 12 

Doubtful,. 17 

Intemperate, 124 

Of the temperate, one was imprisoned for a 
riot in which he was engfaged, and at the time, 
he was under the influence of ardent spirit; two 
were acquitted, one was a lad. Of the donbtfiil, 
one for assault and battery; one was acquitted; 
one drinks occasionally; one charged with 
threatening to kill ; three were lads, and two of 
them make free use of spirits; tiiere is one 
whose person I do not recollect. Of the intem- 
perate, one is a man who was once a very re- 
spectable business man of this city ; became in- 
temperate, and in consequence, deranged. He 
is now at the poor-house. Another was alao 
once a valuable citizen, became degraded and 
worthless from intemperance, and was sent to 
jail, for abuse to his wife and his parents. Ano- 
ther was g^uilty of perjury, which was comitted 
while very much excited with liquor; his^Either 
is a drunloird, and is in the state prison. And 
FOURTEEN wcrc scut here for whipping their 
WIVES, or otherwise abusing their families; one 
of the 14 was committed seven times fbr thia 
offence. There were also 4 other persons (not 
included in the 153) confined in this jail, for non- 
payment of military fines, all of whom were 
drunkards. Several of the intemperate have 
been committed to jail repeatedly. 

EDWARD O. HOLLEY, 5Aer(f. 

Hudson, Feb, 14, 1834. 

Poor-House, 

Whole No. since 6th of April last, (about 10 
months, (received into this P. H. (about 200. 

Not from intemperance, 17 

Doubtful,. 47 

Intemperance, 136 

Of the doubtful, there are some whose per- 
sons I do not recollect; some are transient par- 
sons, and foreigners; others are from remote 
towns. Or the intemperate, eleven AJUi 

FEMALES. 

HARRY HULBURT, Eeeper. 
ahent, Feb, 14, 1324. 

Erpenses. 

County tax, 15,614 88 

Of this sum, there was raised to de- 
fray cholera expenses, to supply 
deficiency in poor fund, and for in- 
terest on old loan, 4,000 00 



Leaving as ordinary tax, .... $11,614 88 
Amount raised for pjor, $7,000 00 

Expenses of crime, 3,400 00 

10,400 00 



Balance, $1,214 88 

WM. 6. HUBBELL, CUrhqfSwp, 
Hudson, March 1, 1834. 



CORTLAND COUITTT-'PoiwIaNMi !9,T91. 

JAJL. 
Whole No. oommkltMl in ona j»Ut S3. 

Temperate, S 

DouUful, , 6 

iDtemperau, 12 

0( the tempenle, two were ladi, ose of whom 
was commiUed fm aMuting hii fktber to break 
Jail; and one was a man eommilted for prolaite 
■wearing I three for aMaolt and tnttery 1 1 

Q. KINN£Y, JoOt. 
Cortland, Sfpt. 9, 1833. 
No poor-house in thii eoon^. 



Coimtr tax, $4,458 57 

Poor, »1,200 00 

Criminal juitiee, 1,173 67 

18,378 87 

Leaving, (2,079 90 

N. B.— The nun of 1,200 wal railed for file 
(iqiport of the poor, tut will ba inaufflcicot 
J. D. P. rRE&R, Clerk if Baf. 
The expenseB of Jodgea and Jnrore, I could 
not ucertain. The amount railed wUl not ba 
■offlcient to defny expenmt the defleit will 
probably be from {600 to $1,000. 

DELAWAAE COUNTT.— PopNUiM 33,034. 

JAJL. 

Whole number eommitted in one year, 31. 

Temperate, 3 

DoubtM, 3 

Intemperate, 16 

One of the temperate waa ■ lad whMe biber 
waa a dnubard. Of On doobtfnl two were 
qaitted on trial, and flie other wu a Mlow who 
waa underwitted — he waa eomwittwl it>r tmai 
and battery. Of the inten^terate, ona ww eoi 
mltUd for whipping- hii wite. 

OZIAS WATEBS, Jailer. 
DaH,3d DKtiOitr, 1833. 
Mr. Walen addi — In the preceding year Ihera 
were twenty committed, of whom three were 
lemperste and uventeen intempenla. Of the 
tempetato, one wai a lad; one wai acqai 
and the other waa a woman, charged with b 
ing the bam of a man who wai in Uie habit of 
•elling ardent ipirils to her huiliand, who waa a 
drunkard. Her aon, who 
convicted of anton. 

Poar-HBUtt. 



County tax in 1839 

Poor, 

CiiBinalJnitice,.. 



Donbttnl,., 



60 

Among Oie temperate are a number of de~ 
ranged penonii and among the Intemperate are 
six wivei wbote hntbanda are drunkarda, and 
fourteen children of intemperate Iktheni. 

B. B. CATIN, Kamer. 
DtUU, 3d DtetmUr. 1633. 



$4,956 

LMTbig a balaaee of $ltM4 

DARISL OODLD, Chrk vfSup. 
DUTCHESS COUNTT.— PepxiotMit S0,9SHi 
JAIL. 
Whole nomber In one year, 81. 






Of&ete . 
Qie oflier twelve yewi oldi one n 
of ipirUit one waa ctunmitted for aiBaii 
batteiyi one wai acqaitted; one wu a w< 
who wa* nnderwitled, and the other wm a 
Of the doDblfttl there were eight whoie penoo* . 
[ do not recollect ; ona wai for ananlt and bit- 
laryr three for thnalaningi one for dlaorderly 
'"' nd two ai vagrant*. Of die inlempe- 
braiMnlt ana battery ) one wai a man 
deranged by intemperance; another 
who wa* onee a vary reipectable citlian, 1* alao 
deranged (h>m (he Nme eauie. Ancnif Ihia 
elan were two men who had each a ion imprl- 
■oned wlOi them. A. nvmber were impriioaed 
)r abnie of tbair fc^lUe*. 

HITLKT raCBMOND, Jailer. 
PoHghlutptU, ITU nbrtury, 1834. 

Whole number aniitad in one year, 443. 

Not fMm intempeiaiioe, S9 

DonbtAil, 60 

IntaBq>eranoe, 354 

Nearly one-half of thoee elaiMd a* tempenlat, 
are idioti or hmatiei. 

HARRY RODMAN, JTeeper 
J>#tifUM]wi(, lUh Deetmber, 1833. 

$21,157 35 



- $19,667 25 

Balance, $1,500 00 

V. D. M. RADCLIFP, CUrk o/Sup. 
Paughtetpiie, 19th Dtttmber, 1833. 
ERIE COUNTY— Pofwlaliim 35,719. 
JAIL. 
Whole nianber committed in one year, 213. 



30 
48 
. 136 
A eomlderable nomber of the intemperala 
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Poor-House. 

Whole number received into the poor-house 
in one year, 235. 

Not from intemperance, 42 

Doubtful, 17 

Intemperance, 176 

A. CALLENDIUl, Keeper, 

I am confident that the keeper was over cau- 
tious in his classiflcation. A considerable num- 
ber of the temperate were Canadians, necessa- 
rily strangers previous to their admission. 

Expauet, 

County tax, $21,526 07 

Deduct for cholera,-. 4,000 00 

Ordinary tax, $17,626 07 

For Poor, $4,797 15 

Criminal justice, 4,500 00 

. $9,297 15 



Poor, $1,342 44 

Crime) 1,646 00 



$2,988 44 



C 
< 



Leaves for other purposes,. . $8,228 92 

N. K. HALL, Clerk of Sup, 

. A large and expensive jail has just been built, 
which must have cost from six to eight thou- 
nnd dollars, and this must have been * included 
in the county tax. If this had been deducted, 
the balance left would have been so much less. 

ESSEX COUNTY Population 19,287. 

JAIL. 

Whole number in one year, 13. 

Temperate, 2 

Doubtful, 8 

Intemperate, 3 

Both those set down as temperate drank fireely. 
Of the doubtful, one was imprisoned for an as- 
sault upon a drunkard who insulted him. Three 
others drank freely. Another makes use of spi- 
rit; his father is a <|runkard. Another was a 
transient person charged with rape. 

NATHAN PEREY, Jaaer. 

Poor-Houae, 

Whole number in one year, 94. 

Not from intemperance, 14 

Doubtful, 15 

Intemperance, \ 65 

Among the temperate, are one idiot and four 
deranged persons, and two that drink freely. 
Six of the doubtful make free use of spirit. 

ASA FRISBIE, Keeper. 

Split Rock, 23(2 January, 1834. 

In regard to both jail and poor-house, every 
observing man will see by the explanations, that 
a majority of those classed as temperate and 
doubtful, were drunkards, or on the very verge 
of becoming so. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $6,600 00 

Raised to pay towards Uie poor-house 
andfarm, 2,800 00 



i.i 



Leavmg,..,.. $3,800 00 



Balance, $811 66 

EDMUND F. WILLIAMS, Clerk of Sup. 
Elixahethtown, 23(2 January, 1834. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY Population 11,312- 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 16 

Temperate, ; 6 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 8 

Of the temperate, one was a lad, and another 
was a girl; the other three made use of ardent 
spirit. Of the doubtful, one was a lad, and one 
was a man that was acquitted on trial. 

AARON BEMAN, Sheriff, 

Mahne, Jan. 20, 1834. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number assisted in one year. 111. 

Not from intemperance, 26 

Doubtful, 30 

Intemperance, 55 

HIRAM J. DUNHAM, Keeper. 

Malone, Jan. 18, 1834. 

Remarks. — ^A considerable number of the tem- 
perate are persons belonging to families, the la- 
thers of which, have left them to be provided 
for here at the public expense ; while they have 
gone to the west to provide places to which to 
remove their families in the spring. Here too, 
as in the other counties bordering on Canada, 
many of the inmates are foreigners. 

Expenses. 

County tax, $4,148 73 

Poor, $1,396 67 

Crime, 1,532 00 

$2,927 fft 



Balance, $1,221 06 

A. WILSON, Clerk of Sup, 
Malone, i8th Jan. 1834. 
N. B. The expense of supporting the poor is 
certified to by BENJAMIN CLARK. 

One of the Sup. of the Poor, 

GENESEE COUNTY Population 52,147 "^ 

JAIL. ^ 

Whole number committed in one year, 78. 

Temperate, 21 

Doubtful, 6 

Intemperate, 51 

Most of the 51 were confirmed drunkards, anu 
a large proportion were brought here while L* 
toxicated. One was an Indian, who killed }/n 
wife when drunk; one was committed for stri- 
king his son with an axe; one was a tavsxn 
KEEPER, who killed a drunkard in self-defence ; 
one for whipping his father, and foUr men for 
whipping their wives! — -• 

NATHAN TOWNSEND, Jailer. 
Remark. — ^Here is nothing placed to the ac- 
count of ardent spirits, which they do not clearly 
deserve. 



PaBr.Hmte. 
The wbole muDbar of puqtert received linM 
Dec. lOtH, 1633, to July, 26tb, 1S33, ii 177. 

Not iktm iatemperaaee, 16 

Doubtful, 89 

iQlempenmcet . . . ^ 93 

Bxplanaiioru — Ai this examination wu not 
mute when 1 waa present, the keeper did Dot 
take the same conne that I have nnully doae. 
I will Iherelbre g-ive hli own mmli and expla- 
natory remarka : 

Whole nnraber, 177. 

Habitually intempatale 31 

By the intemperance ot others.. , . 62 
Those of whom no dc&nite knowl- 
edge ii obtained, 69 

Kot kaowD to be intemperate, 16 
or those of whose case no definite knowledge 
can be had I should preaume, from what 1 have 
learned and pbaerved, that nearly, if not quite 
one-half of the cases, owe their misrortune to 
Intemperance, directly or indirectly. 

Of those nuiked ai temperate, there are fonr 

idiot), and three hare epileptic fita, which leavei 

but eight who can with «Jiy thing like propriety 

be called temperate. I 

ASA ATdULL, Kttptr. 

Gonnty tai, $13,374 00 ' 

Itaduct to pay debts of Poor-Houae, 1,546 43 ! 



Whole number hi one year preeedins the Id 
Oel. 1S27. Kt which time Uie Poot-Hmim w 
Ant opened, 110. 

Temperate, 29 

Doubtful, , 13 

Intemperance, 68 

Of the teraiwrate, one waa an idiot iriioie ih- 



Leaving as ordinary lax,. . . (11,827 57 

Poor, $3,437 75 

Crime, 6,230 41 

8,668 16 



per] aeren others were idiolai Ibnrw 
one Wat the wife of aa inlampeiate mechaniei 
one was a mute, whoea paranli are not known ) 
one insane penoa Ibr afc keeping' Ot Oa 
Jonbttul, a number uv tteMMl ai neb, beean 
«e do not recollect ftdr pwioai ; ami one w 
a lad whoee moflier wai intemperate. 

ELISHA BLACKMAR, ( **"* *"''• 

Cairo, Dec.2i, 1833. 

The reason that I applied to the oboTe fen* 
demen for infonnation waa, there had been 
within a few days a change ot keepen.. The 
present one could not, of course, give the infor- 
mation required, and the late one wal absent o 
1 journey. The reason of our taking a year to 
1^ back, was, that these gentlemen liad not in 
dieir potsestioii tlie names ot the paupers dnrin( 
any otlier year. 

Coaaty (ax,.. $13,160 97 

Criminal Justice,,.-. $4,256 11 

Poor, fas near as can be 

obtained, there being 

no report of Snp'ls,) . 6,204 4Z 

$10,610 S3 



Balance for other parpoiea,. $3,169 41 ' 
HOSES TAGOART, Clerk of Sup. 

OKEESR COUNTY PopuUlioti 29,535. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed lince the 6th of 

May last, at which timel took charge of the Jail, 

Temperate, 10 

Doubtful, 8 

Intemperate, 24 

Ot the doubtful, 3 for assault and battery I > 
One of them twice for Oiat olTenee (?) one for 
ataaolt and battery on a female 1 I I Two of 
fliem drank freely. Ot Ibe intemperate, one 
was for burglary, (to steal mm;) one (6r threat- 
ening to kill, and tito for whippmg their wives. 
The jailer afler giving me the above facts, de- 
elined signing it, teat be abonid injure the feel- 
iogt of indiridnalt. The following is tiom the 
late jailer: 
Whole No. in the year, 26. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 24 

D. STOCKING, Lait JaUtr. 
CaUkiU,Dee.aDlh, 1833. 



Balance, $2,648 M 



HERKIMER COUNTY_Pe}>tiJali#n 35,660. 

JAIL. 

Whole nnmber committed in one yeu, 49. 

Temperate, 6 

Soubtrui, .■ 7 

Intemperate, 37 

Of the temperate, one waa a fbrrigner, tor 
robbery; two were lads; one man wat eonyieU 
ed of horse stealing, but the Oovemor haa par- 
doned him under the recommendation of tha 
court, from a belief that there was a mistake In 
Ibe witnesses as to the identic of the person. 
Of the doubtful, one waa a female ) two men toi 
want of sureties to keep the peace 1 1 and o» 
other drinks freely. 

F. B SPINNER, Jailtr. 
HerJamer, Jan. 3d, 1833. 

PaoT.Hvtite. 
Whole ntmber received in one year, 12S 



Notfc 
Doubtful, . 
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rable number. Of (he doabtftil, all but three or 
Door (and these are from remote towns in the 
eouBty,) are transient persons. 

JAMES DEL0N6, Keeper, 
€femutn Flats, Jan. 4. 1834. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $10,606 80 

X this snm was raised to pay for 
JaU and debts, 2,000 00 



Leaving as ordinary tax,. . . $8,606 80 

Poor, $3,000 00 

Crime, 3,403 60 

L— 6,403 60 



Balance, $2,203 20 

A. OSBORN, Clerk of Sup, 
Herkimer, Jan. 3d, 1834. 

A second examination of this jail, some 3 or 4 
Srears after, gives the following result: 

Whole No. in the year, 71. 

Temperate, 5 

Doubtful, 18 

Intemperate, 48 

Of the doubtful, propably a majority were in- 
' temperate. 

' F. E. SPINNER, SheriBT- 

I Of the above, 23 were foreigners, and 21 for 
I assault and battery. 

j JEFFERSON COUNTY Population 48,515. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 98. 

Temperate, 22 

Doubtful, 8 

Intemperate, 68 

Of the temperate, ten were lads from 10 to 17 
years of age, and one or both the parents of five 
of them were intemperate. The habits of the 
parents of four others I do not know. The pa- 
rents of one only are known to be temperate. 
Of the intemperate, twenty-six were intoxicated 
when committed. One was committed on charge 
of arson, and nine for whipping their wives, 
or for other abuse of their fiimilies. 

Supplementary Certificate. — I further certify 
that on the 18th , 1829, 1 commenced ma- 



king an examination of every prisoner commit- 

jfad to jail, as to his habits in regard to the use 

.of ardent spirits, making an entry of the result, 

at the time, against each name; and I continued 

to make such examination and entry, as appears 

'. from my book, until the 15th January, 1830 — 

' neariy rix months. During that time there were 

* 30 persons committed, and I find that I classed 

them as follows : 

Temperate, 4 

Doubtful, 7 

' Intemperate, 19 

But I have since ascertained that of the seven 
.. whom I put down as doubtful, five were intem- 
: 'perate; and with respect to the other two, I 
have no means of ascertaining any thing further 



\.f 



BS to their habits. 



J. BEALLS, Jailer. 



Poor-House. 

Whole number assisted since November laat, 
(about 10 months,) 187. 

Not reiluced to poverty by intem- 
perance, 43 

Doubtful, 18 

Intemperance, 126 

SETH OTIS, Keeper 

It is more than probable thst the above cer- 
tificate attributes much less to intemperance, 
than a more thorough knowledge and serutinj 
would exhibit. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $14,462 30 

Poor, $3,425 94 

Criminal justice, 5,507 73 

8,933 67 

Balance, $5,528 63 

M. W. GILBERT, Clerk of Sup, 

Mr. Gilbert says that the saving of expense to 
the county by the adoption of the County Poor- 
House system, is about $10,000; an important 
fact for those states who still support their poor 
in the several towns. 

KINGS COUNTY Population 20,535. 

JAIL. 

Number committed in the month of Januafy 
last, 31. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 5 

Intemperate, 25 

There were about 200 committed last year. 
JONA. JACKSON, Keeper of the CeUs. 
Brooklyn, 28M February, 1834. 

N. B. The Jail of this county has been^umed, 
and the cells under the market are used as a plaea 
of temporary confinement. 

Kings Co. Penitentiary, (which is eoa- 
nected with the poor-house,) for 4 months, tIje : 
from 1st Aug^t to 1st Nov. 1835. 

Whole No. committed, 67. 

Temperate, 5 

Doubtfiil, 14 

Intemperate, 48 

Of the temperate, two were lads, for asaanlt 
and battery; their Catbers were drunkards. Of 
the intemperate, one was deranged by intempe- 
rance; FOBTT for assault and battery; thirteen 
husbands forwhlpping their wives; four females 
for assault and battery on other Cemales, and four 
women for whipping their husbands. 

THOMAS BAISLET, Keeper. 

A son of Mr. Baisley, gives the following ■• 
the statistics of the Penitentiary, for the year 
preceding the 2d Nov. 1835 

Whole No. 138. 

For assault and battery, 80 

Felony, 35 

Disorderly conduct, 23 

And the people foot the bill, and liceaM Am 
sale of that which causes it. 
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Poor-Hoif«e. 

/hole number reeeiyed, 395. 

Not from intemperanee^ 37 

Doubtful,. 97 

Intemperance, 261 

Of a large proportion of fhoie classed as doubt- 
ful, I do not recollect even their persons. I 
have very little doubt, however, that most of 
them became paupers from intemperance. 

THOMAS BAI8LEY, Keeper, 

Flatbueh, L. L Feb, 27M, 1834. 

ExjpenBes* 

County tax, $20,000 00 

Of this was raised to pay cholera 
expenses, 7,769 49 



Leavmg as the ordinary tax, $12,230 61 

Poor, $4,719 40 

Crime, 5,197 69 

. 9,917 09 



Balance, $2,313 42 

The county fell in debt the same year, and au- 
thorized the treasurer to borrow $6,000. 

JEREMIAH LOTT, Clerk, of Sup* 
Flatbush, L. /. Feb. 27<A, 1834. 

LEWIS COUNTY Populatum 14,968. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 4. 

Temperate, 1- 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, 3 

D. 8. BAILEY, Jmler, 

The one put down as temperate, has been an 
intemperate man, but it was supposed had re- 
formed. 

Poor-Hotue, 

Whole number in one year, 21. 

Not from intemperance, 4 

Doubtftil, , ^ . . 8 

Intemperance, 9 

Of the doubtful, one is a vag^rant, and two 
were foreigners. 

EBENEZER CASEY, Keeper. 
LouwiUe, 3Ut Aug. 1833. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $2,114 46 

Poor tax, $1,130 49 

Crime, 539 65 

1,670 14 



Balance, $444 32 

DAVID MILLER, 
President if the. Board of Sup. 

LIVINGSTON CO — Population 27,719. 

JAIL, 

Whole number in one year and a half, 47. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 45 



.«;^ 



I have had charge of this jail, eith^ 
sheriff or jailer, since the organization of llie 
county, ten years, and I give it as my decided 
opinion, that nineteen-twentieths of those iHio 
have been imprisoned on criminal ehargest 
have been more or less intemperate. 

RUSSEL AUSTIN, JoOsr. 

Oeneseo, 3d July, 1833. 

Poor-House, 

Whole number assisted in one year, 146. 

This was the first poor-house I examined, 
and I did not extend my inquiries any forther 
than as to the fifty who were inmates at the 
time. 

Not reduced to poverty by in- 
temperance, 4 

Doubtful, 11 

Intempe'rance, 36 

SAMUEL STEVENS, Keeper. 

Expenses. 

County tax,. . . ; $8,362 43 

From this should be deducted as extra 
items of expenditure, increasing 
the tax above the ordinary amount, 
$3,000 for a bridge, and $1,240 32 
to pay an instalment on poor-house 
farm, 4,240 32 



This leaves the ordinary county tax. $4,122 11 
From this deduct expense of, 

poor, $2,000 

CrinUnal jusUce,.. 1,500 

3,500 00 

And fliere is left for other purposes, $622 11 
O. M. WILLEY, Clerk of Sup. 

MADISON COUNTY Popuiatum 39,037. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 26. 

Temperate, 2 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, • 24 

Of the temperate, one was a respectable man 
of color who was subject to sixty days impri- 
sonment from a train of circumstances origina- 
ting in the intemperance of his wife. His im- 
prisonment has not in the least diminished the 
confidence of the community in his integ^ty. 
The other was a man of violent tempej^ who 
had been excommunicated from a church, and 
afterwards attempted to read a vindication of 
his conduct in a religious meeting, on fhm flab« 
bath, and persisted in his disorderly oondnot 
after he had been warned to desist. Of the in- 
temperate, one was a lad who had spent one 
year in the Circus, three as a canal driver, and 
some time as a waiter on board a steamboat. 
He is now in the house of relhge. Another 
was convicted of stealing sheep; two of steal- 
ing the sum of $1 .50 which they expended for 
a share in a lottery ticlcet; one of arson; one 
was committed for stealing one shilling, and 
was confined sixty days. He says he has sp*^K^ 
(and probably it is true^'i «. v^^^^"*^ ^^^ v>$*^ 
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in ardent spirit, and its concomitant vices. An- 
other who has been twice in state-prison, is now 
in jail for stealing a horse. 

Mr. Palmer informed me, in November, he 
had ascertained since giving the above state- 
ment, that the colored man above spoken of, 
was intoxicated at the time the act was commit- 
ted^ for which he was imprisoned. 

' Poor-Htnue, 

Whole number assisted in one year, 120. 

Not from intemperance, 32 

i Doubtful, 18 

I Intemperance, 70 

1. Among the temperate, were three deranged 
persons sent here for safe keeping; also, one 
idiot and one mute. 

ICHABOD AMMIDEN, Keeper, 
Eaton, Aug, 2l8t, 1833. 

The number received into the poor-house, 
during the year, was 59. 

Not from intemperance, 7 

I>oubtfuI, 9 

Intemperance^ 43 

Expenses, 

f Comity tax, $6,600 00 

From this debt for cholera ex- 
penses, $500 

For repairing court-house, . . . 500 

1,000 00 



I 



t 



Leaving, $5,600 00 

Poor, $2,422 12 

Crime, 2,320 30 

4,742 42 



i: 
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Balance, $857 58 

EPENETUS HOLMES, Clerk of Sup. 

MONROE COVNTY. -^Population 49,863. 

It is necessary to explain here in relation to 
the poor in this county. After examining the 
poor-house, I found Uiat although the distinc- 
tion between the town and county, poor was 
still kept up here as in a few other counties, yet 
some town poor were sent to the county poor- 
house, and the overseers of the poor in the two 
towns of Gates and Brighton, in which the city 
of Rochester is situated, had also afforded relief 
to 390 county paupers. I found it necessary 
therefore, in order to effect my object to obtain 
the certificates of all those individuals. 

I will however, instead of giving the certifi- 
cate of Jacob Pound, Keeper of the poor-house, 
and those of Wm. C. SmiUi and Mathew Mead, 
Overseers of the towns named above separately, 
give a ■ommary of them all, which is as fol- 
lows: 

Whole nnmbttr assisted at the poor-house, as 
well as out-door poor, both town and county^ 
1,020. 

Not from ^itemperance, 146 

Doabtftil 224 

Intemperance, 650 

July, 1833. 



Remarks — A considerable number of those 
classed as doubtful were in the poor-house but 
a short time — some of them ran away after bar- 
ing been there only a few hours—others were 
children, whose parents died with cholera^ and 
of whose habits nothing was known. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year^ 279. 

Temperate, 

Doubtftil, 3^ 

Intemperate, 245 

A majority of those classed as doubtful were 
boys from 10 to 15 years old, and females. Gf 
the whole number 249 were males and 30 fe- 
males. For the last nine months there. h|tf been 
a diminution in the number of persons brought 
to this jail of 7 or 8 per month. 

EPHRAIM MOORE, Jaiier. 

Expenses, 

County tax, (1832,) $23,600 00 

Expense of cholera and building 
jail, 6,000 00 



Leaving, $18,500 00 

County poor, $5,511 12 

Crime, 8,000 OO 

13,611 12 



Balance, $4,988 88 

A. 6. ALEXANDER, Clerk of Sup. 

In relation to the expenses of poor, I obtain- 
ed my information from Wm. S. Bishop and 
Harvey Humphrey, Esqrs. 

There was also about $5,000 raised by the 
towns to support their own poor. 

I add the following certificate, which the 
gentlemen were so obliging as to furnish me: 

'^ Of the number of criminals brought before 
us for trial, seven-tenths were in a state of in- 
toxication when before us, or when the crime 
was committed." 

S. HAMILTON, J. P. 

A. S. ALEXANDER, J. P. 

Rochester, Aug. Sth, 1833. 

MONTGOMERY CO — Population 43,594. 

JAIL. 

Whole number in one year, 72. 

Temperate, , . 16 

Doubtful, ^ 9 

Intemperate, .^ 47 - 

Two of the temperate were boys— one man 
was acquitted on trial — two threatening — one 
assault and battery — three made use of spirits- 
one of them was sent here for assault and bat- 
tery committed when he had been drinkin|^ 
freely — one other was committed for pro&ne 
swearing, and one was a female. Of the doubt- 
ful one was a vagrant — one was committed for 
assault and battery — and one for profane swear- 
ing. 

Of the intemperate one was sent here for 
abusing his family. 

ISAAC JACKSON, Sherif. 

Johnstown, Jan. 2d, 1834. 
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Pomr-Htmu, 

Whole number received into -the poor-houie 
in one year, 156. 

Not from intemperance, 39 

Doubtful, 24 

Intemperance, -. . 93 

ELIJAH WILCOX, Keeper, 

Expenses, 

County tax, $13,087 00 

Of this sum there was raised to pay- 
old arrears, 1,200 00 



LeaTing as the ordinary tax, $11,887 00 

Poor, , $2,500 00 

Crimes, 4,667 23 

7,167 23 

Balance, $4,719 77 

Mr. Reynolds, the Clerk of Supervisors, was 
absent; but his partner made a thoroug^h exami- 
nation of the accounts, and Mr. R. has since 
told me he had no doubt of its correctness. 

NEW-YORK.— Popitlafion 203,007. 

Return of the number of persons committed to 
the City Prison and Bridewell of the city of 
New-York, during the year 1833, for the fol- 
lowimg crimes, viz: 

Murder, 5 

Rape, . « 4 ^ 

A. and B, with the intent to kill,. 6 

Perjury, ^ 6 

Foi^ery, - 31 

Fraud, 9 

Burglary, 46 

Bigamy, 4 

Receiving stolen goods, 18 

False pretences, 18 

Highway robbery, 6 

Grand larceny, 164 

Arson, 4 

Petit larceny,- 666 

Disorderly hoiuies, 28 

Bastardy, n. 9 

Assault and battery, 1143 > 

Disorderly conduct, 311 5 

Rioting, 3 

Revolt, 13 

Kidnapping, 1 

Nuisance, ^. 1 

Misdemeanors not included in the 

above, 63 

Prisoners covimitted under the five 

days act, for intoxication, 507 

3066 
Committed for examination, 3112 
Committed in ftxll on examination, 909 
Discharged on examination, . .<. . 2096 
Committed to Penitentiary on ex- 
amination, 59 

** House of Refuge, 13 

" Aims-House, 29 

«* Asylum, 6 



Deduct the number fully commit- 
ted, from the whole number ex- 
amined cases, 



r' 



909 



3112 



2203 

Committed during the year, .... 5269 

Sent to the Penitentiary in 1833, as vagrants^ 
800, all of whom were mtemperate; 507 were 
committed expressly for drunkenness. There 
was a law at that time punishing the drunkard 
with five dayv imprisonment. Also thirty-five 
hundred persons selling liquor according to 
law ! ! Probably thirty-five hundred police of-^ 
ficers and their assistants were required to take 
care of the drunkards they made, ^d how 
many persons would be required to earn money 
enough to pay the expense. The abpve statis- 
tics were given by 

S. H. JAQUES, Dep, Keeper. 

New-York, Feb. 24^, 1834. 

AhM'House. 

The whole number of paupers supported in 
the alms-house during the year 1833, was 5,179; 
of which number, nine-tenUis were such Crom 
intemperance, directly or indirectly. 

The number relieved or supported out of the 
house, for 1833, was 3,830 families, average 
five persons in each, making 19,150. Of this 
number it is probable that three-fourths are 
from intemperance, directly or indirectly. This 
may appear as a very great average, but ttie 
great number of aliens, which are continaalljr 
pouring into the city from all quarters, and theb 
confirmed habits of intoxication are such, that 
if either head of a large family gets out of em- 
ploy, they almost immediately come on the 
public for support. This being the &ct, it will 
appear evident that either the great cause of 
poverty is intemperance, or that it induces those 
habits of laziness and idleness, which lead to 
poverty. The amount expended in the support 
of the inmates, over and above their earning 8|, 
was $92,040 17: less by $6,000 than the year 
previous. E. M. GUION, 

Clerk of the Alms-Houee. 

BeUevue, Feb. 21, 1834. 

House of Refuge, 

For the sake of brevity, I omit the remarks 
which were contained in the previous edition 
of my report in regard to the admirable manner 
in which this excellent institution is mahaged-— 
its order, neatness and excellent arrangemenli^ 
combining comfort and security. Mr. Harty 
the superintendent, gave me five of their annual 
reports, commencing with the fifith. In the 
sixth there is the following auminety of the 
preceding six years: 

•< Character of the parents of chiltovi rteeived 
into the Refuge since it was OffVied on the 
1st of January, 1825." 

Parents been^ in Bridewell, 35 1 Penitentiary^ 
16; State Prison, 2; Intemperate, 464; HooMt 
of ill-fame, 9; parentaeUo^ «3BS2iJ&aEA^>>^ 
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]0; parents receiving the avails of s'ealing, 8. 

The whole number roceive.l in six years, 8/4. 

Boys, 668 

Girls, 206 

Mr. Wood, Assistant 'Superintendent, after a 
critical examination of the entries on their 
books for the last year, ^ve me the following: 

Whole number received, 129. 

Both parents intemperate, 36 

Where one was inlempcnite, .... 25 
Where parents are not known, or 
are supposed to be temperate, 
the children are themselves in- 
temperate, 22 

Where one or both paren's and 
children are intemperate, 8 

I add the following valuable ccraficate from 
Mr. Hart, the Superintendent. 

Mr. Chipman, 

Dear Sir, — From full and satisfactory proof, 
we know that a consitlerab'.e more than half of 
the parents of the children committed to this 
institution are decidedly intemperate; but from 
our own observation and experience for sevcml 
years past, we have no hesitation in indulging 
in the belief that nine-tenlhs of the parents 
whose children come under our care, are in- 
temperate, cither one or bo:h; and it is ])ainful 
beyond degree, occasionally to see a fine mother 
visiting her son or daughter at Uie Refuge; and 
our minds are frequently led to wonder that 
such a parent should have been so unfortunate, 
as to have a beloved child wander from the 
paths of propriety and rectittide; but alas! — 
when the whole story is told, the father had be- 
come intemperate, and the care and sustenance 
of her large family of children devolved upon 
a mother, who but recently was in afiluent, or 
comfortable circumstances; now has to leave her 
babes to take care of each other, while she is 
obliged to go out to the wash-tub, and her off- 
spring are going astray, while the father may be 
found in a grog shop or porter house. 
Respectfully, yours, 

N. C. HART, 
Sup, House of Rrfuge. 

New- York, Feb, 26, 1834. 

As Dr. McDonald, the Physician of the 
Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum, was not pre- 
pared when I called on him, to give me the in- 
formation I wanted, he sent to me tlie follow- 
ing: 

Monday Evcningf March 3, 1834. 

Bloomingdale Asylum, 

Samuel Chifman, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — ^I have examined all the annual 
reports from 1821, (the year this institution 
went into operation,) to the close of 1333, and 
have found that the whole number of patients 
admitted during that period is 1,676; and that 
of this number of cases, 379 were caused by 
intemperance. I have no reason to doubt Ihis 
to be the true s'atement of the number produc- 
ed by intemperance alone; but there are pro- 
bably other casesy in which this vice concurred 



with other causes, though the propoition of theaci 
is comparatively very small. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, lie. 
J. McCONAliD. 

In regard to the reports of Lunatic AtyluiOy 
I obtained a very important fact in conversation 
with the very respectable Matron of the Asy- 
lum at Columbus, Ohio. She observed tint 
those marked in the reports as deranged by in- 
temperance, was very deceptive in shewinf^ 
what intemperance actually did in fumlshinj^ inr 
mates for these institutions. She said they did 
not count those wives who were deranged by 
the abuse of intemperate husbands or difficul- 
ties occasioned by the intemperance of other 
relatives — as fathers, brothers and children. 
— See also Chester co. Poor-House, Pa. 

In my former editions I have expressed a 
doubt whether I have taken all the items which 
constitu;e the criminal and pauper expense. It 
was there stated too that the expense of the 
Boaril of Health was $26,456— City courts^ 
$13,090 14— Lighting the streets, S72,408 05. 
I There expressed a hope that the publication of 
these statistics might lead some person mom 
compe ent to the task to make a more thorough 
investigation. This wish has been gratified, as 
I saw, some years since, a communication in 
one of the most respectable ci'y pa{>ers, giving 
the s'atistics in regard to this subject, and on 
comparing them with mine I found them almost 
exactly the same — varying only some few dol- 
lars in any of the items. Indeed I could not but 
think the coincidence ra*her remarkah'e. The 
editor expressed his gratitude for the favor of 
his correspondent, and his high appreciation of 
its importance. I must therefore consider my 
ov/n statements endorsed both by the editor and 
his correspondent. 

Expenses. 

Amount of tax collected in 1833,. $649,374 51 

Criminal expenses, 107,494 69 

Add city watch, $105,602 36 

Taketwo-Uiirds, 70,401 67 

Total expense of crime, 177,896 26 

Poor at Aims-House, 92,040 17 

$263,936 43 

Further in regard to the Aims-House and 
Penitentiary, it was entirely impracticable to 
attempt an accurate examination into the habits 
of their inmates. The number received is so 
large, that it would require three or four for 
each appointed for the special purpose to make 
any thing like an accurate classification, as I 
have done in the o.her jails and poor-houses in 
the state. 

NIAGARA COVJfTY, --Population 18,485. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, B2. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 10 

Intemperate, 71 

The one put down as temperate is a lad. Of 
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the intemperate a considerable number have 
been committed repeatedly; one man has lain 
in jail two-thirds of the tinie for three years 
past, for abuse to his family when intoxicated; 
when sober, is a kind husband and fttther. At 
least one-third of the persons imprisoned here 
are foreigners; their number is constantly in- 
creasing. To the influx of foreigners, I attri- 
bute the increased number of commitments, 
within the last two of three years. 

JAMES MOLYNEUX, JaUer. 
Laekportt July 23. 1833. 

Poof.Houae, 

Whole number received the last year, 164. 

Not from intemperance, 2Z 

Doubtful, 29 

Intemperance, 113 

JOHN GOULD, Keeper. 

Mr. Grould, who keeps all the accounts rela- 
ting to the expense of the poor, certifies that 
the expense at the poor-house, was. $1,286 65 
Out-door poor, 938 22 

$2,224 87 

The increase in the number of foreign poor, 
at this poor-house, is worthy of especial notice. 

In 1830 the whole number of paupers was 95 
Of these were foreigners, 33 

In 1831, whole No ; 112 

Foreigners, - 61 

[n 1832, whole No 168 

Foreigners, Ill 

I was unable to obtain from Mr. Cadwallader, 
the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, the 
amount of taxes and the expense of crime. I 
applied to him personally, but he was particu- 
larly engaged ; he promised however to make 
out the statement and forward it tO me; he has 
not done it. A^ subsequent application, through 
a friend at Lockport, has been equally unsuc- 
cessful. 

ONEIDA COUNTY--Popt(ifl/io» 71,326. 

JAIL, — (Wh J tesborou gh .) 

Whole number received since 20th April last, 
76. 

Temperate, ; . , 14 

Doubtful, 25 

Intemperate, 36 

SAMUEL M. MOTT, Sheriff. 

Explanation — This jail is three miles from 
Utica, from which place a very large propor- 
tion of the whole number is sent. They arc 
generally apprehended there ami examined; 
sometimes kept in the watch-house, for one or 
two days, by which time they generally become 
sober, although they are drunk when taken up ; 
of course they are sober when they first come 
to the knowledge of the sheriff*. Mr. Mott has 
bad charge of the jail, as it will be seen by the 
date above, only about 4 months; and his pre- 
decessor lived at a distance, and had taken the 
book containing the entry of prisoner s names, 
&c. previous to April 20th, with him. The 



turnkey also was absent. The following par- 
ticulars, however, whieh are embraced in the 
certificate, will throw tome light on the sub- 
ject. 

Of the temperate, 5 were committed for as- 
sault and battery 1 one female vagrant, and three 
men for want of sureties to keep the peace 11— 
There was also two lads and one man who was 
acquitted on trial. Of those classed as doabtAily 
there were eleven females, committed as va- 
grants!! or disorderly persons; two men as va- 
grants!! one for want of surety to ke^ the 
peace ! three for assault and battery I 

JAIL. — (Rome.) 

Whole number committed in one year, 78* 

Temperate, 9 

Doubtful, 9 

Intemperate, 60 

ParticularM, — Of the temperate, three were 
lads; (two of them for Sabbath -breaking;) one 
a highway robber; one acquitted on trial. Of 
the doubtful, a number were only sent here 
from Whitesborough, for trial. Of the intem- 
perate, one was charged with murder; eleven 
were females ! and three men for abuse of their 
families. HORATIO CARR, JaUtr, 

Rome, Aug. 28, 1833. 

Poor-Houae. 

Whole number assisted in one year, 207. 

Temperate, « 43 

Doubtful, 44 

Intemperate, 120 

ANDREW DOWNING, Keeper. 

Experues. 

County tax, $16,188 ^1 

Poor, $6,616 01 

Crime, 7,868 66 

$13,484 67 

Balance, $2,704 »4 

CHESTER HAYDEN, Clerk of Smf. 
Utica, Aug. 27, 1833. 

ONONDAGA COUNTY Papulation 58,974. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 139. 

Temperate, 10 

Doubtful, 19 

Intemperate, ....'. 110 

Of the temperate, one was committed for ent- 
ting timber on land which he claimed as his 
own. One was acquitted, and two were young 
lads. Of the doubtful, I have no doubt, from 
circumstances connected with their commit- 
ments, that more than one-hadf were intempe- 
rate. Of the intemperate, three weTe commit- 
ted fbr abuse of their families, and one for in- 
cest JAMES HOUGH, JaUer. 

Syraeuae, Aitg. 23, 1833. 

Poor-IIouae, 

Whole number receive<l in one year, 285. 
Not reduced to poverty l^ intem- 
perance, >••••• ^^ 
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Doubtfta, 38 

Intemperance, 178 

A man that had been leTeral days about the 
■treeta of Syraeoae, in a state of intoxication, 
was brought here and died, three hours after, 
while eating his supper. A woman, eighty- 
six years old, is now supported here, who has 
four sons living in this county, all of whom are 
drunkards, and her husband died a drunkard. 

L. HOPKINS, JTeeper. 
Onondaga, Aug, 23, 1833. 

Expenoet, 

County tax, 20,489 71 

Deduct cholera expenses, 1,672 75 

Ordinary tax, $18,816 96 

Poor, $2,950 00 

Criminal jusfice, 5,963 84 

$8,913 84 

The amount of expense for the detection and 
punishment of crime does not include the pay 
of judges or jurors. 

R. HUBBARD, Clerk qf Sup. 

I afterwards called on the county treasurer for 
the amount paid judges and jurors, but could 
only learn that $1,300 were raised for that pur- 
pose; and that a considerable sum derived from 
lottery licences was also applied to pay these 
officers. I therefore will take one-half this 
sum and add to the criminal expenses, . $750,00 

Making the amoimt of poor and cri- 
minal expenses, $9,663 84 

This amount deduct from the ordi- 
nary tax leaves for other purposes, $9,153 12 

I am satisfied that there is some mistake in 
relation to the pecuniary concerns of this coun- 
ty, as thus exhibiced. Yet the investigation 
was a very thorough one. I see no reason why 
only about one-half the tax in this county should 
be absorbed by the expenses of poor and crime, 
while a so much larger, share of the tax in other 
counties is absorbed by them. 

A supervisor of the county, on hearing me 
make the above statement, said he could explain 
it — ^that there was an extra expense for building 
a jail, (I thmk,) of $5,000, which would leave 
the ordinary tax $13,816 96, and the balance, 
$4,153 12. 

ONTARIO COUNTY Population 40,167. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 69. 

Temperate, 7 

Doubtful, 12 

Intemperate, 50 

J. M. WHEELER, Sheriff. 
Canandaigua, July 12, 1833. 

Poor-Houae. 

Whole No. received in one year, 126. 
Not from intemperance, 24 



Doubtful,. •« l5 

Intemperance, ; 87 

JOHN LAMPOBT. X»9p9r. 
HopeweU, Sept. 13, 1833. 

Expenoe*. 

Countytax, $14,000 00 

Deduct for lurrogate's office, 800 00 

Leaves, 13,200 00 

Poor, $3,065 03 

Crime, 5,104 91 

8,190 81 



Balance, $5,000 10 

HENRY CH APIN, Clsf* qf Sup. 

ORANGE COUNTY. —PopulaHon 45,366^ 

JAIL. 

Whole number in one year, 107. 

Temperate, • . 13^ 

Doubtful, 44 

Intemperate, 50 

Of the temperate, one was imprisoned for sel- 
ling cakes at a camp meeting, a riot ensuing j 
and three were femalss. Of the doubtful, a 
large proportion were sent here from New- 
burgh; quite a number of them were foreign- 
ers; seven of them were committed for assault 
and battery. Of the intemperate, four were 
women, and one of them was sent here for as- 
sault and battery. One man was sent here for 
stabbing another; one for whipping his wife; 
one fbrnot providing for his family; the fiuni- 
ly was sent to the poor-house; one was a &rmer 
worth $2,000, for stealing, while intoxicated, a 
shawl worth fifty cents; he was convicted and 
fined $25. I should not dare to say* under oathf 
that I believe, during the two years I hove kept 
this jail, that five strictly temperate persons have 
been committed for crime. 

ZOPHER FINCH, JaOar. 

Dee. 7, 1833. 

JAIL. — (Second examination.) >. 

Whole number committed, 106. 

Temperate, 9 . 

Doubtful, 2 

Intemperate, 95 

Of the intemperate, thirteen for riots — one, a 
man, for assault and battery on a female — ^four 
for whipping their wives, one of -them, whipped 
his wife with a dog! One under sentence of 
death for killing his wife when drunk — ^mott of 
them were brought here while intoxicated. 

G. W. HOWELL, Sheriff. 

Ooehen, 14, Oct. 1835. 

PooT'Houee. 

There are now in the poor-house, 227. 
Not reduced to poverty by intern.- 

perance, 57 

Doubtful, 49 

Intemperance, 121 

Among the temperate I have classed nineteen 
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Itmaties, sixteen idiots, and five mutes; I am 
miable to say how many have been assisted here 
within a year, but it will be safe to say double 
the number, diat is, 454, who may be classed as 
to their habits as above. 

F. A. WEBB, Keeper. 
Go9hen, Dec. 6th, 1833. 

E^peruei, 

County tax,.* $16,000 00 

Criminal justice......... 4,354 22 

Poor, : 11,613 00 

15,867 22 

Balance, $132 78 

D. M. WESTCOTT, Clerk of Sup. 
JAS. W. WILKIN, 

Treasurer of Orange co. 

ORLEANS COUNTY Population 18,773. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 29. 

Temperate, • . . , . 2 

Doubtful, , 1 

Intemperate, 26 

NOAH INOERSOLL^ JaUer. 
Albion, July 27, 1833. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number received in One yetr^ 45, 

Not from intemperance, 11 

I>oubtfia, 8 

Intemperance, 26 

A. PIERSON, Keeper, 

Expenses, 

County tax, $5,2di 48 

Poor, ...•$2,254 63 

Crime, 1,905 42 

$4^169 95 

Balance, $1,041 48 

R. R. WHEELOCK, Clerk <^ Sup. 

OSWEGO COUNTY Population 27,104. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 37. 

Temperate, 3 

Doubtful,.^ , 9 

Intemperate, 25 

Of the 9 doubtful, two were lads; one com- 
mitted for assault and battery, the other for Sab- 
"bath breaking, also one more for assault and bat- 
tery. Of the intemperate, three were commit- 
ted for whipping their wives. 

WM. HALE, Skenff. 

Pulaski, Sept. 2, 1833. 

N. B. At the moment when Mr. Hale sat 
down with me in his office, to make the exami- 
tion, he was called upon to lock up a prisoner 
that had just been brought from Oswego. I 
went with him, and found at once that the priso- 
ner would add one to the list of the intemperate. 
The account given by the constable, who brought 
him was this. It appeared that the prisoner was 



a drunken loafer, and a vile wretch in Oswego 
village treated him freely, and then gave him a 
knife, and told him to kill the oows of a neig1i«- 
bor, against whom he harbored feelings of re- 
venge. The order was obeyed, four cows were 
most horribly mutilated, one having her neck 
cut half off, anotlier her hamstrings cut, another 
its entrails let out. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number in 11 months, 114. 

Not reduced by intemperance,. . . 20 

Doubtful, 9 

Intemperance, 85 

LEWIS JOHNSON^ Keepsr. 
Mexico, Sept. 5, 1833. 

Expenses. 

County tax, $8,861 22 

Deduct expenses of cholera, 2,000 00 

Ordlnarytax, $6,86122 

Poor, $1,966 43 

Criminal justice, 2,663 61 

$4,530 04 

Left for other purposes a balance of $2,331 ^8 

There is also a sum of $768 83 reported by the 
superintendents of poor, which is probably to 
be added to poor expenses. The question wasj^ 
whether it belonged to town or county poor. 

A. G. M'CARTY. 

N. B. Mr. M'Carty is a partner in the law bu- 
siness with Mr. Helm, the clerk of supervisore. 
Mr. H. being absent, Mr. M'Carty examined the 
books and gave his certificate* 

OTSEGO COUNTY Population 51,372. " 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed to this Jail In ooe 
year, 52. 

Temperate, • 4 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 45 

Of the temperate, one was a lad 13 or 14yeftre 
old; one was a man on charge of assault and 
battery, and was acquitted on trial; another wae 
committed for want of sureties to keep the peaee. 
Of the intemperate, one was imprisoned for stab* 
bing his brother; two for abusing their wives; 
two, a brother andsister^ for incest and arsoiei 
four others were a father, mother, and two aom. 
DON F. HERRICK, Sheriff. 

Cooperstown, 25th Nov: 1833. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number received into the poor-honse 
in one year, 190. 

Not reduced by intemperance, ... 33 

Doubtfta, 5 

Intemperance, l52 ' 

Of the temperate, 5 were sent here for safe 
keepingf^and four others were lunaties. Sev- 
enty-one were children of drunken fathers, and 
nineteeen were wives of intemperate husbands. 
QJBiO. W. 8TILLMAN, Keepsr. 

MiddUfield,Nov.25,VSB3. 



Bxpeniet. 

County tu for 1833, (13,913 U 

Poor, S&>1W} M 

Crimiiutl liuUce, 4,666 63 

$9,867 17 

aOuw*, S4,05fl 28 

L£TI C. TUaNEB, Cfcrfc t^ Sup. 
H. B. Mr. Turner iru the flnt cleric oF lu- 
perruon I had found, who bad adopted Ihc plan 
I had punued, o[ eihibiting the pecuniarr evili 
orintemperuKe. Mr. Turner ii now (1842,) * 
resident or Clevelaad, Ohio, where by an ex- 
amuution of their jail and poor-bouie, and an 
•xatn ination in regard to the eEpenseft growing 
out oCthe use ot liquor, he haa obtained a man 
of faeu which have been spread before the peo- 
ple, and doubUen laid the foundation for the re- 
ty great revival of the lemperance cauae, whieh 
tea, during th* but and preaeni year, taken plane 
there. 

PUTNAM COUNTY PojwWtot 12,828. 

JAIL. 

Wbole No. committed tince the lit of March 

lait, fat whieh time 1 took oharge of thia jail, 6. 

Temperate, 2 

Doubtful, 1 

Intempeiale, 3 

One of the temperate wai committed for aa- 
walt and battery, another waaapauperwhohad 
threatened Co bun the poot-houM 1 1 1 

Whole number aniKed since the i9lh of Feb. 
iM^Bl. 

Mot from intemperance, 19 

Doubtful, 29 

Intempenmce, 33 

Among the temperate, are a number of idiota 
and lunotiei, and aoiong the doubtfOI are 18 

CHARLES TOWNSEND, getpnT. 

Cannel, Dec. 14, 1833. 

I would not iineilion Mr. Towmend'a vera- 
olty; he haa eertifled to what ha thought wai 
true; but who will believe that the parents of 
all these IS children, or even a majority of them, 
were temperate. I have found bat very few chil- 
dren whose parenla were lenperale, supported 
at the public expense. 

Expeniel. 

County tax for 1833 (3,200 00 

Bailed for the support of 

UMpoor, «2,I40 00 

Crime, 216 00 

. $2,356 00 

B«l(uice, tS44 00 

J, MOREHOUSE, 
OsHiity Cltrk, and acting Clerk of Sup. 
Da:. 14, 1833. 

N. B. lnror« are not paid In this cotuty, and 
■HHWof Ihee^enMof fonunonintJararair ' 



QUEENS COUNTY Papula/h* 22,160. 

JAIL. 
Whole number in one year, 70. 

Temperate, 9 

Donblfiil, 6 

latemperale, 66 

Of the temperate, one was imprisoned for dis- 
obeying an injunction from Ibe chineellorj two 
for baUanly-, two were buys-, two were females. 
Of the doubtful, two were vagtanta, and proba- 
biy intemperate; another was an Irish woman, 
for abuse. 

JOHN SIMONSON, S^r^f 
North HempHtd, March I, 1831. 
S. B. There is ao coun^ poor-house in this 
county. An individual ia hired to keep them at 
one dollar per week, including all ages. I call- 
ed upon Mr. Tappan, who keeps them thisyaar, 
and who has, I believe, kep- them a number of 
years past, and obtained the toUowinK statement 
attar a careftil examination- 
Whole number received in one year, 31. 

Rot from intemperance, 2 

Doublflil, 

From intemperance, 29 

LEONARD TAPFAN. 
Jtrieho, Mttrek I, 1834. 

. $B,13S 00 

I 

i 

- $3,692 M 

Balance, $1,645 14 

The six towns of Queena county, each malN- 
lain their own town poor, at an aggregate ex- 
pense of $4,300. 

JOSEPH DODGE, CUrh tf Sup. 
N. HimptUd, March 1, 1S34. 
N. B. Most, IfnotaUthetowBsiatlMaonntr 
have each their own poor-house. 

BENS8ELAEB CO — Pnptilafum 49,424. 
JAIL. 
Whole number committed in (he uonOi of 
January last, 66. 

Temperate, 4 






Of tills number, (66,) 13 were for assault aad 
batlety; 6 disorilerly condutst; 26 for breach of 
the peace; 6 were intemperate females; and 6 
were men for whipping their wives, Or afanae ht 
their fajnilles. 

Hie whole number eovmittcd during the year 



Among the doubthil, are two men who mm 
generally eonaidered as temperate, hot were te- 
lozieated at the tiau they committed the <rfta- 
cei for whieh tiMy were imprisoDnd. 

BEN JAtnN READ, Dm. Jatlrr. 

Tray. F#*. 19. 1834.' 
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Poor-Hoiue, 

Whole nnmber (town paupen,) during the 
year ending 1st of Oct. last, 234. 

Not from intemperance, 10 

Doubtful, 9 

Intemperance, 215 

Whole number assisted during the same time 
as county paupers, 328. 

Not from intemperance, 11 

Doubtful, 18 

Intemperance, 299 

ISAAC LOVEJOY, Keeper. 

Vagrants supported or assisted here during the 
same time, (at the expense of the county,) 120. 

Not from intemperance, 2 

Doubtftil, 4 

Intemperance, 114 

So that of the three descriptions of paupers the 
whole number is 682. 

Not from intemperance, 23 

Doubtful, i 31 

Intemperance, • 628 

Expensea, 

County tax, $35,023 49 

In this there is an extra item provi- 
ded for, of 1,684 04 



Leaving, 

Support of poor at poor- 
house, and for tempo- 
rary relief, 

Also for support of va- 
grants,. 



$33,439 45 



$8,690 00 
976 80 



$9,666 80 
The administration of 
criminal justice,.... $14,546 36 



24,213 16 



Balance, $9,226 29 

For the expense of the poor, I hare the cer- 
tificate of SAMUEL KENDRICK, 

One of the Sufft9 of Co, poor. 

For the expense of crime, as the clerk of the 
board of supervisors was absent attending to his 
duties as a member of assembly at Albany, I 
called upon << Nathan Daucht, Esq. one of 
supervisors for the city of Troy," who very obli- 
gingly, examined the books and accounts of the 
clerk of the board, and gave me the statement 
above. 

RENSSELAER CO (Second Examination.) 

JAIL, 

In one month, from 18th July to 18th August, 
1835, 125 persons wejre committed. 

Temperate, 9 

Doubtful, 28 

Intemperate, , 88 

Of the doubtftil, one was intoxicated when he 
committed the offence f I Most of the others, I 
have no doubt were intemperate; of the intempe- 
rate, one was insane; a consideiraM^ number for 



abuse to their families ; fifty-three for disorder- 
ly conduct; sixteen men and one woman, for 
assault and battery. 

R. SWEET, /oOsr. 

Poor-Hou8€, 

Whole number received from Ist Oct. 1834^ 
to 21st Aug. 1835, 758. 

Temperate, 37 

Doubtful, 74 

Intemperate, 647 

Of the intemperate, one was a child whose &- 
ther die^l in jail of delirium tremens, and the 
mother committe/1 suicide; another was a ehild 
whose father killed the mother; one deranged 
by intemperance. Children of intemperate pa- 
rents, 176; Intemperate parents, 102. 

RICHMOND COVJUTY.— Population 7,082. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 18. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 4 

Intemperate, 13 

Of the doubtful, all were females; 3 for as- 
sault and battery ! ! the other was deranged ; pro- 
bably all were intemperate. 

A. AUTEN, JaUer. 

Feb. 27, 1834. 

Poor.Houte. 

Whole number received into the poor-honsa 
the past year, 26. 

Not from intemperance, ....... • 6 

Doubtful, 6 

Intemperance, ^14 

JAPHAT ALSTON^ Ketper. 
Northfield, Feb, 27, 1834. 

Expense*, 

County tax, $2,288 42 

Poor, $1,036 21 

Crime, 568 55 

1,604 7» 



$683 66 



Balance^ 

RICHARD CONNER, Clerk of Sup. 
Richmond, Feb. 27, 1834. 

ROCKLAND COUNTY.— P<)pii^toa 9,388 

JAIL. \ 

Whole number committed from Sept. 1832, to '. 
Sept. 1833, 15. 

Temperate 3 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 11 

The three classed as intemperate, are lads who 
were engaged in an affray in an academy, which 
resulted in the breaking of windows, &c. Tha 
doubtful one I think made use of spirits. Of tha 
eleven, one was sent here for abusing his w^a; 
two for rape ; one for breaking into a distillanp 
and stealing a pail full of whiskey, in a pau 
which he had stolen for that purpose. In ordar 
that he might drink the whiskey thus obtaii|«d 
in peace and quietness, he went into a hog's bad 
and remained there until nearly starved; an oO Kwe 
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'Irai 'Benttticed to jail twenty days, for stealing: 
green com from the field, and selling it for 
whiskey; another, who was imprisoned for 
passing counterfeit money, had lived in this vi- 
cinity, and was considered a temperate man, 

,a temperate drinker, but after his commitment, 
be manifested a very craving appetite for liquor, 
begged for it in the most importunate manner, 
ind his children brought it to the jail in a cov- 
ered pail, with a view of conveying it to him, 
under the pretence of having honey. 

HARMAN BLAUVELT, Jailer. 
Clark9town, Dee, 10, 1833. 
rhe is no poor-house in this county. 

JExpeneee. 

County tax, $2,079 62 

Ckmnty poor, $490 77 

Crime, 881 91 

1,372 68 



i» 



li 
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Balance, $706 84 

N. B. The money raised for the support of 
town poor the last year, was $1,700. 

JOHN COLE, Clerk of Sup, 
ClarksKnon, Dec. 12, 1833. 

SARATOGA COUNTY— Pap«fa/ttw 38,679. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 52. 

* Temt>erate, ' 5 

Itoubtful, 20 

Intemperate, * 27 

. Of the temperate, two were women, and two 
were quite young girls, and the fifth was ac- 
quitted on trial. Of the doubtfiil, two were va- 
grants; two were acquitted on trial, and two for 
assault and battery — (I do not recollect their 
persons;) and three were gamblers. Of the in- 
temperate, one vnis John Watkuis^ who has been 
executed for a murder committed imder the in- 
fluence of ardent spirit; another k now in jail, 
eharged with assisting Watkin Ui hit escape; 
another was a woman, who hutig faenalf within 
three hours after she was brought harai one for 
threatening to kill his wife, and Ave for whip- 
ping their wives, or abuse to their families. 
Most of the twenty, judging from appearances 
and circumstances, it is my decided opinion were 
intemperate. 

WM. DUNNING, JaUer, 
Ballston, Feb. 7, 1834. 

Poor-House, 

Whole number received into this poor-house 
during 1833, 184. 

Not from intemperance, 17 

Doubtful, 43 

Intemperance, 124 

A mi^rity of the doubtful were transient for- 
tagners, and I presume that most of them were 
brought here by intemperance. 

D. A. COLLAMER, Keeper, 

BaUtton, Feb. 7, 1834. 

Expentee, 
County tax, $12,200 00 



In which is included, toward pajrmg 
for the poor establishment, about 1,627 00 

Leaving as the ordinary tax, $10,573 00 

Poor, $4,162 05 

Crime, 3,476 37 

7,637 42 

Balance, : $2,935 58 

A. GOODRICH, Clerk of Sup, 

SCHENECTADY CO Population 12,347. 

JAIL, 

Whole number committed in one year, 145. 

Temperate, 16 

Doubtful, 22 

Intemperate, 107 

Of the temperate, one was oommmitted for 
assault and battery, and makes use of ardent spi' 
rits. Of the doubtful, three for, riot; two fbr 
assault and battery; three by the name of John 
Doe. Of the intemperate, one was a woman for 
abuse to her husband, and sixteen men for abuse 
to their wives. 

ISAAC I. YATESj Shenff. 

Schenectady, Feb, 10, 1834. i 

The Sheriff supposes that both those classed as 
temperate and doubtful, made use of spirits. 

Poor-Houae, 

Whole number assisted at this poor-home, 
from July 1832, to July 1833, 117. 

Not from intemperance, 3 

Doubtful, • 20 

Intemperance, 94 

Those classed as doubtful were most of tbem 
transient persons, who were here but a short 
time. 

HENRY CLUTE, Keeper. 

Schenectady, Feb, 10, 1834. 

Expenaes. 

County tax, , $11,652 52 

Poor, $3,273 48 

Crime, 3,168 89 

6y437 37 



Balance, $5,215 15 

A. L. LINN, Clerk of Sup. 
Feb. 8, 1834. 

SCHOHARIE COUNTY Population 27,902. 

JAIL. 
Whole number in one year, 25. 

Temperate, , 

Doubtful, 7 

Intemperate, ;.,..r 18 

Of the doubtfiil, one was a girl, and one was 
a lad ; two for assault and battery; one wifii in- 
tent to kill; one other threatening to kill; ihm 
18 I know to be decidedly intemperate. 

PETER OSTERHOUT, Sherif. 

Schoharie, Dee. 30, 1833. 

Poor-Houae. 

Whole number received into poor-honte, 38* 
Not firom intemperance, 7 



Thit* wet« eonuiiltted for •bating th«irwlTlit 
Mid cme ion tor vhlpping hli bllMr. 



Coimtjr Ux, for 1S33, $3,124 00 

lUiiedforiupporlotpoOT, tl,059 II 

. Crimiml JuUic*, 1,337 30 

$2,392 31 

Bounce, «731 69 

HENBY tUMILTON, Sup. af Sehahorie. 

EKECA COUNTY .—PopaliKimi Zl.WJ.T 

(JAIL.—Chdd.) 

Whole number committed In one year, 16. 

Temperate, 6 

Doubtfbl, 

lotemperale, 10 

KELSON OOLi; J«iltr. 
Ovid, Smica m. Sept. 11, IB33. 
N. B. Hr. Cole Mri that b« hu nev«r had m 
IkTEB > tiaie of lemperxte perion* BinM he hu 
kept the jijl. 

JAIL.—( Waterloo.y 
Whole number oaratnitUd in one 7eir,<31. 

Temperate, 2. 

Doubtful, I 

Intemperate, 28 

PoTtitvtari. — One of the tempenUe wu iC' 
qnilteil on trial. A very large propordtm ofthe 
piiiOnerB were intoxicalecl when brought 10 jail. 
It la rare (hat I turn the key for tbe flrat time 
upon a prisoner trho ii not intoxicated. Three 
ofthe inlempemte were committed for abuae of 
their familieB — one three timet. 

A. A. BALDWIN, JttHer. 
Walrrloo, Seneca to. Sept. 12, 1B33. 

Expeiutt. 

Connlr tax, $6,108 27 

Poor, $1,627 00 

Criminal justice, 3,511 52 



Balance left for ordinary pnrpoaes,. . $969 70 
JEREML&H RAPHLEYG, CUrk of Sup. 
Covert, Sept. 11, 1833. 

PoDTi^Hauac. 
Whole niunber received in one year, 97. 

Not from intemperance, 18 

Doubtful, 12 

Intemperance, 67 

Among the intemperate is a pliyuclan, who 
once waa a very respectable citizen and practi- 
tioner, a. L£WI8, Keeper. 
Seneea FalU, Sept. 13, 1833. 



. $13,667 67 
.' 2,000 00 



Learing, $11,567 67 ' 

Poor, $6,292 00 

Crime, S,460 00 i 

$7,742 00 ! 

Balance, $3,826 67 ■- 

The eipentet of this county 1 wai unable ta 
obtain on my first •"ii-—"''"-. but proeored the 
above, March llih, 1836, from Oeo. C. Ed- 
WAKDS, Clerk of Snpervison. 

ST. LAWBEKCE CO.— Porutnttini 36,354. 

JAIL. 
Whole number in one year, AS. \ 

Tempeiale, ,.,, ....•• 8 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate,. ...,,...,. 38 

Of the tempeiale, two were lada, one ofwlu^ \ 
made free use of aidcot qiiritt) the third was a . 
'- ' the ton of a dnmkard; another trat a wo* , 
who committed a number of forKcriet in - 
r to obtain cq>lnm; bol was, previous to her ; 
contracting this habit, a wonuin of fltir charae* ; 
' r and respectability. 

Of the three, two are knoim to drink qtirits. ' 
Of the 38, one was a young- mwi, once very re- ! 
apectable, became intemperate, and hat been hi i 
Jail twice for aiiaatt ant battery, and oikce for ; 
petit laieewji anolhiif wu a woman for ttireat- 
- -^ - ■ • nd, and two men tor - 

L, BUCK, Sheriff. 
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CMns^fitt JiM. ISS4. 

PaOT-Houee. 

Whole number asaiited in one y^u, 163. I 

Not from faUemparance, 14 ! 

Doubtful, SO , 

Intemperance, 90 i 

O the donbthil, two are laid to be intemperate, 
one other was a bard drinker, and another is a 
boatman, and proliably intemperate. There It 
one who was once a nun of properly, drank -. 
fteely, and i> now a pauper I 

Among the intemperate, are a woman and i 
Ibnr children; the husband waa tent to Jail for : 
ttealii^r a barrEl of whiskey, and his fitmily wai j 
sent to the poor-home; eleven others were tho ' 
wives and chlldrai of two drunken brotben, ' 
who abandoned fliem in the street; one of tlia { 
women gave birth to a child a few houn after f 
she was brought here, and the otiier in a bw :' 
vreeki. I 

About 160 others have reeancAuiMHtaktak.^ 
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ring the year, who have not oeen brought here, 
as our establishment was not large enough to 
accommodate them. I have no doubt, whatev- 
er, that quite as large a proportion of these were 
reduced to poverty by intemperance^ as of those 
who were assisted here. 

MINOT JENISON, Keeper, 
Canton, Uth Jan, 1834. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $13,661 46 

Coun^ poor, $7,702 79 

Crime, 3,648 36 

11,361 14 



Balance^ 



$2,310 32 

PRESTON KING, 
Supervisor of Oswegatchie, 



SUFFOLK COVNTY. ^Population 26,780. 

JAIL. 

Whole number imprisoned since pth of June 
last, 26. 

Temperate, ^... 6 

Doubtful, ....\ 4 

Intemperate, • 15 

Of the doubtful one is said to be intemperate; 
another is probably intemperate ; the third ap- 
peared to be intemperate. Of the intemperate, 
one has been convicted of killing his wife ; ano- 
ther is in jail, charged with shooting his wife. 
HENRY T. PENNY, Jailer. 

River Head, 3d March, 1834. 

Second Examination in 1835. 

JAIL. 

Whole No. committed, 38 

Temperate, . . . . , 5 

Poubtfiil, 6 

Intemperate, 27 

Two of the temperate used spirits. Of the 
intemperate, five for whipping their wives, one 
three times; one woman, twice, fov threatening; 
one, assault on a woman; one deranged by in- 
temperance ; one man for killing his wife, both 
drunk at the time. 

HENRY T. PENNY, Jailer. 

No poor-house, and but two or three persons 
that have been assisted the past year as county 
poor. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $2,924 83 

Of which was raised to repair court- 

and jail, *.. 600 00 

Ordinary tax, $2,424 83 

County poor, $145 00 

Crime, 1,270 40 

1,416 40 
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Balance, $1,009 43 

N. B. — The amount ordered to be raised by 
the several towns for the 'support of their own 
jwvy was $6,850, 



Suppose that only three-fourths are made pau- 
pers in this way, the proportion of the ex- 
pense,, that is, three-fourths of $6,850 is $5,138, 
or more than twice the whole sum raised for 
the ordinary contingent expenses of the county. 
Here is unquestionably a serious evil. Where 
is the good to counterbalance it. 

SULLIVAN COUNTY Population 12,364. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 7. 

Temperate, *...... 1 

Doubtful, 

. Intemperate,.... 6 

The one put down as temperate was a lad, a 
foreigner. The other six were very intempe- 
rate; one for abuse to his family, and another 
for assault and battery with intent to kill, and 
for sending a challenge. 

B. GRAY, Jailer, 

MonticeUo, Dec, 5, 1833. 

Poor-House, 

Whole number received into the poor-house 
during the past year, 27. 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, 2 

Intemperate, 25 

One of the doubtftil was a transient woman, 
the other was a poor girl, who was here but a 
few days. I had no knowledge of her parents. 
CORNELIUS YOUT, Keeper. 

Dee, 6, 1833. 

Expenses. 

County tax, $4^235 93 

Poor, $2,052 91 

Crime, .' 1,123 26 

3,176 17 



Balance,.... \ : $1,059 76 

P. F. HUNN, Clerk of Sup. 

TIOGA COUNTY Populatum 27,690. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 31. 

Temperate, , « . 19 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, 12 

E. B. TUTHILL, Jailer. 
Elmira, Aug, 13, 1833. ^ 

The above is so obviously incorrect that I 
only re-publish it as a rebuke to the man who 
gave it. I give the following examination of 
the same jail, though the county has been divi- 
ded and this part bears the name of Chemung. 

From the 1st January to this date, whole 
number, 24. 

Temperate, 5 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, 19 

Of the intemperate one highwaj' robbery; 9 

assault and battery — ^three of them with intent 

i to kill, and one case that of a man on hifl deugh* 
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tep— two fbr rape— ono for bone ftealing^ — 
drank at the time. W. R. JUDSON, Jailer, 
Ebmra, Sept. 28, 1841. 

Poor.Hmue, 

Whole number received in one year^ 53. 

Not from Intemperance, 5 

Doubtful, 19 

Intemperance, 29 

JAMES VAN ETTEN, Keeper. 
Cttyuta, Aug. 14, 1833. 

Expenaee. 

County tax, 1832, $6,169 37 

Poor, $3,313 10 

Crime, 2,412 88 

$6,725 98 

Balance, $443 39 

The reason why so small a balance is left, is 
probably this: — About $3,000 was raised in 
1831, and placed into the hands of the superin- 
tendents of the poor, which rendered it neces- 
sary to raise less in 1832, and of course dimi- 
nished the amount of county tax for that year. 
T. MAXWELL, Clerk of Sup. 

JAILy (at Owego.) 

Whole number committed in one year, 16. 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, 2 

Intemperate, 14 

One of the doubtful was an intemperate man, 
but I cannot say that his intemperance was the 
cause of his committing the act for which he 
was in prison; two of the intemperate were 
charged with abuse to their families. One was 
committe<l twice for this offence. 

FRANCIS ARMSTRONG. 
Under Sheriff and Jailer, 
eastern jury district Tioga eo. 
Oinego, Nov. 28, 1833. 

N. B. A number of others were locked up 
until-they got sober. 

FRANCIS ARMSTRONG. 

TOMPKINS COV^TY. ^Population 36,545. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed in one year, 76. 

Temperate, 10 

Doubtful, 15 

Intemperate, 51 

Of the temperate five were acquitted. Of the 
intemperate one after serving out his time for 
petit larceny, when discharged stole the blank- 
ets froiu his ce.ll — for this he was sent to state- 
prison. One son for beating his mother, and 
three husbands for whipping their wives. 

Poor-House. 

I 

Total of town and county paupers, 135. 

Not from iiitcnipci'ance, 22 

Doubtful, 17 

Intemperance, 96 

ELIHU ELLIS, Keeper. 



Expenses, 

County taz^ $6,711 61 

Poor, $2,986 64 

Criminal justice, 2,785 76 

6,772 40 

Balance, $939 21 

In the amount expended for the support of , 
poor, is the sum of $484 43 for support of town 
poor, and not included in county tax. 

This would make the county tax,. . . $7,196 04 
Deduct as above, 5,772 40 

Leaves a balance of, $1,423 64 

H. 8. WALBRIDGE, Clerk of Sup. 

ULSTER COUNTY Population 36,550. 

JAIL. 

Whole number committed within one year^ 
46. 

Temperate, 4 

Doubtftil, 3 

Intemperate, 39 

Of the three classed as doubtful, I cannot re- 
collect their persons. From the commitments, 
it appears that one was sent here for disorderly 
conduct, one for stealing fowls, and the other 
for petit larceny ; nearly all of the 39 were no- 
torious drunkards, one of whom was committed 
for stealing four cents, with which he purchas- 
ed spirits; one for killing a man, and that while 
intoxicated. Three are women; one of them 
has been committed three times; and a number 
of men have been committed for abusing their 
families. ASA S. WYGANT, 

Under Sheriff and Jailer. 

Kingston, Dec. 19, 1833. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number assisted from Oct. 17, 1832, 
to Oct. 17, 1833, was 111. 

Not from intemperance, 4 

Doubtful, 4 

Intemperance, 103 

SAMUEL HASBROUCK, Keeper. 

Mr. Hasbrouck says that there were also, du- 
ring the same time, assisted as town paupers, 
117. 

Not from intemperance, 4 

Doubtful, 8 

Intemperance, 105 

Of those brought here by intemperance are 
the wife and four children of a man liberally 
educated and bred to the profession of the law 
— his wife was sick and brought here on a litter. 
Another was also an eminent lawyer. Also a 
man once a distinguished teacher of a classical 
school in the city of New-York. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $12,792 63 

County poor, $4,600 00 

Criminal justice, 4,900 00 

$9,500 00 

Balance, $3,29;^ 63 
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N. B. — ^The expense of town poor supported 
At poor*hoa8e» ra^ed by tax on each town for 
the support of its own poor, $1,461 85. 

P. y . QAA8BECK, Clerk qf Sup. 

Kinggton^ Dee, 19, 1834. 

WABSEN COVNTY. ^Population 11,796. 

JAIL, 

Whole number committed in one year, 25* 

Temperate, • 3 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 19 

Of the temperate, one was a woman. Of the 
doubtful, two were lads, both said to be intem- 
perate. One of them for assault and battery; 
the third is a man also said to be intemperate. 
TwelTe of the nineteen were committed for as- 
taalt and battery — ^four of them were brothers! 
JAMES T. CAMERON, Sheriff. 

CaldweU, Jan.31, 1834. 

PooT'House. 

Whole number received in one year, 72. 

Not from intemperance, 23 

I>oubtful, , 33 

Intemperance, 16 

8ETH NICKERSON, Keeper. 
Vfarreneburgh, Jan. 31, 1834. 

Remarka. — ^This is one of the most unsatis- 
Daetory examinations that I have made. The 
attention of the keeper had not probably been 
ealled to the subject of intemperance as con- 
nected with pauperism; and many of the in- 
mates were from distant towns, about whom 
Mr. N. knew nothing preyious to their being 
brought to the poor-house. 

Expet^eee, 

County tax, $4,816 21 

Poor, $1,040 70 

Crime, 1,559 31 

2,600 01 



Balance...... $2,216 20 

- JOHN B. PROSSER, Cleric of Sup. 

WASHINGTON CO Popuiatioti 42,635. 

JAIL. 
Whole number in one year, 51. 

Temperate, ., 5 

DoubtfiU, 12 

Intemperance, , 34 

Among the temperate, one was a lad, and one 
was a man for whipping his wife. Of the 
doubtful, there are two whose persons I do not 
recollect; one that occasionally gets intoxica- 
ted. Four others are sisters, the daughters of 
intemperate parents; the parents kept a house 
of ill fame, and these daughters were kept as 
prostitutes— one of them was only 12 or 13 years 
old. 

DARIUS SHERILL, Sheriff. 

Salem, Feb. 4, 1834. 

PoorJffouee. 
W]kai0 aamber aaaitUA in one year, 94. 



Not firom intemperance, 16 

Doubtful, 35 

Intemperance, 43 

Among the temperate are a number of idiots 
and lunatics. And about three-fourths of the 
doubthil are the children of foreigners. 

DAVID THOMAS, Keeper, 
^gyl^y Feb. 6, 1834. 

The superintendents of the county poor gave 
a statement, (published in my former edition,) 
the purport of which is, that from June 20th, 
1827, to Oct. 1st, 1829, there had been 322 re- 
ceived into the establishment, and that 290 of 
them, or more than seven-eights, were made 
paupers, directly or indirectly^ by intempe- 
rance. DAVID THOMAS, Keeper. 

Argyle, Feb. 6, 1834. 

In re-examining this poor-house in August, 
1835, 1 found that in about a year 148 had been 
received. 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, 15 

Intemperate, 133 

Of the 133, thirty-fpiir were wives who had 
intemperate husbands or were themselves in- 
temperate, and fifty-four children, one or both 
of whose parents were intemperate. 

Expenses. 

County tax, $11,818 91 

Poor, $4,966 95 

Crime, 6,010 49 

9,977 44 



Balance for other purposes,. $1,841 47 
IRA PARMELEY, Clerk of Sup. 
NorthrWhite Creek, Feb. 7, 1QS4. ^■ 

WAYNE COJJNTY.~--Population 33,643. 

JAIL. 

MThole number committed in one year, 43. 

Temperate, ' 3 

Doubtfiil, 

Intemperate, 40 

CALVIN D. PARMETER, Sheriff. 
Lyons, July 12, 1833. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number received in one year, 130. 

Not from intemperance, 31 

Doubtfol, 19 

Intemperance, 80 

Particulars. — Of the 31, was an English Cim- 
ily of seven; a German family of four; two de- 
ranged persons brought here for safe keeping 
only, and two illegitimate children. 

S. VAUGHN,J&ep«r. 

Expenses. 

County tax, $7,500 00 

Poor, $3,000 00 

Criminal justice, 3,000 00 

$6,000 00 



Balance, $1,500 00 

G. W. SCOTT, CUrh of Sup. 
Newark, July U, 1833 
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WISTCHESTER CO^^Populatiom 36,466. ; 

JAIL. 

Whole niimber eommitted in one year, 25. 

Temperate^ 3 

Doubtftil, 2 

IntempenUe, 20 

One of those claiied as temperate made free 
of spirits, but could not be considered a 
drunkard; his offence, an assault and battery on 
~ woman ; another made use of spirits, and was 
ttaipriaoned for whipping his wire 1 

JACOB F06HAY, Jailer. 
WJdteJ'laina, Dee. 12, 1833. 

The county clerk says that he knows the per- 
•on last mentioned, and that he was very intem- 
perate. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number assisted during a year, 374. 
It was not convenient for the 
keeper to make an examination 
of each name fiither back than the 
first of Nov. (one month and 11 
days,) and he says there are now, 
or have been, since the 1st of Nov. 
last, assisted at this poor house, 205. 
Not reduced by intemperance,. . . 22 

Doubtful, 70 

Intemperance, 113 

Three-fourths of those classed as temperate 
are idiots or lunatics. Of the doubtful, I give it 
as my decideil opinion, that a large majority of 
them, could their history be known, were re- 
duced to poverty, directly or indirectly, by in- 
temperance. ISAAC COUTANT, Keeper, 

Mount Pleaeant, Dec. 11, 1833. 

Expeneee, 

County tax, $13,600 00 

Of this there was raised to pay for 
additional land for the poor-house 
&rm, 3,037 68 

Leaving as the ordinary tax, $10,562 32 

Poor, $7,169 80 

Criminal justice, 1,189 48 

8,349 28 



Balance, $2,213 04 

JOHN B. UNDERHILL, Clerk of Sup. 

N. B. In fte6, before the establishment of 
oar eounty poor-house, the poor tax was $12,- 
806 97. 

YATES COUNTY Population 19,009. 

JAIL. 

Whole number received in six months, 10. 

Temperate, 5 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, 5 

WM. HUSTON, JaOer. 
Penn-Yan, Sept. 12, 1833. 

PooT'Houae, 
Whole number assisted in one year, 67. 



Not from intemperaiise, 14 

Doubtftily 3 

Intemperance, ••......• 50 

Particulars. — ^Eight of these belong to one 
fiimily, and the father makes free use of ardent 
spirit. I have however classed them as not re- 
duced to poverty by intemperance. 

ISRAEL CHISSOM, Keeper. 

Expenses, 

County tax, $6,900 00 

In this was included, to pay towards 
poor-house, &c 2,136 70 

Ordinary tax, 4,763 30 

Poor, $1,676 97 

Criminal justice, 850 00 

$2,526 97 

Leaving for other purposes, ^,b:i6 33 

JOHN POWELL, Clerk of Sup. 

I have now, sir, laid before you tlie result of 
my agency. I might, it is true, (ami it inay be 
expected that I should do so,) give you other 
information touching the cause of temperance, 
which my tour may have enabled me to obuiin : 
but this I purposely omit doing. My object was 
to obtain facU in relation to particular points; 
and were I to attempt giving you an ac- 
count of the state of the temperance cause, and 
its comparative advancement in diilercnt coun- 
ties or sections of our country, it is obvious 
that the hasty view I have been able to take in 
passing rapidly tlirough the counties visited, 
would render the information I could furnish you 
of little value. I might too, speak of the manner 
in which our jails and poor-houses are kept; 
but here again I have to say that this was not 
my object, and it would have required time 
which I did not feel at liberty to spend in this 
way. My business was with the keepers of 
poor-houses and jails, and not with their t'/i- 
mates. Of jails I have seen little; of poor- 
houses, I have necessarily seen more, the lat- 
ter laying more open to inspection. 

Of these I cannot deny myself the pleasure of 
saying, that generally they appear to possess eve- 
ry comfort which they are designcil to affonl, 
and that cleanliness is a striking feature in the 
appearance of nearly all of them, and the super- 
intendents have in most cases selected as keep- 
ers men, of business and intelligence. 

I am fully aware that in the details I have gi- 
ven, there is great sameness, but my object is to 
show what is the uniform^ legitimate efiflect of 
the use of ardent spirits, and without going into 
these details, this could not be fully accomplish- 
ed. Alcohol is on trial — sherifb, keepers of 
poor-houses, clerks of supervisors, magistrates, 
the superintendents and officers of the house of 
refuge, and of the lunatic asylum, &c. arc giving 
testimony. Let them be heard. The greater 
the uniformity in the testimony they give, the 
greater the influence it ought to have and will 
have on the minds of an honest and intelligent 
jury. 

And now, in view of the facts which the sta- 
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lUsticfl I have exhibited showing the proportion 
bf pauperism and crime growing out of intem- 
jperance, and the expense which it occasions, 
prising directly from the same cause, besides the 
incalculably larger amount arising from it indi. 
rectly, in the loss of time, of litigation it occa* 
sions; the time of parties, witnesses, and spec- 
tators ; the interruption and derangement of bu- 
Isiness; the destruction of property; the loss of 
/health, and the bills of physicians, — ^it wonld 
jseem that men endowed with reason, would look 
« around them and inquire for the benefits to coun* 

fterbalanoe these evils; and if none could be 
found, that the next object of inquiry would be 
f, the remedy. And this, reason and eommon sense 

- cannot mistake. The evils had existed, had been 
seen and deplored, and yet hail increased for cen- 

I turies, until societies were formed taking for 
« their fundamental principle, total abstinence. 

IThe success which has followed their organiza- 
tion, and the exertions of their members, can 
leave no doubt that a complete victcxry will final- 
. ly crown their efibrts; and notwithstanding I have 

ji shown beyond the power of contradiction, that 
more than three-foorths of the ordinary tax is 
absorbed by the support of poor and the admin- 

■ istration of criminal Justice— that more than 

. three-fourths of the pauperism is occasioned by 
intemperance, and more than five-sixths of those 
committed on criminal charges are intemperate; 

-yet the greatest obstacle in your way is the pe- 
cuniary interest of a few individuals, that of 
manufacturers and venders. If the tax payers 
will submit to this, we might, looking upon it 
as a mere matter of pecuniary profit or loss, 
stand by and laugh at t|ieir folly : but when we 
reflect that the business of the manufacturer and 
vender involves the temporal happiness of thou- 
sands, as well as their eternal interests, the sub- 
ject assumes an infinitely more serious aspect. 

- In no poor-house that I have visiteil, have I fiul- 
ed of finding the wife or the widow, and the 
children of the drunkard. In one poor-hoiise, 
as my certificate will show, of 190 persons re- 
ceived there the past year, were nineteen wives 
of drunken husbands, and seventy-one children 
of drunken fathers / In almost every jail were 
husbands confined for whipping their wives, or 
for otherwise abusing their families. In one 
nine, in another fourteen, in another sixteen, 
had been in prison for this offence the last year; 
in another, three out of the four who were then 
in prison were confined for whipping their wives. 
But when we reflect that but a very small pro- 
portion of these brutes in human shape are thus 
punished, the amount of misery and domestic 
suffering arising from this source exceeds the 
powers of the human mind to compute ; and yet 
the sale of that which causes all this, is not only 
tolerated, but is authorised by law. 

Could we collect the wives and children of 
this class in a great amphithc'atre; place in an 
outer circle the manufacturem and the venders, 
and flx them there until each mother and child 
had told the history of their griefs; of their 



downward course from affluence or competency ; 
firom respectability and domestic happiness to 
poverty, to misery, and wretchedness; could the 
scenes of domestic discord be all acted over; 
could the blows of the sworn and once loved 
and cherished protector, now transformed to a 
madman and a brute, be made to sound in their 
ears, with the shrieks of these wives and mo- 
thers, and the wailings of their innocent chil- 
dren; could they, for the occasion, be furnished 
with powers of language to describe their days 
of toil and misery, and their nights of unmitiga- 
ted, unmingled and unavailing sorrow and an* 
guUh; could they throw into their countenances 
all the agony which has so often wrung their 
souls, all the terror and trembling, all the disgust 
and loathing which the conduct of their hus- 
bands and fisithers have caused fliem ; could these 
men hear the prayers of these wives for their 
husbands, that the temptation which had so be- 
sotted and enslaved them might not again be 
thrown in their way; and finally, could the se- 
cret tears which they have shed be made to fiow 
in full view of this circle of makers and dealers 
that surround them; could all this be done, is 
there a soul not absolutely in league with the 
great Adversaiy and Tempter himself, who could 
for another day or hour continue in this unholy 
business? Yet all this is seen by the eye of Om- 
niscience, and these g^roans and wailings and 
prayers have entered into the ears of the €kxl 
of Sabaoth; and yet fliese men who are the 
chief agents in producing all thisj, would have 
us consider them as patriots, as philanthropists, 
or even as Christians! Yes, men who profess 
to be governed by the law of love^-to feel their 
paramount obligation to do good to all men, yet 
assisting to hoist the flood-gates of intempe- 
rance, spreading desolation and ruin and death I 
occasioning misery in all its disgusting and hor- 
rid and heart-rending forms; and crime, which 
is fining our jails with felons, and our madhouses 
with maniacs, and our land with widows and 
orphansjk and hastening to the grave and to the 
judgment, those who God has said cannot inhe- 
rit his kingdom ! And yet, all this is seen in 
every section of our country at this 4lay, when 
no man can plead ignorance in regard te this 
subject. 

You, Sir, with every friend of his country^ and 
especially every friend to the religion of oar 
Saviour, cannot but be pained at the bare recital 
of these facts; yet you, and all that are engaged 
In the temperance reformation, may have flie 
pleasing reflection that you are laboring to era- 
dicate these evUs, and that all your labors and 
sacrifices in this cause have, thus far, been 
crowned with a measure of success so far be- 
yond you most sanguine anticipations, as to de- 
monstrate that the reform of temperance is under 
the special protection of Him who cau and will 
cause it ultimately to gain a complete and glo- 
rious triumph. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, yours, 

SAMUEL CHIPMAN. 
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There haying been an unexpected delay in the 
publication of my report^ I have used the time 
thus afforded me in. extending my inyeatigations 
into the three adjoining state* of Connecticaty 
Massachusetts and Vermont 

My first visit was to the town of Lllehfteld, 
Conn. Here, as in the other places which I 
yisited, every fgicility warn promptly afforded me 
for effecting the object of my visit The fol- 
lowing is the certificate of the jailer : 

Whole number imprisoned with one year on 
criminal charges, 31. 

Temperate, 

Doubtfiil, 3 

Intemperate, 28 

Of the three classed as doubtful, two made use 
of spirits, one of them very freely; the other 
was a transient person, and I cannot state with 
certidnty as to bis habits, but presume he was 
intemperate. Of the 28, (me has been in jail re- 
peatedly, the last time for assault an<l battery on 
a tavern keeper. Two others were lads, and 
their miiconcliict was the direct result of their 
intemperance. One man was committed for an 
attempt to commit a rape on his own (laughter; 
he was one of the lowest class of drunkards. 
Another was a boy, who was convicted and sent 
to State prison, for breaking into a school house 
and stealing a few books. A man was also ctm- 
victed of a similar offence in another part of the 
county. A man, once very respectable, was 
imprisoned for a violent assault on his son, be- 
cause the son had notified the retailers of ar- 
dent spirits not to sell him liquor. Two- for 
abuse to their families. One other was a young 
man convicted of shearing horses' tails: he was 
a great enemy to cold water societies, and took 
this way to evince his hostility to them. 

A. SEDGWICK, Jailer, 

Litchfield, May 9, 1834. 

Mr. Sedgwick kept a tavern and sold liquor, 
when he gave the above, but soon abandoned it 

Poor of the town of Litchfield. 

I (^rtify that there are now twenty-five per- 
sons supported by this town as paupers, whom, 
from my own knowledge, and information de- 
rived irom others, I class as follows : 

Not from intemperance, 5 

Doubtftil, 3 

From their own intemperance or 
that of their relatives, 17 

WM. BUEL. 

Amount of the town tax for the town 
of Litchfield, for the year ending 
the 1st of April. 1834, is $2,239 02 

The expenses of the paupers of the I 

town for the same period, we( a. . 900 00 | 



The average expense of the poor for 7 j 
past, has been $1,700. 

ICLIHU HARRISON, Town CUi 
Litckfietd, May 8, 1834. 

Am(rant of costs on criminal proseeu- 
tions in • the county of Litchfield, 
in the State of Connecticut, taxed 
by the Superior Court of said State, 
and paid firom the State treasury, 
within the year previous to the 1st 
of May, 1834 $71 

Amount of costs taxed by the County 
Court within said county, on State 
prosecutions, within the period 
above menti(med, and paid fh>ia 
the State treasoiy, vis:. $1>^< 

$2,39 

Certified by FREDERICK WOLCOT 

Clerk of said Superior and County d 

within tie county of Litci^ 

Costs as taxed within, by the Superi- 
or Court, the year previous to the 
1st of May, 1832^, $1,67 

Costs taxed as above, by the County 
Courts within the same period, . . . 2^ 



$4,03( 
Certified by F. WOLCOTT, Clet 

UtchjUld, May 8, 1834. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

BEBKSHIBE COUNTY. 

JAIL. 

I certify that 43 persons have been comm 
to this jail within one 3rear preceding the li 
April last, on criminal charges, whom I da 
follows : 

Temperate, 4 

Doubtful, 2 

Intemperate, 37 

One of the doubtful was a stranger, but 
peared to be intemperate. Of the intempei 
eleven were committed as << common dn 
ards,'' five of them from the same towi 
the same time. One was convicted (m t 
charges for assault and battery; one for as 
and battery on a woman ; four for profime s^ 
ing; one was acquitted on plea of insai 
which was induced by a course of intempera 
one other also was insane, probably from 
same cause; four were committed for bes 
their wives. 

JOSEPH PALMER, JaiU 

Lenox, May 10, 1834. 

Poor of the town of Pittsfield. 
In the two years preceding the 1st of i 
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last, there were about fifty-five penons ataiated 
as paupers by the town of Pittsfield, whom I 
class as follows : 

Not reduced to poverty by intem- 

perance, 13 

Doubtful, 18 

From their own intemperance or 
that of their relatives, 24 

Of the doubtful, are a number who were in 
the poor-house but a short time, and I had no 
means of knowing as to their habits; four were 
children whose parents I did not know, and five 
others were transient foreigners. The expense 
of the poor for the first year was about $800, 
and the last year about $540. 

DANIEL H. FRANCIS. 

The poor tax formerly paid by this town was 
generally more than $1,200. 

Mr. Francis has had charge of the poor a 
number of years. 

Fom of WUliarMUnor*, 

Whole number assisted in one year^ 29 

Temperate, • 1 

Doubtftil, 10 

Intemperate, 18 

Of 'the doubtful is a fjamily of eight persons, 
the parents of which make free use of spirits. 
One of those reduced to poverty by intempe- 
rance is a woman whose husband is in state pri- 
son for beating her while he was intoxicated. 

HENRY RAYMOND, 
One of the Overseert of the Poor* 
STEPHEN HOSFORD, 
Chairman of the Board of Selectmen^ and 
late one of the Overseers of the Poor, 

VERMONT. 

BSNNXNOTON COUNTT. 

JAIL, 

Whole number committed in one year, 5. 

Doubtfiil, 1 

Intemperate, 4 

JESSE LOOMIS, Jr., Jailer. 
Bemdngton, May 13, 1834. 

Poor of the town of Bennington, 
Whole number in one year, 12. 

Temperate, 4 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 5 

The expense of the poor, the last year was 
A>out $750. 
« HEMAN ROBINSON, 

H Overseer of the Poor, 

Bennington^ May 13, 1834. 

Poor of the town of Pownal, 

Whole number in one year, 13. 

Temperate, 2 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 10 

Expense for the year, $350. 

SAMUEL WRIGHT, > s!.u.„n.^ 
JOSEPH MYERS, Jr., J '^«*«""»«»- 



There are about twenty trials on criminal 
prosecutions in this county annually, the expense 
of which may probably be estimated at $25 each 
trlaL 

H. ROBINSON, 
Clerk of Sup. and County Courts. 

I made very few examinations in Vermont; 
among that few was one in reg^d to the poor 
of flie town of Monkton, and this grew out of 
the circumstance of my being told that of the 
whole number of paupers in that small town, 35 
in all, every one was brought to poverty by in- 
temperance. I expressed an opinion that if 
every case was examined, exceptions would be 
found. A critical examination was made, and 
the result was, that there was not an exception 
— not one about which there could be any doubt. 
In one family there were 7; in two, 6 each; in 
another 5; in two others 4 each in another 3, 
and another 1. 

This examiaation was made by Luman Smith, 
Esq. and Judge Ck>llins. 

ALBANY POLICE OFFICE. 
As every person charged with crime in the city, 
must be brought before the Police Court for tri- 
al or examination, I took my station in the office, 
and for three weeks took down a brief memo- 
randum of facts in most of the cases — some 
were brought up when I was not in the office — 
of others I could net decide. The details were 
given in my former editions, though very brief- 
ly, and they were embraced in an address to 
die Hon. Erastus Coming, then Mayor jof the 
city, and six thousand copies were struck off in 
handbill form and circulated through the city. 
Some of the details were of an interesting clia- 
raoter, but I do not think a republication of 
them at this stage of the temperance reform 
would be advisable. The following is a sum- 
mary of most of the cases : 

Whole number in 3 weeks, 85. 

Temperate, 4 

Doubtful, 5 

Intemperate, 76 

The following facts in regard to applications 
for assistance as paupers, will give a very faint 
idea of the daily exhibitions of misery and 
wretchedness occasioned by intemperance : 

The memorandums I give are very brief; in- 
deed, the facts connected with some of the most 
interesting cases are of such a character as to 
render the propriety of embodying them in this 
report at least doubtful. 

March 24, 1834. — The first applicant was a fe- 
male. She had lately come from the west; was 
entirely destitute of money, and almost of cloth- 
ing; was sent to to the alms-house. Acknowl- 
edges she had been intemperate. 

Application for assistance in case of a young 
man who was in a most distressed situation from 
disease ; died in a few days. He was temperate. 

A respectable appearing woman applied for a 
load of wood; has a sick child and no resources 
except her own labor; her residence was in a 
back street. The child which had been sick 
near five years was just alive, was bolstered up 
in two chairs, that were drawn up near a stove 
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ia which there wai no fire, and no wood to 
niake it. Every thing bore the marks of indus- 
ti^ and neatnetiy and poverty. You are a widow, 
I presume 7 laid I. " No sir, worse than a wid- 
^ify'* was the reply. Where is your husband 7 
« In the country ; he has afforded me no assist- 
ance in bringing up my children for a long time." 
*< Why does not your husband assist you 7" " He 
is a druokanl.'' 

' A woman came Into the office to-day, in the 
absence of Col. Osbom, and I took the liberty 
to ask her whether she wanted assistance from the 
6Terseer7 '' No,'' was the very prompt and as I 
thought, indignant reply. I found at last that 
i<he wanted to pay her lax to the collector. She 
M<I it <Lnd appeared to be much relieved,but sad- 
ness still brooded over her countenance. She said 
that her husband died a year or two since ; left 
4 small house and lot on which there was a 
mortgage of $200, which sha was trying to 
raise by her own labor, while she supported 
Borself and six chiklren. <'Ah!" said she, 
with tears, <^my husband was a dear good man, 
only he would take a drop too much. It grieves 
me to think I have worked hard so many years 
and it has almost all gone for rum ; but 1*11 not 
go to the alms-house, I'll die first.*' 

March 27. — ^A very respectable appearing me- 
chanic applied to have his wife sent to the alms- 
house. She was very intemperate and his object 
was to place her out of the way of the tempting 
poison for a time, hoping to reclaim her. He 
was advised to wait a little longer. I went to 
thit house and found she was very industrious 
apd a good housewife, were it not for her in- 
tnnperance. I saw on the wall the marks of the 
ham and egg^ which she had prepared for din- 
ner the day before, and which in a fit of drunk- 
en madness she had thrown about the room. — 
Have not heard from them since. 

An aged woman implied fbr assistance; her 
husband who had been dead for some years was 
intemperate. 

Application for a coffin for a child; the wo- 
man bore the marks of intemperance ; the hus- 
band appeared to be sober; it is very difficult in 
some cases to ascertain as to their habits. 

A strolling drunkard applied and was refiised. 

An old colored woman who was sick, was 
sent to the alms-house ; she appeared to be tem- 
penite. 

^ ^arch 28. — A coffin asked for a woman who 
died very suddenly last night; want of employ- 
ment was the reason assigned for asking assist- 
ance; the husband appeared temperate. 

An aged couple, the husband 82 years old, 
the wife sick, doubtless temperate. 

A female asked to be sent to alms-house; she 
18 intemperate. 

April 1. — A loathsome looking object, a man 
about 25 years old whom I have often seen beg- 
ging in the streets, was brought in with his face 
bruised in the most shocking manner. He was 
slightly affected with delirium tremens — ^has been 
in state prison. 

A woman applied to be sent to alms-house ; 
she has been there before, and in jail; is intem- 
perate. The man sent from the police office to 



Jail with delirium tremens is dead, and a coffin 
must be furnished; he has left a wifo and five 
or six children. Tie was once a good meehanioy 
but for some years has been dissipated, and has 
been suppiicil with liquor in a great measure^ 
from his wife's earnings. 

April 2, — A family who were probably tempe- 
rate, applied for the Ward Physician. 

April 3. — The wife of a very respectable me- 
chanic, applied to be sent with her three chil- 
dren to the alms-house. On inquiry these are 
probably the facts. The husband has been in 
good business, and has received $1,50 per day; 
employment enough, but for some weeks he has 
absented himself from his shop; has spent his 
time in drinking, and his earnings and credit to 
pay for it. His family are supported by the pub- 
lic, by the earnings of the sober and industrious. 
The vender of ardent spirit has his money. 

A woman with children asked assistance, the 
husbantl is a ilrunken vagabond. 

April 7. — An English dimily sent to the alms- 
house; this is a very interesting case, the long 
continued illness of the husband is doubtless the 
cause of their poverty. 

April 9, — A vagrant who has been lying about 
in bams and sheds, and is affected with rheuma- 
tism, sent to the alms-house; can only judge of 
his habits from his course of life; have never 
known a vagrant that was not intemperate. 

April 16. — A poor woman wants permit to go 
to alms-house, ami an order to bind out her son 
Tdio is about 17 years old, and a very bad boy; 
she says her husband works hard, but spends all 
his money for liquor. 

Now, sir, from the facts which I have thus 
presented, I cannot but believe you may be as- 
sisted, as I have before observed, in determining 
the important question whether the prosperity of 
the city of Albany, will be promoted by grant- 
ing or withholding, increasing or diminishing 
the facilities for obtaining ardent spirit. It is 
granted sir, that to make the innovation which 
appears to be called for, and urge forward to a- 
glorious consummation the great moral reforma- 
tion so auspiciously begun, devolves upon you, 
as Mayor, a great weight of responsibility; calls 
for the exercise of moral courage. But this re- 
sponsibility must be assumed and this courage 
exercised in every attempt at moral reformation. 
Attempt to control the passions or appetites of 
the multitude, and you must expect to encounter 
obloquy and opposition. 

But it is said with truth, that any law or regu- 
lation which comes in collision with the appe- 
tites or imagined interests of men, will be ope- i 
rativc no farther than it is sustained by public i 
opinion. It is equally true and lamentably sO| that i 
public men are apt rather to lag behind and re- 
tard the march of public opinion, than to get in 
advance of it. It is time enough to abandon a 
course by which we know the highest interests 
of the community would be promoted, when wo 
have found that the people will not sustain us in 
it. Such has been the flood of light that has 
been poured upon the evils of intemperance ; so 
great a change has been effected in the feelings 
and habits of the people, that I do believe sir^ , 



^a wilt in the end receive the mnit hearty 
thanks of that very cUsa whose pracliceiaadap- 
pclite* appear to preaenl the jnoal formiiiable 
objection to withholding liccocea. The 
aciences or these people, you may rely upon it, 
will bear testimony in your favor. If you act 
with promptitude uid decision they will chei 
ftillf submit — if you falter and betray yc 
doubts and fears, they will see It and maj' resist. 
~ ■ to come to the point at once; when you 
ka/na tlut the great obstacle to their proaperity 
le use of intoxicating drinka,' that they cao 
er rise with this load pressing them into the 
— when you aee that inlempennce ia the 
great leveller, always levelling doum, but nerer 
levelling up, always degrailing, but never eleva- 
■" g their moral characters— always deteriora- 
ting, but never improving their intelleclual fac- 
ultiea, will it not be humane, will it not be pa- 
' tic, will it not he acting (he part of a public 
benefactor, to presume that they will be satisfied 
with (he gODibiBSS of yout iulenliona, as well as 
with the correctness of your judgment in throw- 
ing every obatacle in the way of (heir obtaining 
the poison that is thus sinking them to poverty, 
lo wretcheilness and infamy. 

hat I may treapasa no larlher upon your time, 
ue by re marking, it has beensaid that in ev- 
ery country where poisonous piania or reptiles 
abound, a kind Providence has also placed the 
antidola; that in every age and country in which 
dangerous errors or heresies have made thei 
VPeaxancc, some bold anddaringspirit has bcei 
raised Dp with talent to discern, and courage to 
expose them. May not the friends of te: 

:e and good order, Ifnowing as they do the 
early and deep interest you have taken in * 
" e, flatter themaelvesthatyouhavebeen. 

•o the Mayoralty of this city, for just "such 
* time as this." 

I am. Sir, with (he highest respect. 
Your ob't aerv't. 
SAMUEL CHIIFMAK. 
MbmS, AprU 19,1834. 
SaCTBACT FROM " PLAIN FACTS." 
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Boston, April 26, 1834. - 

The establishment of the Police Court in (he 
city of Boa(on went into operation in June, 1823. 

al)ou(Che middle of January, 1634; and during 
(hat (ime, (he distribution of the duties of said 
court assigned to me were to hold aaid court ev. 
ery third and some par( of the (ime every se- 
cond week, when I had (o exercise the power 
of the court in the examination of all the ofiTen- 
ces against the laws coBunilted in the city of 
Boston, complained against in that courtj and 
those embraced nearly all the ofibnces of erery 
description against the interests of society, 
which were committed in the city of Boston, 
or within the jurisdiction of our courts of 
justice. At the establishment of said Follcs 
CoutI, I commenced keeping an exact record of 
all caaeslhai were examined before me, with tha 
of such examination, and my observation! 



n the same at the (t 



weUaa 
pablio with any information they 
as to the nature and progress of cri 



.d (his for 



furnish ths 



ove table, 

(except the second column, which ia from (he 
reconlaof the court, kept by thederk,) is pre- 
pared,] 

Thus i( app'ears that during (he one hundred 
and ninely-eigh( weeks, in the eleven years tliat 
I held the Police Court, there were examined 
by me 9,661 cases! and of that number 1,661 
were examined and tried on the direct charge of 
being common dnrnkardtll And of all otlier 
ctiarges in the cnmplainls examined byme, such 
as vagal)onds, assaults and batteries, lewd and 
lascivioua conduct, and every other species of 
crime durii^ the said eleven years, I am Batia< 
fled that more than one-half of the same were, 
directly or indirectly caused by intemperance. 
BENJAMIN WHITMAN. 
It appears by comparing the closing remark 
with the table, that in the opinion of Judge 
Whitman, seven-tenths of all the crime brought 
before the Police Court in 11 years is to be at- 
tributed, to intemperance; and, accordingly, 
that the number of cases which he tried himself, 
which were directly or indirectly to he attribu- 
ted to this cause, was 5,661 1 And of the expe- 
ce of the other judges corresponded with 
of Judge Whiunan, there were tried 3,719 
cases charged am! tried as commim dnmkardts _,. 
id including these, 12,676 cases, w)ast erimW' 
tn caiittd by iatrmperaace. 
Judge Whi(man says of those examined by 
him who were charged as common drunkards, 
probably not three were acquitted. 

STATE PRISON. 
Cases of conviction and sentence to the State 
Prison at Charlestown, from (he city ot Bos- 
ton, during (en years, ending April I, 1834: 
Years. 

1824-25 49 

1825-26 3V 

I82e-2T 36 

1827-28 43 

1828-29 31 

1829-30 37 
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1S30-31 fiO 

1831-32 *'2 

1832-33 i 1 

1833-34 41) 

For ten yearn, 404. 

The expense to the state or Kupiiortir.;^ the es. 
tablishmcnt from 1827 to 1831, inclusive, was 
$33,533.04. Since that time, tlie prison has 
been a source of income to the State. Boston's 
proportion of this expense was probably equal 
to the proportion of convicts sent from the cily, 
which would be $14,646 . 03. 

Question put to the Wanlcn and Chaplain of 
the State Prison at Charlestown, April, 1834 : 

What is the principal caune of all thin criiiir ? 

Having been an ofllcer in the MamachusettH 
State Prison since June, 1828, I should not doubt 
that three.fourths of all the con v iris commit teil 
to this inr.itution from tlie city of I3oR!on, were 
persons who had been in the Imbitual practice of 
using^ ardent spirits to excess; and fn>m the ap- 
pearance of the men, on their reception, it is 
ptoboble that seven-eighths of those received 
were of the same character. 

CHARLES LINCOLN, Warden, 

Having been connected with State Prisons 
ever since the aaturan of 1825, and having giv- 
en much attention to the amount of influence ex- 
erted by the use of anient spirits in preparing men 
to become the inmates of such institutions, I 
thiiik I can safely tay that at least tliree-fourlhs 
of ail the prisoners with whom I have become 
acquainted, have been victims of intemperance; 
and I think that half of the other fourtli have 
been habitual drinkers, to a greater or less extent. 

JARED CURTIS, Chaplain of Mans. S, P. 

HOUSE OF INDUSTRY. 
Admitted to the House of Industry in the city of 
Boston, during ten years, ending April 1, 1834 : 
Years. 

1824-25 866 

1826-26 677 

1826-27 630 

1827-28 643 

1828-^ 640 

18291-30 755 

1830-31 675 

1831-32 867 

1832-33 895 

1833-34 940 

For ten years, 7,588. 

The expense of supporting this pauperism, as 
Itantished by the City Auditor, above the earn- 
ings of the establishment, is as follows : 

Ftor the year ending April, 1826 $ «»,S98 81 

" " 18a6—-» 22,183 97 

" " 1827 29,791 97 

" " 1828 16,190 16 

•* " 1829 17,996 12 

«« " 1830 17,997 22 

" " 1831 19,476 13 

'* " 1839 19,999 91 

" " 1883 23,043(11 

« '< 1834 18,606 29 

0194,087 67 

Sxfen»e of ouUdoor Poor, furnished by the City 

Auditor. 
For the year ending April, 1836 990,709 39 



For ihe y^ar endin? April, l»»96 1- 

" •' iHvT 1 

•• " ih'jh 1 

(( i< |<.o«> \ 

<« " \rJ\ 1 

'• " JSJI 1 

" " ISJJ 1 

<' " IH33 I 

'< " lt31 

$13 

Qvenfinn. — What is the great cause 
amount of pauperism, and expense fur i 
|M)rL 7 

'1 lie whole number of the inmates 
House of Industry or AInis-House at 
Boston durin;^ the year 18:)3, was 1273, of 
930 were ailulis, and 313 children. 

Of the adults, there have been inten 
670; supposed to be temperate, princip 
sane, idiotic and disabled, 101 ; unknow 
babiy a majority of them intemperate, 1 

Of the 343 children, there are known 
had in'emperate parents, 257; and of 
maining 86, not 20 are known to have b 
ofiRiprings of temperate fathers and motl 

This statement concerning the propor 
intemperate in the house, was made to 
cretary of the State, in 1833. Since tlia 
I have ascertained that 3 of the 101, si 
to be temperate, were drunkards; and I 
doubt chat at least three-fourths of tl 
whose former habits are returned as ur 
have been drunkards. 

I have been superintendent of the H 

Industry three years, and I think the c 

delirium tremens, and the proportion of 

ards, were more in 1831-32 than in in 1{ 

ARTKMUS SIMONDS, Superi\ 

House of Industryt April 8, 1824. 

Mr. Simonds further states that <' it is 
common to have in the house, at the san 
three generations of drunkards from tl 
stock, parents and children, and childrei 
<lren.-' He adds, that <' the public are m 
what they are supporting at so great ex 

I was Superintendent of the House oi 
try, at South Boston, from its establish] 
June, 1823, till April, 1821, when I r< 
and Mr. Artemus Simonds was appointe 
am of opinion that seven-eighths of the 
ism in that house is to be attributed to 
of spiritous liquors. I am also of opin 
one-half of this intemperance is to be al 
to the licensed and unlicensed grog-sho] 

WILLIAM ST 

Boston, April 24, 1834. 

The undersigned. Directors of the E 
Industry, hereby certify, that from their 
edge of the paupers supported in that ins 
they are of opinion that at least three 
are brought to pauperism, directly or in< 
by the intemperate use of spirituous liqi 
DANIEL HENCHNAN 
ALVAN SIMONDS, 
A. P. CLEVELAND, 
RICHARDS CHILD, 
JOSEPH LEWIS. 
Boston, AprU 34, 1834. 



CHAPTER II. 






RECENT EXAMINATIONS IN OTHER STATES, 



IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER. 



The ample details which I have given in my 
report of the jails and poor-houses of New-York, 
may be deemed abundant to show the moral and 
pecuniary evils growing out of the use of intoxi- 
eating drinks, but it may be important to show 
that their e£fects are uniform — Uiat other states 
•offer equally with our own. I therefore will 
give a few &cts gathered from the same sources 
fai other districts and states where I have had 
opportunities to examine. 

I will be as brief as possible and will com- 
mence with 

DELAWARE. 

Newcastle County Jail, 

Whole No. committed in sixteen months, 84. 

Temperate, 9 

Doubtful, 14 

Intemperate, . . ^ 61 

Of the temperate one is an old woman who 
will live in jail, and when turned oiit commits 
some act to get re-committed. One was a 
colored man for killing a white ma!i for Impro- 
per intimacy with his wife.. Of the intempe- 
mte^ one for negro stealing, two for assault and 
battery, three for manslaughter!! two for mur- 
der!!! and three for whipping their wives. 

WM. E. MOORE, Sheriff. 

Newcastle, March 31, 1842. 

Poor-House. 

Whole number assisted in one year, 140. 

Temperate, 56 

Doubtful, 28 

Intemperate, 56 

H. F. ASKEW, M. D. 
WUmingUm, April 1st, 1842. 

N. B. I will not attempt to account for the 
- ▼017 great dilSerence between the proportion re- 
duced to poverty by intemperance here and in 
other states. 



INDIANA. 

Dearborn County Jail, 

Whole number committed in 11 months, 17. 

Temperate, 1 

Donbtfiil, 

Intemperate, 16 

WM. GLASGOW, JmUr. 
WibmngUm, March 36<A, 1841. 



Floyd County Jail, 

Whole number in 13 months, 27. 

Temperate, « 6 

Doubtftil,... 4 

Intemperate, 17 

Of the temperate three were lads for stealing 
pies. WM. B* GREEINE, JaiUr. 

Nevf'Albauy, April 6, 1841. 

Franklin County Jail. 

Whole number in one year, 6. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, • 6 

Two for whipping their wives. 

LEWIS BRIGGS, JaUer. 
BrookvilU, 23(f March, 1841. 

Jefferson County Jail. 

Whole number in about 15 months, 39. 

Temperate, ; 3 

Doub tf u 1, 2 

Intemperate, 34 

One of tile temperate uses liquor and was sent 
here for a riot! I Of the inten4>erate four were 
committed twice each — ^two, three times, and 
one ftve times^-four for whipping their wives- 
one three times tor that offence. 

S. E. HATCHER, Jailer. 
Madison, April 10, 1840. 

MAINE. 

Bangor Jail. 

Whole number committed in about one year, 
83. 

Temperate,... 7 

Doubtfol, > 23 

Intemperate, 53 

Of the temperate, one was a young girl for 
arson, whose mother was intemperate— the 
others were lads. Of the doubtful, three were 
lads under 14 years old, whose Ceithers were in- 
temperate—two others for assault and battery^ 
one for assault on his wife*--one was a vaga- 
bond, and one rum-seller fbrassanlt tad battery. 
(How much temperance was there probably 
among them all?) Of the intemperate 18 were 
committed as common drunkards — ^two for whip- 
ping their wives. 

GEO. WELLINGTOH 9 JCMpfr 

Btrngor, Jan, 6<A, 1840. 
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Poor-Houie, 

* 

Whole number during the year, 95. 

Temperate, 9 

Doubtful, 27 

Intemperate, 59 

JAMES PALMER, Keeper. 
Bangor^ 6th Jan. 1840. 

There are a number of explanations here 
which go to show that a number of the doubt- 
ful were in fact intemperate. Of those by in- 
temperance two were brought to the poor- 
house laboring under delerium tremens^ and 
two deranged by intemperance. 

Augusta Jail, 

Whole number in 10 months, ^60. 

Tenu)erate, 10 

Doubtful, ;. 5 

Intemperate, •• 35 

Of the temperate there were 15 for assault and 
battery — two, twice each for that offence — three 
for dnmkenness — one 3 times — two deranged 
by intemperance, and one man for killing his 
^dfe. H. JOHNSON. 

Augusta, 17th Dec. 1840. 

Waldo. County Jail, 

. Whole number in one year^ 24. 

Temperate, 7 

Doubtful, , 4 

Intemperate, 13 

NATHANIEL HAYWOOD, Keeper, 
Belfast, Ath March, 1B40. 

Poor of Canaan, Somerset county. 

Whole nmnber^ 35. 

Temperate. •«••,., 5 

Doubtftil, 

Intemperate, 30 

poor of Thomaston* 

Whole number in the year, 43. 

Temperate, 2 

Doubtful, i 7 

Intemperate, 34 

TIMOTHY FOGG, Keeper, 

Camden Poor, 

Whole number in one year, 40. 

'Temperate, 3 

Doubtftil,. 3 

Intemperate, 34 

^ Ayetage expenne for the last 10 y^ars, $1,000. 
Waterville Poor, 

Whole ntunber, 43. 

Ttonmerate, ,... '5 

Doubtful, 12 

InteB4wrate, i 26 

O. W. PRESSET. Keeper, 
1st June, IQiO. ' '^ 



OHIO. 

Butler County Jail. 

Whole in about 17 months, 29. 

Temperate, 3 

Doubtful, 4 

Intemperate, 22 

Of the intemperate, three for bigamy, ai 
eight for assault and battery. 

JOHN K. WILSON, Sheriff, 
Hamilton, llth March, 1841. 

Champagne County, 

Whole number from 21st Nov. 1840, to 15 
Feb. 1841, 4. 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 3 

In the year 1838, whole number, 11. 
Intemperate, 11 

In the year 1839, whole number, J. 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 6 

In 1840, whole number, 8. 

Temperate, 3 

Intemperate, ; 5 

JOHN McCORD, late JaUer. 

Uubana, 15th Feb. 1841. 

Champagne County Poor-House 

Whole number in the year, 13. 

Not flrom intemperance......... 3 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperance, 7 . 

JOSEPH SMITH, 
Director of county Poor^ouae, 
WestviUe, 15th Feb, 1841. 

Clark County Jail, 

Whole number in a year, 10. 

Temperate, 5 

Intemperate, 5 

Of the intemperate, two for whipp!n|^ flu 
wives. E. PARKER, JmUr. 

Clermont County Jail, 

Whole number, 8. 

Temperate, , 2 

Intemperate, 6 

Of the intemperate, one was committed f 
assault and battery— one for stealing fowls— oi 
for burning flie bam of a tavern keeper— J 
committed suicide in jail. 

Coshocton County Jail. 

Whole number in 16 months, 9. 

Temperate,.. 

Doubtful,... , 2 

Intemperate, 7 

SAMUEL MORBISON, JaOer. 
Coshocton, J^ne IB, im^ — 
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Cuyahoga Jail. 

Whole number for two yean, 546. 

Temperate and doubtful, 24 

Intemperate^ 522 

Poor.Houae of Cleveland, 

In a year assisted at the poor-house, and 
bote who received temporary relief, 408. 

Not from intemperance, 42 

Dbubtful, 41 

Intemperance, 325 

Children of intemperate parents, 186. 

Amount of county tax, $15,069— $13,389 for 
he expense of crime and pauperism growing 
»ut of intemperance. 

N. 6. The statistics of this county were ob- 
tained by Levi C. Turner, Esq., the gentleman 
whom I have mentioned in my report as clerk 
of supervisors of Otsego co.. New- York, at 
the time I made my examination. He was ap- 
pointed by a temperance convention at Cleve- 
lajid, to make this examination, and perhaps a 
more suitable person could not have been se- 
lected. His report, which was very ample in 
detail, was published and evidently hat produ- 
ced great effect. 

These statistics were obtained in Jan. 1841. 

Franklin County JaU, 

Whole number committed from 11th Dec., 
1839, to 1st Feb., 1841, 66, 

Temperate, 1 . 6 

Doubtful, 6 

Intemperate, 54. 

Of the intemperate, two for burglary, one for 
whipping his wife, and one for rape—- one for 
mnrder committed at a house of ill-faipe, kept 
by hii mother, and another also at a similar 
place, and my opinion is, that he was excited 
by liquor. Further, I do not believe that of 
fhe 66, that one could be found strictly tempe- 
rate. JAMES GRAHAM, Sheriff. 

Columbus, 7th Feb, 1841. 

Poor.Hou9e, 

Whole number, 39. 

Temperate, 9 

Doubtftd, 7 

Intemperate, 23 

Of the temperate are tome aged females, who 
were never married, and some idiots. Of the 
intemperate, were three deranged, probably by 
intemperance— one bUiid from the same cause- 
one man getting drank at a tavern in the city, 
fell and was to injured that he was brought here 
and died the next day. 

EDWARD HEDDEN, Keeper, 

Columbui, Feb, 9th, 1841. 

Fairfield County JaU. 

Whole number in seven months, 12, 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, « 10 

During the tame time twemty othen were 



sent here by the corporation, all of whom were 
intoxicated when brought here. 

SAMUEL EWING, Sheriff. 
Laneaetert 10th June, 1841. 

Greene County Jail, 

Whole number in 18 months, 25. 

Temperate, 1 

Intemperate, 24 

The one put down temperate, had formerly 
been a drunkard. Of the Intemperate two for 
robbery committed when intoxicated, and nine 
for whipping their wives. Ten others were 
sent here by the corporation during the same 
time, all of whom were intemperate. 

W. C. ROBINSON, Sheriff. 

Xenia, 20^ Feb. 1841 

Poor'Houee 

The whole number received in 1840, 6. 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 5 

Hamilton County JaU. 

In the last three months, whole number com- 
mitted, 89. 

Temperate, ^. 9 

DoubtAil, 14 

Intemperate, 66 

Of the intemperate, two for rape and five fbr' 
whipping their wives. 

Of T7 sent from this jail to state prison^ in a 
year and a half: 

Temperate, ; * . . . . 10 

Doubtftil, 8 

Intentperate, 59 

ELIAS H. HOUGH, Jailer. 

N. B. After I left the jail, Mr. Hough said to 
a gentleman iniio accompanied me, that he did 
not suppose there was one among the whole 
strictly temperate. 

Cineittnati, filth Feb. 1841. 

Highbmd ComUy JaU, 

Whole number received in one year^ 5. 

Tempe^te, 1 

Doubtful, y,.., 2 

Intemperate, 2 

One of the intemperate charged with mnrder. 

Licking County JaU. 

Whole number in about 15 months, 42. 

Temperate, 2 • 

Doubtfiil, 8 

Intemperate, 33 

Of file intemperate, 20 were intoxicated when 

brought here. 

P. OWENS, JaUer, 
Newarkt 27th Jan. 1841. 

MueHngrum County JmU ^ 

Whole number in about eight inoDtti% 47. 

Temperate,. '• 5 

Doabtfhl, 7 

iBtwipeiBte,.., •.,.•.,••••,,••• 95 
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Of the intemperate^ for auault and baltery 
four — larceny slx^ one the third time for that 
offence — three for murder — ^three for whipping 
their wives, one three times—'three were g^ls — 
i|il very intemperate. 

EDWARl) BALL, Sheriff. 
Zaneaville, Jaru 30M, 1S41. 

Poor-Hqu9e 

Whole number since . the house was opened, 
the 2d Nov. last, 18. 

Temperate, 6 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 11 

Of the Intemperate, there was one family 
consisting of father, mother and three children. 
— BoHi parents had deleriuih tremens when 
brought here, and the father threw himself 
Crom the third story window and was killed. 

. SANFORD HOWARD, 

Superintendent. 
Feb, 3d, 1841. 

Perry County JaU. 

r 

Whole number in one year, 11. 

Temperate, « 1 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 4. 9 

Of the intemperate there were two brothers, 
one of whom had one son with him in jaiL 

In 1838, the whole committed, 11. 

Temperate, • 1 

Intemperate,.. 10 

Of the intemperate, two for whipping their 
wives. DAVID FOY, Sheriff. 

Rou County Jail. 

Whole number in 14 months, 15* 

Temperate,. 4.. 1 

Doubtful,... ^ 1 

Intemperate, 13 

Of the intemperate, one was a colored man, 
for killing his child — two for asaanlt and battery 
on females— one for whipping his wife— one 
drowned himself when intoxicated. 
Sent, by city authority, since Jan. 1840, 21. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtfhl, 2 

Intemperate,. 18 

Twelve were committed for^ drunkenness. 

CHARLES MARTIN, Late Sheriff. 
ChiUicothe, June 4^h^ 1841. 

Stark County. 

Whole number in one year, 17. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 2 

Intemperate, 14 

Three for whipping their wives. Three 
others were sent here for safe keeping, who 
were deranged by intemperance* 

6. B. HAAS^' Dept. Sheriff. 
CtffiloR. June 21» 1841. 



Trumbull County Jail. 

Whole number in one year, 16. 

Temperate, ..».. 4 

Doubtful, 2 

Intemperate, 10 

Of the temperate five were for horse stealing 
— two for whipping their wives. 

WARREN YOUNG, Sheriff. 
Warren, June 22, 1841. 

Poor 'House, 

Whole number, 16. 

Temperate, 6 

Doubtful, 4 

Intemperate, 6 

JOHN LANE, Keeper, 

Here was one case about which I knew. I 
told the keeper it was , not through intempe- 
rance, but on reflection and inquiry, I find I was 
mistaken. So that it should stand. 

Temperate, 5 

Doubtful, . 4 

Intemperate, ' 7 

This person was of one of the most respecta- 
ble families — her father has held two of the 
highest offices in the gift of the people of a 
state. 

Warren County Jail. 

Whole number in one year, 24. 

Temperate, ^ 1 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 20 

Also three by the corporation, all intempe- 
rate. N. BOWERS, Sheriff. 
Lebanon, March 10, 1841. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

CerUer County JaU. 

Whole number in one year, 11.. 

Temperate, « 2 

Doubtful,.... 2 

Intemperate, 7 

Of the intemperate, one for horse stealing— 
one for sheep stealing, and two for whipping 
their wives. WILLIAM COOK, Keeper. 

Bellfonte, Jan, 25, 1842. 

John Gardner 4ied or was killed when intox- 
icated, and the inquest and trial of the supposed 
murderer cost the county $200. 

Lamar Township, in this county, has 6 pau- 
pen, and 5 made so by intemperance. Whole ^ 
expense $300 per year. 

Chester County Prison. 

Whole number in fifteen months, 40. 

Temperate, 15 

Doubtful, , 

Intemperate, 25 

Of the intemperate, one for horse stealing. 
He was deranged, and his derangment caus^ 
by intemperance. One for arson — ^two for mur- 
der. In one case the murder and murdered 
man were both drunk. Seven for assault aad 
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battery — three for whipping their wives, and 
one sober woman for whipping her drunken 
husband. ROBERT IRWIN, 

Keeper of Prison, 
Westchester, March 28, 1842. 

- Poor-House, 

Whole number received in about 10 months, 
220. 

Temperate, 51 

Doubtful, 36 

Intemperate, 133 

Of the intemperate, 13 had sore legs. Thir- 
ty'-nine died during the year, and nineteen of 
ttiem were intemperate. The last were all 
adults, the temperate were, many of them, 
children, some of a few days, or even hours, 
old. 

The expense over and above all receipts from 
the labor of the paupers, was $6,o6o. Mr. 
Walker, the keeper, declined signing the above 
lest he should injure the feelings of some of the 
unfortunate Individuals. 

West Bradford, March 29, 1842. 

Columbia County Jail. 

Whole number in eight months, 11. 

Temperate, , 1 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, * . , 10 

Two of the intemperate for abusing their 
wives 

JOHN FRUIT, Sheriff 

Danville, Jan, 4, 1842. 

. Dauphin County Jail, 

rrom 26th Oct. 1839, to Nov. 1840, whole 
number, 110. 

Temperate, , 21 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate,. 89 

Of the temperate three for assault and batte- 
ry!!! Of the intemperate four for whipping 
their wives; twenty for larceny:, thirty -one for 
drunkenness, and eleven ibr assault and battery. 

JOHN FOX, Sheriff. 

Harrisburg, Feb, 9, 1842. 

Erie County Jail. 

Whole number eomioaitted in onp year, 46. 

Temperate, 7 

DoubttuI, 2 

IntempMbV r 27 

Of theskniiMiil^ four for assault and batte- 
ly, one foot 'tlikiiit for that ofience; two for 
whipping thdhr wJtFeB. 

G. L. WOOD, Jailer, 

Erie, June 28, 1841. 

Juniata County Jail. 

Whole No. committed, 4. 

Temperate, 1 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, 3 

The temperate man was committed for assault 
and battery on his intemperate brother-in-law. 



Of the three, one for larceny, one assault and 
battery, and one for whipping his wife. 
Mifflinton, Feb. 3, 1842. 

I am unable to decipher the name of the per- 
son who signs the above. 

Lancaster County JdU., 

Whole number males, 355. 

Temperate, 59 

Doubtful, 91 

Intemperate, 205 

Whole number females, 30. 

Temperate, 2 

Doubtful, 4 

Intemperate, 24 

Of both, 385. 

Temperate, 61 

Doubtful, 95 

Intemperate,^ . . . : ^ ....... . 229 

Of intemperate, for assault and battery, 15; 
for whipping their wives, 5; murder, 1. One 
woman was committed eight times. 

A. E. ROBERTS, Sheriff. 

I am authorized by the sheriff to say that he 
does not suppose there-was, in the whole number, 
one who did not make use of liquor. 

The large business done at this jail will sur- 
prise no one, when told that in Lancaster city, 
with a population of a little over 8,000, there 
were, last year, seventt-two licensed 
TAVERNS, besides groceries and stores where 
spirits were sold. 

PooT'^House, 

Whole number received in six months, 280. 

ll^^ot from intemperance, 19 

Doubtful,. 75 

Intemperance, 186 

Of the donbtfid, 57 are put down so because 
I do not recollect their persons. 

HENRY MARKLEY, Keeper. 
Lancaster, Feb.Si4, 184SL 

Lycoming County Jail, 

Whole dumber in a little less than six months, 
3. 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, 

Intemperate, 3 

T^-o for whipping their wives, and the other 
for assault and battery, and he had been hereto- 
fore 18 months in jail for abusing his family. 

HUGH DONLY, Sheriff, 

But for intemperance thii jail would have 
been without a tenant for the last five or six 
months. 

Mifflin County Jail, 

Whole number in 10 months, 84. 

Temperate, 6 

Doubtful, 3 

Intemperate, 75 

Of the intemperate forty were sent here .for 
intemperance; twenty for assault and battcny; 
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two for anon; one fbr npt, and two for whip- 
ping their wives. A. OSBORNE^ Jailer* 
LewisUm, Jan. 31, 1842. 

Northumberland County Jail, 

Whole number in two years and two months, 
28. 

Temperate, ^ 

Doubtful, 1 

Intemperate, 18 

Of the intemperate, five for assault and bat- 
tery, one for arson, one woman for assault and 
battery, and three men for whipping tfaeir 
wives. HENRY GOSSLIN^ Sheriff. 

Sunbury, Jan. 10, 1842. 

Wayne County. 

Whole number in one year, 8. 

Temperate,. . , 1 

DoubtM, 4 

Intemperate, 3 

RICHARD LANCASTER, Sheriff. 
Bethany, Dee. 3, 1841. 

Whole number in the above jails of Pennsyl- 
vania, which I examined at different periods, 
730, 

Temperate,.^ 124 

Doubtful, 117 

Intemperate, 489 

Whipping their wives, 20 

Assault and battery, 58 

Murder, , 3 

Arson, ^ 4 

Doct. J. R. Burden, one of the guardians of 
poor for the city of Philadelplila, says that In 
the Surgical wsirds for men, in* the alms-house, 
there are 86 patients, all intemperate. 



In the Medical wards fojr men, there are 56 
adults — 16 temperate and 40 intemperate. 

Female Surgical wards, there are 40 — tempe- 
rate 10, intemperate 30. 

In the Female Medical wards, 60 — ^temperate 
30, intemperate 30. 

Of males and females in the hospital, there 
are 242 adults — tempei^te 56, intemperate 186. 

In the alms-house 410 adult males — ^temperate 
at present 48, and 362 are, or have been intem- 
perate. Females 184— 4emperate 40, intempe- 
rate 144. 

In the old women's asylum, there are 150. 
The majority are at present decent and orderly, 
bu^ their poverty may, in general, be traced ta 
irregular habits in former years, either in them- 
selves or their husbands. Only 25 cases can be 
traced to misfortune, and these are in the most 
respectable part of the house. In the men's 
lunatic asylum, there are 90, about one half sup- 
posed to be temperate. In the women's lunatic 
asylum 98, and about the same proportion of 
temperate and intemperate. There are 150 
children in the different wards of the Institution^ 
the great majority being the orphans of disso* 
lute parents, or children of vagrant prisonen. 
Of a gross population of 1,400, about 330 may 
be considered temperate at present — more than 
one half of these have recently become so, if 
indeed they are reformed. About two years 
ago, a religious society was instituted among 
the paupers. It numbers 80 members; 40 of 
these have been discharged from the House, and 
have not returned. It is believed that reformed 
habits have enabled them to "^fl'ntain them- 
selves. The foregoing facts speak trumpet- 
tongued, as to the destructive results of intem- 
perance. 
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CHAPTERIII. 
REFERENCES TO FACTS, SHOWING THE EFFECTS OF INTEMPE- 
RANCE IN PRODUCING DOMESTIC DISCORD, AND HUMAN 
DEGRADATION. 

wt on IhB trial o( eleren mea Tor killing their 
wivMj and tan of them he sayg kilJeU I' 
tbiough the inflnence of liiiaor. 

A Judge of Erie CD.,Pa. aaya, that be hurat a> 
judg^ aa the trisil of eleven cases of miinler, 
len of which were oleuiy attributable to intoil- 

i-t Ogdeniburg, a man who had been res|>ee- 

lable ftntl wealthy, became very intemperate 

At of drunken deaperatioQ r 



S« HOCHEBTER OKPH*N ^YLUM-CHiRITV 
SCHOCn. AT ELIZiBETHTOWN, N. JERSEY— 

FBEqUENT CASE9 OF DEATH WHICH CAME 
UNDER MY NOTICE— ALBANY JAIL— ORPHAN 
ASYLtW— ROCHESTER ASYLUM— OTSEGO CO, 
FOOR-BOUSE— RENSSELAER SECOND EXAMIN- 
ATION DO.— DELAWARE CO. DO.— WAfflONG- 
TON CO, DO.— CUYAHOGA OHIO DO.,— GREENE 
C0„0. JAII,-CHESTERCO,,PA. DO.— COLUM- 
BIA tN, Y.) CO, JAIL— JEFFERSON DO— KINGS 
CO. PENITENTIARY— REFUGE, N. Y. CITY— 
SCHENECTADY CO, JAIL, 

These few oases will remind every reflecting. 

Observing person of other similar cases that 

bave came under his own observation, or that 

liave occurred in his own neighborhood, if not 

»mong his own relatives. A few others which 

hare occurred where I have traYflIled,Bnd which 

. have been forced upon my notice, I will just 

name. It should be remarked too, that I have 

not taken memorandums of this I ~ 

ilone so, they would have flUed voli 

, Besides three cases which t founi 

/county jail, where men had munlered theii 

{ wives, I saw an account in a paper^ that anoll 

; drunkard bail killed a woman there, I think 

; dSSS. In the same county, in 1839, a man who, 

-/when sober, was respectable and amiable, com 

Uing home intoxicated, killed his wife in thi 

I most deliberate manner. Mr. CoSn, the abli 

f State Temperance Agent, gave me the following 

R additional particulars : The man was carried ti 

jf the jail when very much intoxicated — slep 

I through the night — awakening in the morning 

I and looking around upon the walls — seeing thr 

I bars across the windows, he exclaimed, "I 

E you are in jail." " What am I here for?" wa 

' the earnest inquiry. The answer was, «fo 

murderl" With still great< 



I eameslneis ha Inquired, " IDoes my wife know 



Your wife know it 
"whjit iayoorwifeyou have killed." On thi 
annonncement, he dropped as suddenly as if he 
bad been struck dead. Let it be remembered 

that the constable who carried him to the jail, 
sold him the liquor which caused his dmnken- 
neSB — the Justice who issued the warrant wai 
one of those who signed his license, and the 

j Sherlffwho hung him also sold liquor and kept 

'i a nine pin alley. 

Judge Edward* of N. York nys, that ha has 



the 



was instantly 
other ehjld seeing what the father hail doni 
broke from his grasp and ran crying, " fatht 
Jon*t throw me in 1 don't throw me in!!" I 
entreaties, however, were unavailing; he ra 
after it and before the persons who saw it !rai 

could reach the spot, he plunged the 
other in also. The father committed ' ' ' 
the Slate Prison at Aubom. 

Of three brothers in an adjoining county, one 
died from disease growing out of intemperance j 
wasdrowned when drunk, and the third 
who was once one of the most respectable and 
influential man in the county, alter becoming -a 
most degraded sol, was found dead in the mum' 
ing, having fallen in attempting to return from 
the tavern late at night, and being unable to 
rise, perished with cold. His daughter who 
had been genteelly educated, married a rnan who 
engaged in distilling. He became intemperalei 
d flnally deserted his family, and the 

ty of taking in washing to support herself and 



, who had a large 



chik 

A man in the n. 
family, and who were dependent in a great 
measure on the milk of a cow for their support, 
actually undertook to kill the cow in order to 
sell the hide for liquor. 

While I was lecturing in the Court House of 
the same county, a drunken man beat his wife 
so violently that she died, and be is in State 
Prison for ten years. In the next county, a man 
killed his son-in-law when mtoxicateil, and 
was hung. In another coimly, a man wna hung 
for killing his wife when intoxicated. lie was 
execoled the ilay I passed through tlie place, — 
In anotber, two brothers quartellod about three 
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centB, which one wanted to buy liquor; one kill- 1 
«J the other and wu hang- for It. | 

p In Orange coonl;, Ftltr Crine wu under i 
sentence of death when I made my lecond ex- 
UninatioQ of the jail of that county,far killing hU 
wife when he wu intoxicated. The circum- | 
Mancea are too shocking to detail. One Or two ' 
of his children I found in the Poor House. In i 
Chcaango, Qeo. Denniion killed a (avern keep- ' 
er's son, and was hong. Deonison, when sober, 
was amiable end intelligent. Clarke killed hie , 
wife in Tompkins county, and was hung. In an- 
another county a woman who had become partial- 
ly deranged by the abuse of an intemperate hu-> ' 
band, took an axe when he lay on the bed in- j 

itoxicateil, and chopped him literally in pieces, 
and then attempted suicide. In the same coun- I 
ly a man becoming very intemperate, killed hla 
wife, and attempted to kill his children, bu( 
they escaped and he committed suicide. Dimon 
was hung for killing his wife in Chautauque | 
county. Tliree brothers were hung at BuOalo ' 
for murder anit robbery. A man was also hung 
there for killing his wife. | 

See also, Batavia jail, and add (o it the case of 
Gray, who waa hung for killing Genl. DaFis, i 
tavern keeper. At Bocbester were the cases of | 
BarrOD and Squiers; the former for killing Mr. 
Lyman and the lalter for killing his wife. A ' 
man killed his wife at ZaneariUe, Ohio, the ; 
night I lecture;! there. 

Damon killed his wife at Rutland, Vt., while 
I was lecturing in that Slate — both inloiicaled 
— and Bates on the same day, in the adjoining | 
county, killed his wife — Cider, he said, was the j 
exciting cause. 

A man was in jail at Augusta, Maine, when 1 | 
examined, for kilting his wife, when t>o(h were | 

At Hebron, Ohio, ■ drunken man who ' 
had, been at work for the man with whom I 
■ I put up, and who was sober during the 
day, became intoxicated, and falling from the 
log-way leading into a mill, was killeil, an4 hie 
death announced wlien I reiumedfrom lecturing 
at 9 o'clock. He was buried next day, at pub- 
lic expense. In the same vicinity a drunkard 
slabbed his wife, and ran up a ladder into the 
chamber,andwhile preventing any one from com- 
ing up with one hand, he cut his throat with the 
other. In the same county, at a husking, but a 
few weeks before the occurrences last namBd,lwo 
brothers got drunk at a husking, and quarrelleil 
— one was killed, and the murderer was in jail 
at the time of my vtfit. 

In this county (Allegany, K. Y.) a man kill- 
ed bis wifb when both were inlozicateil. He 
was convicted. 

The foregoing are given only to remind the 
reader or the temperance lecturer, to look 
around him and call to mind other similar cases 
that liappened in hisown vicinity. For instance, 
while lecturing in Pennsylvania, 1 mentioned 
the foUowingi At Tunkhannock, in the course 
of a few months, thi-ee individuals while intox- 
icated, perished from cold or were dniwneil. A 
man wh ile deranged by liquor, went into (he 
street and plnnged a knife into the bowels of a 



pemn passing in the street; inflictbg > noltal 
wound. On the S4th of Dec. laft, on my arri- 
val at Wilkes Barre, a note was sent to Mr. 
Gildersleeve, at whose house I slopped for Iha 
moment, telling him that at Mr. Sivley's cool 
mine, a little below the borough, an hour or 
two before, an Irishman and bis wifa being an- 
der the influence of liquor, quarrelled, aod tho 
wife, to defend herself, took a shovel of coala 
from the flee and throwing them at her husband ; 
some felt into a beg of powder, used for blast- 
ing, which exploded, blowing the shantee into 
atoms. Three of the seven inmates of the fam- 
ily died within a day or two; another could not 
recover — all were more or less burned. 

A number of cases Were related which had 
occurred in the counties on the west branch of 
the Susquehannah, where men ha<l killeil their 
wives, or other persons, while under the ioflii- 
ence of intoxicating drinks. The nearer homa 
theae cases, the greater the effect produced, and 
yet eaulion is necessary to avoid wounding llM 
feelings of relatives and friends. 
I DEGRADATION. 

The legitimate eObcts of liquor always is la 
degrade and brutalize. The following fact whicii 
I occnrred at Vtdham, Mass., the town of " Slri- 
I ped Pig" notoriety, was given me by Rev. Mr. 
Upham, who then was a teacher in that plaeei 
A man anil his son stole taggo's from a fann- 
! cr — drew them on a hand-sled ten miles, and 
sold them to a baker— got a jug of rum with 
, the avails, (insteail of breail,) and this too, 
I while another son was begging from house to 
I house, for cold victuals. My informant calleil 
on the mother and found there was a family of 
seven children in a room of 12 feel by 1(1, and 
only a miserable apology for one bed. On aili- 
I ing the mother how they couldall lodge! "Oh! 
I very well," was the reply, "our Bill has got a 
bag, and stuffed it with straw — he sleeps in U 
very well. For three others, I make a l>ed of 
old clothes and slraw." " And how do yon disJ 
pose of the others?" he inquired. "Ohl Uier* 
is a chest of drawers, I put one of them int<i 
each of the drawers — and when it is very cold, ) 
heat stones and lay them around the chililrcn U 
keep them warm." At the 
poor little boys satshiveringin 
out a garment, and only an old piece of binnkei 
hanging around his shoulders, his legs bumeij 
to bliatering in his eflbrla to keep warm. Anc 
yet this man, maugre all the pretensions of tb^ 
venders, that they "do not sell to drunkanli,^ 
could as readily procure liquor for his money' 
as the most temperate, respectable penon in tbi 
eommunity. | 

THE CROrOOT FAMILY, ! 

The following bets will also coma appropri' 
ately uniler the abovehead; 

In the Crofbot family were Bve sons andlhrei 
ilaughten. All were of the lowest class ol 
drunkards. The eldest son and wife, and U 
their chililrcn were intemperate. 'I'he seconi 
son's wife, the morningafler one of their drunkt 
en revels, was found ilcail on the floor. Tlii 
third and fourth sons were twins. After a night* 



the chililrcn to 
me, one of IhJ 
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debauch^ a messenger was sent for my inform- 
ant, Dr. S., who told the Doctor that something 
was the matter with Mose (Moses.) On the arriv- 
al of the doctor, however, he found him dea&; 
having^ evidently died before the messenger 
went for him. 

Aaron, the other twin, In consequence of get- 
ting drunk, laid out in a cold nigh^ and was so 
frozen that he is a cripple. The next was so bro- 
ken down by intemperance at the ag^ of 20, 
that he has since been helpless. 

The eldest daughter, when confined with her 
last child, was driven from home and obliged 
to take shelter with a neighbor, to avoid the 
brutality of her husband, and soon after the birth 
of the child, died in consequence of the blows 
he had inflicted. The next daughter and husband 
were sots. When intoxicated, they over-laid 
their child of some two years old, which was 
found dead in bed. At the funeral, a brother- 
in-law demanded a jug of rum which had been 
put out of his way, hoping, by so doing, to 
keep him sober at the funeral. But not obtain- 
ing it, he caught up the coffin containing the 
child, and swore that he woUld put them on to 
the fire, unless the jug was forthcoming. 

Another daughter and husband were also in- 
temperate. The husband, on leaving home, 
would often charge the children not to go after 
liquor for their mother, threatening them with 
terrible vengeance if they did so. But she gen- 
erally succeeded in getting them to mind her 
bidding. 

Finding her drunk oh returning home, the 
husband would often beat her without measure 
or mercy, generally using the twisted whip- 
stocks, which he manufactured. He finally in- 
jured her so seriously that her life was consid- 
ered in danger, and fearing the consequences, he 
ran away. 

Another durunken relative of this family, had 
both legs amputated in consequence of his feet 
being frozen when intoxicated — ^but this did 
not alter his propensities or improve his morals. 
He committed some crime for which he is now 
hi State Prison. 

/ This family had a very curious device for se- 
/euring an equal distribution of the precious con- 
/tents of the jug. As some of them were in the 
/ habit of getting up in the night and drinking off 
/ any little liquor that might have been left, much 
/ to the disappointment of the others, they would 
I often, when lying down, tie a string to the toe 
of each, so that if any one should attempt to 
get up, it would give such a twitch as to betray 
die clandestine movement, and defeat the ob- 
ject. As revolting, and almost incredible as 
i these fkcts may appear, I am assured that it is 
y but a faint picture of the degradation and bru- 
tality of these victims of rum. 



ROCHESTER ORPHAN ASYLUM. 
The following most important and interesting 
£Eu;ts, were furnished me by the kindness of Mrs. 
James j^. Livingstone, a directress, and Miss 
Toby, the Matron of this institution. We took* 
up the books and examined every name with 
deliberation and care, and the following is the * 
result: 
Whole number of children 118. 
No. of families from which they were 

taken, 83 

No. cases where the mother (only) was 

intemperate, y . . . . 16 • 

No. cases where the father (only) was in 

temperate, 31 

No. crises where both parents were intem- ^ 

perate, 13 

Children brought here in consequence of 

intemperate grand-parents, 2 

The number of cases where we could not 

ascertain, was, 13 

The number of cases not by intemperance 8 
' This is one of those blessed institutions of 
charity which had its origin in christian philan- 
thropy,and is sustained by christian benevolence. 
The ladles of Rochester are distinguished for 
their acts of charity, are indefatigable in their 
labors to succor and alleviate human misery. — 
They may not, perhaps,^ have reflected on the 
fact, however, that this noble monument of their 
humainity and benevolence had its foundation 

laid BT LIQUOR VENDERS. BANISH INTOXICA- 
TING DRINKS, AND WHERE WOULD THEY OB- 
TAIN ORPHANS ? Liquor selling — drunkenness 
— dom^tic discord — orphanage and orphan asy- 
lums, constitute a chain of caitge and effect, the 
links of which are almost invariably connected, 
tiiough that connection is not always seen. — 
Could this little group of immortals, in all their 
loveliness, and helplessness constantly stand in 
view of the vender, and could he see in each 
ease, the connection between his business and 
their condition ; could he see all the tears which 
their mothers have shed; hear their cries and 
groans ; see the tears and hear the sobs of these 
little ones, crying with cold and hunger; their 
little bosoms heaving with unutterable agony 
at witnessing scenes of parental discord; it does 
seem as if he could never again for the love of 
money, minister to the unhallowed appetite of his 
fellow-man. But it it just as true, nevertheless, 
that he is the agent in this work of degradation 
and misery, of family ruin and orphanage, as 
if every step in the process eould be seen by 
the naked eye. 

In a charity school in Elxzabethtown, N. 
Jersey, were 30 children from. 22 families; and 
on ft critical examination, it was found that in 
21 of these fiunilies one or both parents were in- 
temperate. 



CHAPTER IV. 



DEATHS FROM INTEMPERANCE. 



DEATHS, FROM AN EXAMINATION OF FOUR 

• COUNTIES — CHOLERA STATISTICS, AND A 

GREAT VARIETY OF FACTS BEARING ON THE 

SUBJECT OF DEATHS FROM INTEMPERANCE. 

The statistics already given, showing the 
amount of crime, poverty, domestic discord, and 
taxes, originating in the use of intoxicating 
drinks, are, in a moral, physical, and pecuniary 
point of view, of vast importance. We have 
seen that a great proportion of the violations of 
law — ^the violence which, in a variety of ways, 
have resulted in death, have had their origin in 
intemperance. It has transformed the kind hus- 
band and father to a brute — extinguished all mo- 
ral principle — dried up or polluted the very 
fountains of the tiner and nobler feelings of our 
nature — ^nerved the arm of the assassin, and kin- 
dled the fires of hell, in bosoms, where other- 
wise, peace and happiness, and sdl the domestic 
virtues, would have reigned undisturbed. But 
where death does not result from the violence 
which alcohol excites, it lays the foundation of 
disease — corrupts the fountains of health, and 
sends multitudes to premature graves. How 
important then, to ascertain as far as practicable-, 
the amount of tax which this great destroyer le- 
vies on the lives of being destined to an im- 
mortal existence. 

This task I have midertaken, aided by the li- 
berality of friends. How successful I have been 
in its accomplishment, the public must decide. 
But before proceeding to give the result of my 
investigations, it is proper that I show the man- 
ner in which I proceeded to accomplish my ob- 
ject. 

As there are no public records to aid in an 
examination of this kind, my only resource was 
to go to physicians, and ministers, and sextons, 
and undertakers, and obtain the desired informa- 
tion from them. I go to the Doctor, and ask 
him to give me the names of all the men twen- 
ty-one years old and upward, who have died in 
his town (township,) in the year; I confine my- 
self to men, because few females, comparative- 
ly, die from intemperance, and few men under 
twenty-one. 

The doctor gives me such as he recollects, and 
I take the list which he furnishes me, and pre- 
sent it to the next physician, and so on to the 
other persons named, each adding new names, 
as he may be able, until it is obvious I have ob- 
tained the names of all the men that have died 
there during the year. We put a mark against 
the names of such as were intemperate, andean 
thus Bhow> not only the number of intemperate 



men who have died during the year, but of the 
temperate also; and can show, too, in every 
town, the proportion which the deaths of one 
class bears to the other. And on this point, the 
mass of temperance men, even, have hardly 
formed any definite opinion, notwithstanding its 
paramount importance. They are not prepared 
to say whether one in three, or one in ten or 
twenty, has gone to a premature grave, in con- 
sequence of intemperance. And yet, how many 
would start back with horror from engaging in 
this traffic, could it be demonstrated to them that 
one-third of the men who would drink the li- 
quor that they make or sell, would go to the 
grave, years sooner, for drinking it? That they 
are getting a living by selling that which can 
do no good, but does every year sweep thou- 
sands to an untimely grave — and many to a 
hopeless death? They should be made — ^the 
whole community should be made to see — ^facts 
on this subject should be made to blaze before 
them. If it is a killing business, let it be seen 
— ^let them not shield themselves under the cloak 
of ignorande — tear it away — ^thunder the cry of 
murder in their ears, until their consciences 
awake. 

But to the point. First, we must settle the 
question, <*Who do you call intemperate ?»* 
There is a serious difficulty to be encountered 
here. There is a great variety of standards as 
to what constitutes intemperance. Even a jury 
in Penn Yan, decided, that a man could not be 
considered an habitual drunkard, unless he was 
intoxicated more than half the time. It is said, 
on good authority too, that the . Supreme Court 
of N. York, once virtually decided in trying a 
slander suit, where the slanderous words were a 
charge of drunkenness, that a man could not be j 
considered a drunkard unless he was so intoxi- j 
catcd that he could not hold up by the fence 1 ! j 
In Louisville, Kentucky, the jailer, in clasai- | 
fyihg the prisoners, put down at least nine-tenttis 
as doubtfiil; and when I told him this informa- j 
tion was so indefinite, as there were so many j 
doubtful ca^s, that it would be of no conse- . 
quenee, — « Oh !" said he '' all of those that I put 
down 'DOUBTFUL,' were drunk when they came 
to jail, but I cannot say they were intemperate." 

In the county of , in Ohio, the jailer 

after making the classification in regard to those 
sent to jail by S^te authority, addeil, *' During 
tlie same time, twenty others were sent here by 
city authority, all of whom were intemperate;'' 
but the next dfiy he altered thi» clause, as he did 
not eonsider it corr^t to say all were intepnpe- 
ratc, but he said all were djEjasoSs. ^<«\N!wai.>Bs«5:^s^J*- 



to jtil. « Ton know," «ald he, " a nun nuy gel 

dnuilc now and tben, and not be intemperate." 

In examining a poor-house, llie keeper heal- 
taleil as to the proper class in which to place a 
fenuJe pauper^ flnaily, he said rather heaita- 
tingly, " You may aa well put her among the 
temperale." But his wire expressed her Uoubl 
of the propriety of calling- her temperate, be- 
came laid she, "You recollect that oae day, 
when sicli, she dranii six aUARTi or cmsa bv 
WAT OF MEDiciHK," — " Ahl I do recoUect 
that," said he, ■■ put her among the doublfiil 1 1" 
Now in r^^ard to the claisiflcation of (hose 
that die, the rule by which I have invariably 
been governed tias been this: When the doctor 
. tells me that such a man who died, dranlc liquor 
— perhaps once or twice a day, or something of 
(hat kinil — 1 then put to him flie question — 
<■ Wax he considered an intemperate manl'' If 
he says yei, I put him down so, otherwise I pi^ 
his name among the temperate- 
Bat it maybe taid that all intemperate persons 
do not die sooner on that account, and iostances 
may t>e citeii of ilnmluirds who have attained a 
very great age. ' Without discussing the ques- 
tion whether there may not be solitary instances 
where intemperate habits have not abridged life, 
1 answer that for one case of this khid, ten may 
be found, where the use of liquor has caused, or 
■ occasioned, premature death, when the indi- 
viduals wore only habitual — free — or moderate 
drinkere. Every disease to which man is tub 
Ject, ia often rendered fatal, in consequence o 
(bat derangement of the system which is pro 
duced.by a moderate use of intoxicating drink! 
In the epidemic of 1S12, it was tmderstood that 
where a person, was attacked who was a tret 
drinker, he could not recover. 

In Charleston, South Carolina, when the yel- 
low fever prevailed, some two or three je«rt 
■go, the Board of Health reported for a week, 
that 103 persons were admitted to the hospital, 
of whom 37 died. This explanatory remark ' 
added : " twenty-six, however, were intemperate 

The BoMoa Medical Journal, (probably of 
Jan. 1840,) contains the following very unpor- 
tu)( bets, directly to my porpoM: 

"Among the European tzoopestationedat Fort 
WUllam, Calcutta, there hai existed a tvmpe- 
laoce toeiety during the last three yean. Last 
year the admisaitms to the hospital, of members 
of (he socie^, was one in twenty-Ave; of the 
rwnaindar of ttia regiment, one in xleveh. The 
daalbsin the hospital in 1838, were 22; theave- 
raga nomber of deaths (or the previous fourteen 
years, had been 72. In 1837, the iplrits drank 
were 96,739 gallons Um than the 
aoJtitlad (o draw. Liver compla 
enased one -half." 

RoBXaT Walsb, Esq. writing (k«m Paris, to 
(he EdUor of the National Intelligencer, says: 
0«a. Bo^ard, (commander of (be French Ibr- 
eea In Algtoi,) bM suppressed nine-lentlia of 
tha UppUng ibopa in the Algerine provinces, be- 

.^__ .__^ ___, ^jg b—Uh of the French 

tti asMrtalned that qilrltaom 
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of 1832, 1 gafher from the Temper 
Jer of Sept. 4lh, of that year. It commences, 
ver, wiUi foreign countries. In China, 
) disease seiecteil its victims from sach of , 
the people as live in fllth and intemperance." 

" People who do not take spirits or opium, do 

eat catch the disorder, even when the; are with 

e who have it." Ramohun Fingee. 

Drunkenness, debauchery, bad toad, and 

personal indiscretiatts, are indubitably it* pre- 

disposing cuuses." Dr. Joenicbin M. Hut>er, 

who saw 2,160 persona perish in twenty-Qve 

ilays, in one town in Rilssia, lays "II is a most 

remarkable circumstance that persons given to 

drinking, have been swept away like flies. In 

"ifliSiCOnlaining 20,000 inhabitants, every drunk- 

■A has fallen t all are dead, not one remains." 

A physician in Warsaw, says, "Out of one 

htmdred individuals destroyed by cholera, it was 

proved that ninety had been addicted to the free 

of spirituous liquors." 

OS 21 persons admitted into the hospital 
within 24 hours, 18 confessed themsolvet habitu- 
il drunkards."— W.- York Erie. Pom. 

Of the patients admitted into the hospital* 
the last 24 hours, 31 are narked as decidedly 
intemperate." — JV. York FratJclin Adeeealt of 
Aug. 13. 

'•or II patients admitted into two of the H. 
York hospitals, all were drunkards." — iV. York 

In Montreal, oat of 3S0 members of tempe- 
se societies, only one died with cholera, and 
he was of infirm constitution." 

In Albany, where there are 0,000 members of 
mperance societies, only two male memben 
ive, so tkr a* can be ascertained, died with 
cholera, and one of these destroyed himself by 
eating pine apples the day after taking medicine. 

In one or two vDlages la Scotland, every 
drunkard has tUlen. 

A gentleman who has just returned ftom Eu- 
rope, informs theEditonotthe JonmatotCom- 
merce, that an eminent pbyiictan of Edinburgh 
stated that he had been present at the post mor- 
tem examination of more tlian 60 persons who 
had died with cholera, and in every instance, the 
system was found so much injured by intempe- 
rance, thai the patients must have died at no ve- 
ry distant day, if they had not been attacked by 
cholera. 

" Of 204 cholera patients admitted to the Park 
Rospltal in a given time, 198 were intemperate." 
— JV. y. Joar. Cummeree. 

But it is not neccsMTy to multiply facts of thi* 
kind at this dayi to every medical man, andto 
all who lived during the prevalence of the cho- 
lera, they would be as a twice told tale. 

t faal mjMl^ however, in duty boimd to say 



thai la the coune of tba obolen. *t Sochnler, in 
1S32, there were numben of lemperato, pioui, 
and TBliuble memben of society, both male and 
female, that were swept o9' bf that dueaie. I 
know too, that in a good many caaea, but for 
aome great impniitence in exerciae or eaUng, 
the patient would have recorered. Id the fol- 
lowing year the iatemperate and Allhy vera al- 
most the only victinu. 

The hard drinker, almort invariably hal a 
cough, especially in the morning. Indeed, in 
former days, an early ilnun wai called Ibr fre- 
quently as a " phlegm cutter." Yon will find 
. that Ihnie who call early at the bar, want lome' 
thing to cut the "cob-webs" in their throata — 
baTC a colil-^are " itopped upi" eventually they 
die of coDgumption, bat perhaps never ivere 
called drunlfards, and in my claoification I mark 
them temperate. 

How many robust, athletic men, are the flntf 
victims to an epidemic — die very siiddenly ; but 
the vulgar saying is in such ftaiei, that they 
"had been very healthy, had very strong con- 
Mibitions, and that such persons are apt to die 
very suddenly , when attacked!" Whall be- 
cause a man has a strong constitution, he is lea 
able to resist the attacks of disease 11! CominoD 
>en» revolts at the assertioD. 

I have known billions cholic evidently pro- 
duced by « getting a little high" at a social par- 
ty — at a "bae," ot a sheep washing; bntthoogh 
deUh ensues, these cases are not set down as 
caused by intemperance. How many eaaas of 
death from dropsy, pight be traced to the use 
of liquor? 

Again, how many slight wounds result in 
death, which but for the use of alcohol, though 
it may be but moderately, would have been per- 
fectly curable, and might not have occasioned 
even a suspeasion of labor. A slight wound, a 
■cratch, especially on the shin,becomra trouble- 
some — breaks out — gets a " terrible tnd humor" 
into it, which sets, the skill of the physician at 
tle&ancei perhaps consumption ensues, but the 
man was never drunk, SO I must put him among 
flic temperate. 

In one poor-house, I found 15 cases of sore 
shins, in six months. Yes, and the doctor was 
paid by the public. The groceries of (he li- 
quor seller, who sells by public authority, is 
leeching through their systems — the public pay 
the Aurgeon for trying to stop it — while the ten - 
DEB rocEETS the FBOriTB. 

The man who only drinks occasionally, when 
he goes from home, gels a lilUe warm — is full 
of courage, and undertakes some fool-faardy ex- 
ploit, and looses his life; undertakes to swim or 
Show the activity of his horse, is drowned, or 
thrown and killed. Repeated cases of this kind 
have coma under my notice in a year or two. 
but the iudividualB were not nonsideted intem- 

The lives lost by the imprudence of the cap- 
tains or pilots of vessels, of stage drivers, or 
those having charge of Other public conveyan- 
ces, where but a glass or two was drank, cannot 
be counted, and. I cannot reach them in my ax- 



Th* rMoll of my Ii)TMtl|ttioni T will oow 
give, reminding the reader £at these are clMr 
oases of intemperance. In Onondaga coonty, I 
found in the first town that 6 had died in ' 
year — one intemperate; in the next town, 1' 
temperate 6, intemperate 8; next, 9 — temperate 
4, Intemperate 6; in another, 9 — three, or one- 
third were intemperate ; in the next, three had 
died, all temperate. In Salina, including that 
village, Syracuse, Liverpool and Geddes, tliirQ'- 
three bad died, and we marked IS temperate, 
and 15 intemperate. Among the IS, however, 
was one liabitual drunkard, whose case I ou^^ 
probably, to have omitted altogelheri »t axtf '• 
rale,it is clear that he was not to be classed amon^ 
the intemperate, for the very obvious reason 
that as my object was to ascertain the death! . 
caused by using intoxicating drinks, it matten 
not how many drunkards may iiave died, yet if 
liquor Ha> not the cause, I have no right to claai 
them as intemperate, to attribute their death to 
liquor. The case mentioned above, was one 
where a common drunkard, WM, wlien sober, 
driving a team, and by the sadden taming of the 
team when going over a bridge, the timber they 
were drawing was suddenly thrown against Ota 
man, in consequence of which he wai killed. 
Of course intemperance was not chargeable with 
his death. So if lightning should strike a dnmk- 
ard, and kill him, it would not be proper for ma 
in my classiflcation, to rank him among tha 
deaths from mtemperance. 

The whole number of men who dlad daring' 
the year, in the county, was oke avMnaxD ahd 
sixTT-SEVEH — sixty-fivB of wbom we marked 
intemperate — that is, tbibtt-hihe in a hom- 
DEEo died from intemperance. If this was a 
solitary bet, it would not deserve half the 
weight as when oorroborated by other similar 
facts. In Cayuga county, the proportion was 
precisely the same; in Ontario county, 40 per 
cent, and in Broome 36; showing but Qve per 
cent difference in the proportion between the 
most temperate and the most intemperate of tha 
(bur counties; proving conclusively that the or- 
dinary effect of making use of iuloxicaliag 
drinks, islo destroy prematurely, more than one- 
THias of the business men of our countiy. 

That it destroys Ihem prematurely, the foUoir- 
ing statement will show: When I had exam- 
ined one county, I made a report and sent it to 
E. C. Delevan, Esq. Chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the American Temperance 
Union. He transmitted a copy of it to the Rev. 
Dr. Kott, President of Union College. After 
examining it. Dr. Nott wrote to Mr. Delevan, 
finding fault with my exanunation, as not being 
conclusive. There was one thing wanting to 
slop the mouths of caviller*. He observed (hal 
we wanted to ascertain by acbial invesligatio.., 
whether the use of hitoiicating drinks ao- 
tually shortened human life. He said, in sub- 
stance, we know that drunkards die, and so do 
temperate men die; and if it should torn ou^ 
that the drunkard lives longest, it would not 
prove any thing against the use of Ibote drinks| 
and mggested to Mr. Delevan that be ihooldra- 
qnett m« to pm down tha ■(• of both elUMf, 
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the temperate and .intemperate, and thus ascer- 
tain which class lived the longest. 
to , At the moment I received a copy of Presi- 
drt dent Nott's letter, I was commencing my exami- 
j nation in the second county; I beg:an to put down 
lg^<^ as requested, the ages of the two classes; in one 
feq column, I placed the: names of the temperate; in 
tini .^® other, those of the Intemperate, with each 
IqJ Oman's age against hii name. I soon began to 
Qf I think that the result would not afibrd very strong 
^ evidence against the use of alcohol. The occa- 
^J sional instances of longevity surprised me. I 
^j^ found cases where drunkards had lived to the age 
fj^J ^^ ^^f ^^9 ^^^ even 85 years, and in one case I 
J was assured that the man '* had lieen a drunkard 
ever since the old French war." How to ac- 
count for all this, was out of my power. I 
tried in various ways. I knew that spirits would 
preserve dead flesh from putrefaction ; I did not 
know but I should make the important discovery 
that it would also preserve live flesh, pickle men 
— mummify them.* I had made up my mind 
before I got through the county, that it might be 
1 as likely that one class lived longest as the oth- 
er; but on footing up my two columns and di- 
viding the amount of each by the number of each 
class, I found that the temperate had lived ten 
years longest. In Cayuga, the difi*erence was 
just the same ; in Ontario county the difference 
was eleven yeslrs, and in places in Vermont 
where I examined, the difference in favor of the 
temperate was thirteen years ! 

Of the 65 intemperate persons who died, the 
.cuoaltlM were one burned, 3 frozen, 4 drown- 
ed* 2 conimitted suicide, 2 had their backs bro- 
ken, and two their necks, and 7 died of delirium 
tremens. 

In one town in this county, a phsrsician who 
had been in practice ten yean,foimd on his-books, 

* These cases of longevity among drunkardS) have 
been balled ** Tas Djitils Dxgot Ducxs." 
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the names of twenty-eight, who had died dnring 
that time, and on a critical examination, he 
found that nineteen had died drunkards? 

In another town, a physician made a similar 
examination, and found 58 names of men that 
had died — temperate 35, intemperate 23. Here 
was no great thoroughfare, canal or railroad — 
these great business facilities — ^but in fact, af- 
fording greater facilities for intemperance and 
its legitimate progeny. 

I am aware that many will^ even at this day, 
when so many statements on this subject hav^ 
been published, doubt whether so large a share 
of human life has been sacrificed at the shrine of 
intemperance, but let an investigation be made, 
and every doubt will be removed. Take cities 
and villages alone, and my exhibit will be sup- 
posed to-be entirely too low. In one village 
where I lately lectured, of nine men who had 
died in succession, eight were intemperate ; in 
the next, of seven, all intemperate ; in the third, 
six of the nine' who had died in the year, or 
two-thirds, intemperate; one of whom was a 
talented physician. 

In the village of B. in the county of S ^ of 

25 men who had died in 14 years, 12 were in- 
temperate. Out of respect for the families of 
some of these individuals, I omit the names of 
the town and county. To get a fair average, we 
must take country as well as city and village — 
tfas -temperate with the intemperate districts. 

Many fwcts I have given, not from their no- 
velty, or intrinsic importance, but from a hope 
that tiiey may provoke investigation. 

In Elizabethtown, New- Jersey, 12 men died, 
11 intempei'ate. 

In the same place, in May, 1835, five died, all 
intemperate. In one case, while the wife was 
gone to the grave to see her husband buried, the 
man who had sold him the liquor, went to the 
house and seized every article that was liable 
I to execution, even, to a cake of shaving soap. 



CHAPTER V. 

ADULTERATIONS OF LIQUOR. 



So much light has been thrown on this busi- 
ness, within a few yean, especially the adulte- 
rations of wine, that I will only give one or two 
facts. It is known that in wine countries, the 
juice of the grape is bought up at the press by 
speculators, for the express purpose of making 
money, by increasing the quantity by foreign 
admixtures. 

In this state, 13 drunkards died in the course 
of a summer, while • others were generally 
healthy, and as they all had very unusual and si- 
milar symptoms, an investigation was set on foot 
to ascertain the cause. 'It was found ^ey liad 
all bought their rum of a merchant of flie name 
of R - - 



and the lum was all from one hogs- 
head; and on analyzing the liquor it was found 
to contain a great deal of potash f! 

Dr. M. told me that Mr. R. was often afriid 
to be alone; that he had frequently to sleep 
with him to keep fiie devils off. How very na- 
tural ! ! ! 

The doctor gave me the following receipt for 



making spirit, which had been nsdd ia E. 
some extent : To half bushel rye meal, add eq 
quantities of tobacco, potash and salt petre. 

An eminent physician of N. York, says t 
formerly the drunkard lived 20 years after he 1 
become such, and that his span is Aow reduc 
to three years; that is on an average, of con 
there are exceptions. This difference is at! 
buted to the adulteration of liquor with pom 
ous ingredients. 

A liquor dealer sold a physician of Albany 
receipt he had procured for the mannfactnre 
some kind of spirit. The doctor told him 
once, that the Ingredients were poison, and 
he went on and sold it, he would be guilty 
murder. The man hesitated, but finally said 
would let old Joe (a notorious druidcard,) hi 
a quart, and if it did not kill him, he would r 
the sale. Well old Joe drank it, and Mrriv 
and the man went on with his wo^ 9€ dn 
and made a fortune. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

I SUMMARY OF MY FORMER REPORT, INCLUDING THE NUMBER. 
OF CRIMINALS AND PAUPERS, AND THE AMOUNT OF TAXES. 
ALSO, QUANTITY OF SPIRIT USED IN THE UNITED STATES- 
STATE OF NEW- YORK— COST OF IT, &c. 



8DHMABT OF MY FOBHER REPORT. 

Tha BiunmBr7 of Ihe expense paiJ by Die 
1 people inlo the huids of the collector, growin°; 
I out of pauperism uid crime, as well as the auni- 
|. muy of mr examiniition of the inmates of jails 
I and poor-hoases, I take from the report of a 
I eommitlee of one branch of the Nen-York 
I legislature, on the subject of petitions presenrpil 
to that boily praying for total prohibition of tlie 
•ale of liquor, or modificatioa of the iicenae law- 
Thai lra« a lommaly only of my first examina' 

ommitteil in the year to the 



Whole number 
Jail* of Ihi slate e 

Temperate, 

Doubtful, 

In temperate, 

Poor — whole number, 8,43 

Not from intemperance, 



1,15S 



Doubtful, 1,402 

Intemperance, G,8T4 

The vrttole amount of tax levieil on 
I several counties of thisstate, as exhibiteilln 

I r^iort, was $495,436 sij 

The expense of pauperism and 
crime, was 363,38(5 70 



predion. What > for a few dollars, license the 
sale of that which, in ila consequeaceg, will 
occasion a lax of perhaps ten times Ihe amount! 
Such political sag-acity in leg-islators, reminds 
one of the eililoc who complaini of the great 
inconvenience under which be labors from be- 
ing- " short Biglited." He says he is so aflccfed 
in this way, that what he Writes with his han4 
he rubs out with bis nose in reading it- 



Balance, $132,049 SO 

Here Is data from which may be ascertained, 
11 with tnfflcient accuracy for all practical purpo- 
. the proportion of the tax which the people 
Si pay in consequence of the use of intoxicating 
N| drinlis. But 1 refer those who wish to invesii- 
|[ gate with more particularity, to my statiatics ol 
'l! each county. 

^1 Was there any portion of the community 
i^l permanently beneStted by the sale of liqunr, 
ql we might look upon the acknowledged evil!; 

J with more complacency, but while pauperism 
and crime, and discord and death, and taxes aie 
1^ its legitimate fruits, and even the vender himself, 
«asj have ah'eady shown, generally falls a victim 
i)| to intemperance, and leaves poverty and disgrarje 
it^ as an inheritance to his children, who can look 
a; upon vending or drinliiDg but with abhorrence. 
4 But it has been plead as an oB^t to the pecu- 
(■' Diary evils, that Ihe vender pays for his license. 
, j Let it be remembered that I have, in ■' 



jf where the ami 
, I the poor fund 

jBnt the idea of raising revenue by licensing 
J0M sale of liquor, is preposterous beyond ~~ 



r the lieen 



early stage of the tempemnce enter- 
prise, it was a point of the first importance to 
that Ihe expense of liquor imposed a heavy 
1 the community— that it was unprofflable. 
And there were individuals who were indefati- 

heir researches, and their labors to en- 
fighten the people on the subject. There are 
places in our country where this little Manual 

its way, where statistics of this kind 
may yel be needed. I take the following from 
the Temperance Recorder. They were obtain- 
ed from the Marshals who took the census. 
From ISO] to 1812, there was a constant in- 
crease in the quantity mannfactured and contu- 

Amonnt manu&ctiired in ISOl, 

was 10,000,000 gins. 

1812, 28,324,346 " 
Amount consumed in 1801, .. 1T,463,S»5 '< 
1S12, ■■ 31,697 934 " 
Whole amoiml eonnimed in 

12 years, 298,598,467 « 

Let these who are curious in such mailers, 
calculate the cost to the consumer. The fccl is 
that Ihe very lowest estimates in regard to these 
matters, loom up so largely, that they are looked 
upon with incredulity, and, except upon Ihe 
most intelligent and investigating, produce very 
little effect. Who will believe that in 1S33 
more than ten milliom of gallons of ardent 
spirits were drank in the state of Hew- York? — 
Andyet careful enquiries made at the lime, tnd 
Ihe lowest estimates showed that this was much 
below the actual quantity, and more than fllleea 
millions of dollars were paid for it. 

Qtteituna fraai the Ttmperanee Stcordtr, t>f 

Ftb^ 1833. 
Suppose Um population of tha United Slate* 
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to be 13^000,000^ and each fhould drink the cost 

of one cent per day, what would it amount to in 

a year? 
Answer, $37,595,000. In ten years to $375,- 

950,000. 
Suppose that three millions out of the thirteen 

millions, drink twelve and a half cents worth 

per day, what would it amount to in a year? 
Answer, $136,875,000, and in ten years, to 

$1,368,750,000. 
How much will twelve and a half cents amount 

to in a year? Answer, $45 60. 

How much of the necessaries of life would 

that purchase? 

Answer, one barrel flour, $5 00 

100 lbs. pork and 100 lbs. beef, 10 00 

Cloth for coat, 6 00 

« Pantaloons, 3 00 

Eight cotton sheets, 4 00 

Four loads of wood, 8 00 

Three pairs of shoes, 4 25 

One callico frock, 1 50 

One bombazine do 2 00 

Six yards of flannel, 1 88 

$45 60 

HOW TO PAY ALL OUR DEBTS. 

Extract of a speech of Hon. Mr, BurneU, be- 
fore the Congreeeional Total Abaiamence Society. 
**yalue of domestic spirits and wines consumed in 

the United States, . . . . » 17,730,963 

Value of foreign spirits, wine, ale, 

beer, and porter consumed in the^ 

United States, 5,060,413 

Value of foreign and domestic spi- 
rits, wine, &c $22,791,376 



The agMgate debt of the several iti 
$198,367,456, or, in round numbers, $20( 
000. The interest on that debt, at fi^ 
centum, would be $10,000,000. Thus, tl 
a|)pears that the annual consumption of int 
ting drink in this country, in value, woul 
the annual interest on the debt of all the 
and leave nearly $13,000,000 applicable 
extinguishment of the debt^ themselves.'- 

Here then are the means of paying all \ 
States and state debts, and let, as wot 
the case if this money was not paid for 
drinks, the 250,000 drunkards become sob 
add the earnings of their industry to that 
rest of the sober community, and how 
would all groaning about taxes cease, anc 
diation become as unnecessary as it is abb 
to common honesty. 

We now hear of a g^reat deal of pee 
distress and embarrassment; but suppos 
the tide of intemperance had rolled on un< 
ed by the temperance reform — suppose tl: 
hundreds of thousands who were preparii 
would, ere this, have become drunkards, s 
250,000 who have been reformed, had eo 
ed their course, and instead of supporting 
selves and their families, as they now d 
gone to the grave, or the poor-housi 
their support and that of their wives ami 
ren had been added to the public burthen 
suppose that the mass of business men hai 
tinned their daily habits of stimulating, 
by often disqualifying themselves foi 
ing wisely and prudently under circumt 
of embarrassment, how much more sever 
have been the pressure— how mucjn wider 
the ruin — how much deeper the groan. 



CHAPTER VII. 
IS THE TRAFFIC IMMORAL! 



In order to answer this we must decide nhal 
immoralily ia. Webrter lajfl, "Immorality is 
mf aet or practice, which coulraYeneB the laws 
of Ood or tiie aocial duties." lis tenilencf to 
ooDtmrene tlie laws of God is lo be seen in the 
■latlstlci ofjsilB, and in Uie immense number of 
murders, suicides, &c. with which the columns 
of our papers are fiHed. t(s influence on the 
" social duties," is more particnlarly seen in the 
rtatbtics of poor-houses, biit the number impri- 
■oned for whipping their wives, tells a tale on 
this point, which must stop the Di6uth of incre- 
dulity itself. 

Bee too, the statistics of Orfiban Asylums, and 
the number of wives ileranged by the abuse of 
drunken husbands ( call to mind eases in your own 
recollection similar to one which is to be seen 
within a tew rods o[ the spot where I write ; a 
Unar^ actiye child, taken from (he county poor- 
house, and bound to a neighbor 'by the overseers 
of Hie poor, whose mother was deranged in con- 
sequcnde of the abase of a drunken husband, and 
the family (hrown apon the public for support 

6ee Albany and Rensselaer county jails. And 
Anally look apon ercry town and Tillage, and 
hamlet, and see the wrecks of families ruined by 
intempenmce. 

REHARKS OF REV. MR. PIERPONT OF 
BOSTON. 

In ipealdnK ot the immorality of the traffic, 

^ "It I be willingly accessory to my brother's 
death by a pistol ot a cord, the law holds me 
gailtj, but gailIlG3S if I mix his death-drink in a 
cup. The halter is my revnird, if I bring his 
dealh-drink in a bowl of hemlock, but if in a 
glass of spirits, I am rewarded with his purse. 
Tet who would nnl rather die? Who would not 
ralherhlason should die by hemlock than by rum? 
The law raises me a gallows if I set Are to my 
miighbor's dwelling, though not a soul be con- 
■dmed thereby; yet I may throw a torch into 
htl household— -I may lead his children through 
K flri mote consuming than Molocbs — I may 
Oflte hii whole (iunily a bumt-offering on the 
altar of Hammon, and yet the law holds its shield 
between me and harm. If the sale of liquor is 
injurious to the intcreits of (he community, why 
license any body to sell! If it is beneOciat Why 
prohibit any one?" 

OBJECTIONS. 

I " Total abstinence 



it temperance. You 



[ (he moderate use 
ot things useful, and entire abstinence from (hose 
(hat ore hurtful." So we may be temperate and 
not use even a little arsenic, poison hemlock, or 
alcohol. 

" Will not PLEDttB myself — especially not to 

I give as an unanswerable argument in regard to 
the pledge, the command of Jonadab to his sons, 
mentioned in Jeremiah 35lh, where their pfedg* 
is dielinclly approved of— which was to " drink 
no wine;" and God holds up their conduct in 
Obeying the injunction of their father, as on ex- 
ample lo his ehoien.peopic — reproves them for 
not obeying bis commands, ai (he Kechabiteg did 
that ot their Cither Jonadab. The Kazorile vow, 
among other things, included abstinence from 
intoxicating drinks. 

"Christ turned water into wine." 

Ant Do you drink wine at a wedding for 

instance, because Christ performed the miracle 
at Canaf Do you feel bound to use it on any 
occasion except at the communion? Du yoa 
ever use it from a sense of obligation, except on 

If you are under no moral or religious obliga- 
tion to use i(, you may abstain— and if you may- 
abstain, you certainty may pledge yourself to 
abstain. If it is right (o do, or not to do, a par- 
ticular tiling, it must be right tomake apcomits 

Now it is a settled point, that alcoholic drinks 
are not only not necessary lo persons in health, 
do not promote health, strenitth, usel^ilness, or 
improve th« morala, but on the contrary, are, to 
say the least, rny often injurious in all theM 
respects, wemaytberefbre, onthe grouudof ex- 
pediency, forego their use. 

Paul, however, goes further. On examining 
the 8th and 10th ebaplers of 1st Corinthians, it 
wiU be seen that although Paul tells (hem, in 
substsnce, that when they are invited to a feas^ 
and are disposed lo go, Qieymay eat such thing* 
as are set before them, asking no questions, &c. 
although in point of Eict, the very meal set be- 
fore them, had been ofiered in sacrifice to as 
idol. But he says that if he who bid you lo ths 
feast, say to you, " this is o&bred in sacriBce to 
on idol," (hat then you are not lo (ouch it; and 
tor the obvious resson that if you partake after 
you are plainly told that it has thus been oSitr- 
ed, the idolater will be confirmed in his idola- 
try — he will then know that you understand i^ 
and will have reason tobelieve thai you approve. 



lliii ii not all. The waak broHier, will, by ' 
'"lureumple, be emboldanetl to parUkeof itai 

thing offered to mo i<l(il, uul thereby not be- 
cause it mu oS^reil, but became be pulalm of 
it aiathing oBered lo BDJilot — Ibe vealf bro- 
ther will periih, for whom Chtiit died ) you will 
be a. tlumbling bloctc id his w&y. And ia view 
of Ibis, Paul declarei, if hi* eating meat under 
thOM circumstancei, (and but Tor those circutn- 
■tiincei it would be rigbt,) would be tbs occa- 
■ion of leading a brother into Bin, he would eat 
DO meat >i loDg as the world itands. But he 
goea farther, aod declares, that '■ when ye do 
thus tin against tbe brethren, and wound their 
weak coDKienee, ye do ain against Christ-" And 
in Rom. 14th, 21 it, be says: "It isgoodneither 
to eal flesh or drink wine, or any thing whereby 
thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 

What can be plainer than thiiT If Paul wonhl 
even abstain from Iheuse of meat, because un- 

occosiOD a weak lirother to ain — if he would ab- 
stain from meat, which we all agree, we have 
God's permission to eat — meal which will sus- 
tain and nourish the body — what is our duty in 
regard to alcoholic drinks, (I take the whole,) 
when we do know that our using them, even 
modetately, nay lead others to use them im- 
moderately— may lead them to ruin — will, right 
or wrong, prevent their adopting the only safe 
course for Uiem — total abstinence — and they will 
thus gt oil to ruin — to the drunkard's grave. 

I heani a minister of the gospel say from the 
the desk, last winter, that It wassaid that it was 
duty to sign the pledge, because by so doing, you 
might induce the intemperate to sign. "Well," 
■aid he, "in ao doing, I shouldpnl my liberty in 
the keeping of every dninkald in the land." 1 
must say, that 1 was much better pleased with 
the course of Oen. S — k, a very aged and intel- 
ligent disciple, who had long beeu sitting at the 
Saviour's feel, waiting till bis change shonld 
come. The Oeneral had lived where no tam- 
Jicrance soaiety existed — never beard a tempe- 
twice address, or heard the subject discDSMd. 
He drank moderately— .considered it ridiculoiu 
for him to give a pledge to abstain — hot when 
he heard the reasons for aigning given, espe- 
cially the duty of ciirlitiaaa loose t^-denial for 
the ■ake of others, and wben the coune of Pan) 
in regard to meet waa pointed oat, a call wii 
made for those to rise who aivroTed of Paul's 
course, and oonsidered the priaciples od which 
he acted applicable to the temperance cause, the 
goodoldmanwas promptly on his feet,andhia 
name heads the list on their temperance pledge. 
Objection.—" It is useful as a medicine." 
Am. — The pledge admita its use for mediciDal 
purposes; and the fact that it is useful as a me- 
dicine, ahowsthatit was not designed to be used 
M a daily beverage. 

But according to the reasoning of the object- 
or, if when sick you take an emetic, aod it af- 
fbrd the desired relief, you ought to repeat the ' 
dose; take a little before breakfast, ■' SI a phlegtB , 
ontter;" then a little before dmner, by way of . 
■tMipMlog tbe qipetitC) again at four o'clock, 

5* 



to help digestion, fcc. be. But yon i 

die aame principle, swallow rhubarb, and Jeli^f 

and aasafcedita, aod aloes, and indeed, the whole 
iMntents of the doctor's pill-bags, if, whiB sld^ 
^oa have been relieved by their use. 

ObJ. — '■ If I don't sell, somebody el^e will." 
Aa>. — '■ Woe unto the world because of oflbn 
ces, for it must needs be that offences come, bn 
woe unto that man by whom the offence CO 
meth." Woe unto us that we live in a world 
Hirrounded by so many temptations whi 
ten draw us into vice, Init a special n 
that man who becomes the tempter of his fellow 

Woe UDto the poor drunkard that wallows In 
the mire, but a double damnation to him wlio 
Mils that to his fellow man that brings him 
there. Juilas might have said " it waa predlel- 
ul that the Hessias would come, and be betray- 
ed, and suOtor and die — the propheaies muM be 
Ailfllled — if he was to be betrayeil, there must 
De a betray er,:'aail if I had not performed (iMt 
part, somebodyilrise would." 

The course adopted by llie eaptain of a ooast- 
LDg vessel, in Maine, may affonl a good lesson to 
those who quiet their c.maciences under thb 
plea. The captain was well known ai an In- 
flexible, uncompromising, teropeiwtco man- 
neither used intoxicating drink himself. Or 
would employ a hand that used It. And that 
was not all; he would not transport it is a* 
cargo. This was generally known; anit as he 
was about sailing from Bangor to Boston, s 
merchant wishing to send for a quantity of q>l- 
rita by his vessel, and knowing the objections 
of the eaptain to carrying such an article. In ol- 
der to deeeiie him and get his liquor by his ves- 
sel, resorted to this deception: He drew an Or- 
der on his friend in Boston, for so much liqnoTt 
but appriseii him of the captain's tcruples, and 
requested his friend to mark the cask* "vin*- 
gar," and to make the entry inlhebiU of ladiiiK 
to correspond. The order was obeyed, the vee- 
I sel sailed — but on the return voyage, the oaptaln 



ivered tbe trick that hi 



I played q 



On arriving at B., the gentlemen who had nr- 
dered the liquor, came on board, and aaked tha 
captain if he had brought him so many casks of vi- 
negar, " So," wsa the reply, "I have so many 
casks marked vinegar, but the Boston foUts liaTa 
made a mistake — they have put np rum.» AtlM 
some parleying the merchant Anally told tha 
captain, thfti he knew it-~he bad aent for it) and 
offered to pay hiro the freight. " Oh 1 no," saU 
the eaptain, "I don't do busineia in that wi^, I 
donrt deliver rum for vhiegar, I will carrr U 
back, and leave it where I took it; yon can»rtj 
tie irith the man who smU it." And be waa u 
good as his word. He returned it to BoAmI 
Yes, and every man of moral principle will »pi 
prove his decision. Very many case* might bJ 
given, where carriers, and distillers, and vendj 
ers, have made far greater pecuniary sacriSe^ 
in carrying ont their tamperanee principle*. 
. Otij. — "I Don't sell to drunkards." i 

Ant. — If there was nobody to sell to temp^ 
I rate men, the intemperate would loon die o^ 



64 



and the great work of reform would be accom- 
plished; there would be no tipplers or tempe- 
zate drinkers to degrade to the rank of drunk- 
ards—would be no timber to make drunkards 
out of. ''Yes,'* but you answer, "there is a 
great difference in the moral character of liquor 
sellers. The man who keeps that very respecta- 
ble hotel, is Tery much esteemed, has the confi- 
dence and good will of the whole commimity. 
The man over the way, it is true, is not . quite 
as much esteemed, and that man who keeps a 
little fiurther down, we agree is a worthless fel- 
low.»' 

This I admit; but let us see how admirably 
they all work together. All are necessary in 
carrying on the great work in which they are 
engaged. In order to illustrate, suppose you 
have three taverns of different classes, as I have 
mentione<l, and some filthy grocery. As you 
pass that grocery you see a man come out of it 
very dnmk, he staggers about exhibiting all the 
usual marks of beastly intoxication ; you are 
soon told that that man is dead-— deaii from tiie 
effects pf the liquor the grocer had sold him. 
You go, filled with indignation to the groeer, 
and tell him in plain English, '' You are a mur- 
derer, you have killed that man — the evidence 
is conclusive." Now, what might the grocer 
■ay in reply? I would not by any means palli- 
ate or justify him, but he might laugh at your 
simplicity, and say in retivn, " Let us see if 
I am the murderer — see if I have killed the 
man. You recollect that ten years ago, that man 
was our doctor, our lawyer, our merchant, or 
some person of standing and respectability here. 
He did not then come to my grocery to drink; 
you will remember he then visited that very re-, 
respectable hotel, and drank his brandy, his 
gin, or wine, wiUi gentlemen. After a while,- 
he was there so often^ that his friends became 
alarmed, and pegrhaps the tavern keeper hiinself, 
begui to give him a word of caution — ^to tell 
him he was afraid if he kept on, he would final- 
ly become a drunkard. The man was vexed; 
Oiis was too much for his consequence to brook; 
he indignantly left and went across the road to 
the opposite tavern, where they were not quite 
so particular who they sold to. There he staid 
and tippled for a number of years longer, until 
perhaps his money ran - low, and that tavern 
keeper's conscience was very tenderly affected. 
Atany rate, he left that and went to the thinl 
fayem^ where they could sell to any, body, drunk 



or sober, and finally, in the regular course of 
things, came into my hanils. To-ilay he canie 
here, suffering dreadfully, and begged of me for 
a glass of spirits, and! let him have it; he drank 
it, and is dead. I acknowledge that that was 
his last glass; but will you pretend that my glass 
killed him? Don't you know that this man ne- 
ver would have darkened the door of my shop, 
had it not been foi* the united labors of my li- 
quor-selling neighbors? Why, you don't seem 
to understand it. Dori't you know that we li- 
quor sellers are only doing what mechanics do 
in their various Dperationv. In order to facili- 
tate their labors and cheapen their wares, they 
divide their busiiiess into different departments; 
one man gets out the timber, another frames, a 
third puts together, and so on, but they kre, to- 
gether, manufacturing the same article. So 
with us liquor sellers; one makes a temperate 
drinker, another promotes him to the rank of 
tippler, another a rank still lower^ and so on, but 
among us all we are carrying on the drunk- 
surd^ ittanufackiring business. Now the keeper 
of that hotel just prepares the timber, the man 
across the way puts ifp the frame and puts on 
the covering, the third one nearly completes 
the work,, but he can't put on the polish, until 
he hands him over to me ; my little despised 
grocery is the tinishing shop." 

The lesson I would inculcate by this, may be 
sunlmed up in a very few words. As long as 
liquor is sold as a beverage, so long there will 
be, more or less, of drunkenness, and its attend- 
ant evils. 

But we have virtually endorsed the vender's 
objection, when we have refused to patronise a 
liquor-selling tavern because we found drunk- 
ards there. As well might you refuse to patro- 
nise the watch' repairer, because you see watch- 
es at his window; the shoemaker because you 
see signs of boots or shoes hanging out, or any 
other mechanic, because you may see the arti- 
cle which he manufactures, hanging out as a 
sign. For why may not the vender of spirits 
hang out the DRUNKARD to indicate his busi- 
siness, as well as mechanics theirs. "When 
you find the sign hang out indicating that in- 
toxicating drinks are offered fo^ sale, as a beve- 
rage, and do not find more or less of intempe- 
rance, you may expect to go into a city or vil- 
lage, and see the various signs hanging out, and 
yet expect not to find a single article which 
those signs indicate. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TOTAL ABSTINENCE. 



TEMPERANCE A SUBSTITUTE FOB RELIGION, 
&c.— NO ALCOHOJi IN GRAIN. ,■' 

The objections to total abstineDce have been 
80 often answered, that I must apologize for say- 
ing any thing more on that point. But there 
may be dark places where a word on this subject 
ma;y be useful. Of course I address tjbose who 
discard the use of distilled liquors. 

3apiK>ae you are are known as a temperance 
man. You go to the bar and call for a drink of 
wine> cider or beer. If there are men present 
who know you — men who make use of distilled 
liquor, ten to one, but they are at once by your 
side; one says, « landlord, that is a temperance 
man, he likes cider, I prefer rum; another calls 
for a drink of gin, another for bran<ly, &c. You 
turn about and give them a lecture on the ruin- 
ous consequences that will eventually result from 
their indulgence in those drinks; point them to 
the land- marks o£ruin in their downward course; 
of drunkenness, of disease, embarrassment, 
blighted hopes, domestic discord, poverty, a jail 
or a poor-house. 

Suppose after you have delivered yourself of 
such a lecture, some one of your hearers should 
turn and ask you the question, << Why do you 
drink that glass of cider?" You might answer, 
*' Because I had a mind to," or " because it does 
me good." Again the enquirer says, *' What 
quality is there in it which leails you to prefer 
it to water, or anything else?" Driven into a 
comer, you would be obliged by honesty and 
fair dealing, to answer, '^ I drink it for the ex- 
citement it produces, for the fuddle of it." '* You 
have told the truth," say one and all, " that is 
just what we drink rum, brandy, gin, for, so 
here it goes." You would probably be rather 
at loss how to answer this. 

Take away the intoxicating principle from all 
—fermented and distilled drinks — and we should 
find the love of them, the strength of appetite, 
as well as the estimate of their beneficial quali- 
ties, greatly diminished. 

Formerly, when you caUed at the bar for a 
drink of spirits, the landlord poured you out a 
drink in a foot glass; if you called for a drink 
of cider, he gave you a pint mug, filled to the 
brim. Why was now this practice reversed? 
Why did he not give you the cider in the foot 
glass, and the rum in the mug? Simply because 
it was a certain amount of the intoxicating prin- 
ciple that was wanted, and it was about the same 
in eachy m custom had regulated the matter. 



OBJECTION TO CHRISTIANS UNITDWJ HI 
TpVfPERANCfi SOCIETIES. 

^ If I join, I must unite with infidel, Jew^ and 
Turk, in promoting a moral enterprise." 

Ans, — ^I certainly would unite with Infidel, 
Jew or Turk, in assisting any human being out 
of the water, or to extricate him from any situ- 
ation in which union of strength and elBfort might 
be required; and assuredly I would unite with 
them in any enterprise to improve his mdtalii or 
save his soul. Will unite with any one in ar- 
resting the hand of the suicide — in dissuading 
him from his murderous design — or from abat- 
ing his wife and children^ or violating the laws 
of Grod or man. Here is a platform broad enough 
for Infidel, Jew, Turk, or Christian, to staiid 
upon, without sacrificing their own or adoptinf^ 
the others principles. 

Obj, — << Temperance is made a substitute for 
religion." 

Ans,— -The assertion is untruey as has been de- 
monstrated by the whole history of the tempe- 
rance reform. No instance can be named where 
the religious character of a community has de- 
teriorated in consequence of the establishment of 
temperance societies, and the advancement of 
the temperance cause. On the contrary, from 
its very origin, where great success has attended 
the temperance enterprise, revivals of religfion [ 
have so speedily followed, as to compel the be- u 
lief that the former had prepared the way for 
the latter. 

In every state where I have travelled, and in u^ 
a great many districts of those states, facts to Q. 
this point have been brought to my notice. How 
often have I visited little villages where every 
thing bore the marks of industry and prosperity' 
— where new houses were in the progress of 1^ 
erection, or old ones undergoing repair-^here ^ ' 
one that has just been newly covered, another ^ 
painted, there an additional wing, or a new 
wood-house, or fence, or bam, and on the vil- 
lage green a neat and commodious house of 
worship meets the eye, instead of the old rusty 
school, or town house, with its dilapidated walls 
and broken windows, which had for generatioiHi 
served as an apology for a church. Every things 
wears a cheerful aspect and invites the traveller 
to stop, assuring him that there is a good share 
of temporal prosperity, and respectable and mo* 
ral, if not affluent and refined society. Yes, and 
trace back the history of this place but a fcW"-, 
years, and you would find that its moral charac-f 
ter and external appearance, were any thing butr 
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retpcetable and attntctiye. I leave my readers 
to picture the broken windows, where rags or 
old hati were a substitute for glass — gates thrown 
from their hinges — fences falling down — every 
thing going to decay, and the very genius of 
ruin brooding in sullen silence over the gloomy 
scene. The village tavern had more attraction 
to the inhabitants than the church — more were 
gathered around it than were seen in the house 
of Grod, and the traveller in looking upon the 
group as he passed in, involuntarily felt for his 
pocket book, and a feeling of melancholy and 
insecurity led him to wish that his stay might 
be short. 

Ask when this great change commenced^ and 
you are told in ninety-nine cases out of a hun- 
dred^ that it commenced with the temperance 
reform in that place. If you press your inqui- 
ries a little further, you are told that ten years 
'afO» that merchant sold twenty-five hogsheads 
pt tpirits— the tavern keeper thirty — and others 
'pccfeaptas much — and that now there is none 
■old at all, or if any, but two or three barrels in 
the year. You are pointed to that man who for 
years was a miserable drunkard, and now a re- 
q>ectable influential citizen, and generally too, 
a member of the church. A large addition had 
been made to the number of church members, 
and the stated pi caching of the gospel is enjoyed. 
. Instances of this kind may be seen by thou- 



sand in the United States, but not one instance 
where the reverse of this picture can be found. 
Not one where by increasing the use of intoxi- 
cating drinks as a beverage, the moral character 
of the people has been improved, or their tem- 
poral prosperity increased; not one. 

Obj. — ''If there is no alcohol in grain, how 
do you get it out?" 

Professor Mussey, formerly of Dartmouth Col- 
lege, N. Hampshire, now of Cincinnati, in a 
prize essays, says, " It may perhaps be worth re- 
marking, that throughout the wide spread king- 
doms of animal and vegetable nature, not a par- 
ticle of alcohol, in any form or combination 
whatever, has been found, as the effect of a sin« 
gle living process, but that it arises only out of 
tiie decay, the dissolution and the wreck of or- 
ganised matter, or of its ever varied and won- 
derftil productions." 

Gk>d has given to man the ingenuity by which 
he may change the most nourishing and whole- 
some articles of food into poisons, and these poi- 
sons may too, be rendered useful, but we are not 
therefore mider obligation to use poisons, be- 
cause they exist in nature, or may be produced 
by the ingenuity of man. But the best way^ 
perhaps, to answer the objeotor, is to ask him 
how much grain or bread he must eat, in order 

to produce intoxication. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE INCONSISTENCY OP THE LICENSE LAW, AND THE POPRIE- 
TY AND CONSTITUTIONALITY OF PROHIBITORY LEGISLATION. 



THE INCONSISTENCY OF THE LICENSE LAW, &c. 

As this has been the subject of much discus* 
sion, and will continue to be until ii shall be en- 
tirely- expunged from the statute book, I feel 
myself called upon to give my views in regard 
to it. 

By the facts which I have given, I have, I 
-trust, shown that a very g^eat share of the crime 
— ^pauperism — deaths, domestic discord and tax- 
es, are directly or indirectly, chargeable to in- 
temperance—but whether the proportion be, in 
truth, greater or less than those facts woiUd indi- 
cate, it will be conceded that nearly all the 
evils which we agree, do result from this caiiie, 
have been produced by liquor, which has been 
sold under the real or pretended sanction of the 
license law; therefore to that law, in the same 
proportion, may they be justly considered as 
chargeable. Or more correctly speaking, per- 
haps, they are to be charged to our legislators. 
No. As in this country^ the people possess the 
power; as the sovereign people make and tm- 
make our legislators, they must be held respon- 
sible for the existence of this- and every other 
law, the practical effects of which they have 
had opportunity to test. If the sovereign peo- 
ple will tell their legislators to pass or repeal 
this or any other law, and show them that a ma- 
jority of Uielr constituents are in favor of it, le- 
gislators would not be slow to obey their clear- 
ly expressed will. No set of men are more 
obedient, and their obedience is more readily 
secured about the time of election. And this is 
right, as they are the agents of the people, and 
ought to obey their will-^o their business as 
directed. The inference it, that there is a re- 
medy in the hands of the people— that the same 
authority which can .prohibit hors6 racing- 
gambling — ^wearing e d neeal e d weapons — expo- 
sing unwholesome ineatfor sale, or indecent 
pictures to public view, can also prohibit the 
sale of liquor as a drink. 

It may not \>6 known to all, however, that 
there are, or have been, men of some reputation 
in our country, who tell us very confidently, that 
meh a law would be unconstitutional. A very 
distinguished eastern editor opposed the << fif- 
teen gallon law" of Massachusetts, and finally 
urged most strenuously its repeal, on the ground 
of its unconstitutionality. I may therefore, . be 
permitted to answer tttis objection, without be- 
ing liable to the charge of raising a man of 
straw forihe sake of demolishing him. 

It appears at first blush, sirange, that the sove- 
reign people cannot adopt such measures as 



they, may judge will best promote the great ob- 
ject of government — ^will best protect themselves 
in the enjoyment of their rights, both of person 
and property. Where is the power which is 
more powerful, and can therefore veto their aelat 
That is, unless there is a power which throi^ill 
express authority given in the constitution hf 
the people, is designated for that purpose. What 
laws may not the people enact for their own fo- 
vemment, with this only limitation; that is, 
that they do not violate the great charter of 
God's law — are not repugnant to bible morali- 
ty? In short, it is the great distinctive feature, 
and peculiar excellence of our form of govern- 
ment — ^its very jit and marrow — ^that there is 
no king or other earthly potentate that can re- 
to the acts of the people— whether these acts 
are passed in their primary assemblies, or 
through their reg^ularly appointed agents. The 
people associate together in society for their 
own mutual benefit, and on their own terms; siir- 
ren4ering such natural rights as they choose, 
aud may judge necessary, in order to secore to 
themselves the enjoyment of others. 

Take a particular case — why is horse-racing 
prohibited? A law against walking horses to 
see which will walk fiistiest, would be consider- 
ed very strange ; or against trotting horses— oi^ 
drawing them to ascertain which ik the strong- 
est Well, docs not every man know that he hat' 
just as good a natural right to try the speed of hisi 
horse in running as in walking or trotting? AmI 
why, then,should the legislature prohibit oneand 
not the other. This question is readily answer- 
ed. Suppose two men should make a walkings 
match, it would not produce a great deal of ex- 
citement — ^there would not be a very great ga<^ 
thering, and consequent waste of time to wiu 
ness such a contest. A trotting match would 
not often disturb the community much, compa^ 
ratively few would be called together; bnil 
have a regularly built horse-race, and the peo- 
ple collect from all parts of the country, drink- 
ing, gambling and quarrelling, and all sorts of 
iniquity are practiced '* against the peaoe'^and 
dignity" and best interest of the people. . Thi 
public good, then, is the true groand aft 
these prohibitory laws, and the sovereign peoJ 
pie is ultimately the tribunal to decide what thq 
public good does require. [ 

Apply this to the case before us. You havi 
gl*ain — there is no restriction on its bale-~no li 
cense is required. Suppose you convert it infc 
spirits; is not the liquor made from it as abso 
lutely your property as was the grain froa 
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which it was made, and have you not the same law. Men have just the same ri^ht to sell li- 
unqualified natural right to sell it in any quan- quor that they have to sell any other i>ronerty.'' 



tity? The answer is, yes. Why ihen, can we 
not do it? Because the legislature has interpo- 
sed. And what has the legislature done? They 
have licensed it, and thus rendered it legal. In- 
stead of leaving the sale to be frowned out of 
existence by a correct public sentiment, the pro- 
tecting shield of the law has been thrown 
around it, and it thus has virtually the endorse- 
ment of legislative authority, that it is moral. 

It may be known, that Judge Piatt, formerly 



This (the natural right to sell,) is just the ground 
that I have assumed, but the natural right to sell 
liquor is not more unquestionable than that of 
running horses, gambling and a vast many other 
acts which the law has prohibited, with paint 
and penalties. And why* have not legislators 
said that as men have a natural riglit to run 
horses and gamble, &c., we will not prohibit^ 
but reg^ulate and restrict, and license for a cer 
tain price. For instance, the jockey who rides 
shall weigh just 100 pounils; the horse shall not 



a judge of the Supreme Court of N. York, gave *"*" weign jusi iw pountis; uie norse snau not 
It as his deliberate opinion, that but for the in- | ^"" ™^^® ^^'^^ * '"*^« *^ * heat,and the same horse 
terposition of the License Law, the vender of !°*^^ not^>e permitted to run a second time — 



liquor would, at common law, be held respon- 
sible for the consequences, and virtually would 



The gambler, too, shall be subject to certain 
regulations, and shall pay so much for a license. 



be subjected to the principles laid down in the and the price maybe varied according as the cir- 

law of Moses in regard to the ox that was wont cumstances may afford a prospect of greater or 

to push with his horn; "or the man that should less profit. 

leave a pit exposed, mto which his neighbor's ^"® second objection is—" Temperance men 

beast should faU." In short, should the vender *^® calling upon the legislature to compel peo- 

•eU to the man who, when under the influence P^® ^ °® ™^'^*** ^^^ "^"^^ "^® ^^^^^ ™®^"* ^ 

of alcohol, was known to exhibit great viorence Proinote morality. You must promote morali- 

— to abuse his family— to engage in brawls and ^^ "^ ™°*'** suasion.^' This is one of the 

riots, and disturb the peaoe of society, he would ^^^ popular objections, and yet the obvious an- 

be held responsible for the consequences. And V^^^ " ^^"""^ }^ answering the question, « why 

would not this comport with the principles of ?? ^^^ prohibit horse racing?*' Answer. Because 

justice? *^ promotes immorality. Why prohibit gambling? 

Near WUkes Barre, P., a ferry-man who was ^eca"*® it promotes immorality. Indeed much 

very intemperate, was in the habit of gettinir °^. <>»« legislation is designed to protect thie mo- 

his liquor at a neighboring tavern. The wife ^*^ ®/ ^ community. Rev. Doct. Channing 

of the intemperate man, begged of the vender ^^^' ! ® F^^ ^^^^^ ®^ government is not 

not to seU to him—remonstrated with him for ^ "^® ^^' ^^^^ charters and originate im- 

so doing. He however persisted. The ferry- Proyements, but to prevent and repress crimes 

man one day, when very much intoxicated, was Sp*"*^ individual right and social onler. To 

caUed upon by a traveller to set him across.— ^** «"*^» gTOvernment ordams a penal code. 

The wife interfered— begged her husband not J"*^^ Pf^?*' ^^ ?°^*<^^ ^^^^ punishments, 

to attempt it, but in vain. He ferried the man ^9^' *^ '* "^®» that a great share of (he crime 

over, but in returning fell into the river and was ^^^^^ government is instituted to prevent and 

drowned, the wife and tavern keeper both wit- 'eprew* ^^ its origin in intemperance— if poor 

nessing his death struggles. Yes, and the wife ^®"?®^ ^^^^ ^®"*«»^ ^'^\ ^i penitentiaries, 

wrung her hands and screamed continually in y®/? * S^F®** measure peopled by those whose 

the ear of thi wretch—" You are a murderer! *"/ impulse to crime, came from the distillery, 

you are a murderer ! !» I ask, is not this widow- ^"^ ^® !™-^**?P 5 , " 'l^* government bound 

ed mother, whose husband has been deprived to prohibit the sale of that which produces aU 

I of life to gratify the cupidity of the liquor seU- *^«^ ^^^^^ «^*^«^ Shall government never 

er; and she not only thus deprived of her best *^* ** a parent— never remove the occasion of 

friend, but left to struggle with poverty, to sup- wrong domg?" , ^ , , 

port herself and little ones, entiUed to redress?" ^ We talk about parenlal government, but how 

Shall the man who digs the pit, or he who does a k^^a and wise parent act? If he finds his 
permits his unruly, vicious ox to run at large, J^"* liitojicated, does he not at once remove, if 
be protected; while the man who receives Sie ^ P^f J?'y T> ^^^ temptation out of his way? 
injury, or his wife and children who aredepriv- YZ'^l^^'' "f^ ^ hnnded as hard h«uted and 
eu of his protection and support, can obtain no destitute of common sense, should he re- 
compensation? prove or punish the son for drmkmg to excess. 

Every principle of justice and equity say, no. J?d yet leave the liquor in his way, to excite 

And yet all the pit-falls, and vicious or raven- ^> appetite, and tempt him to mdulgence? 

ous beasts from the tig^r down to the unruly ox. Look at another most glaring inconsistency 

never inflicted upon mankind a thousandth part in the law. If a juror — a single one of a pa- 

of the injury they have sustamed from the use nel, is proved to have drank spirituous liquors 

of intoxicating drinks. But there have been in th« jury room, the verdict is set aside by the 

by high authority court — the juror fined, and a new trial granted. 

THREE OBJECTIONS And yet perhaps that very court (for in most of 

Interposed on this subject. The first is that the States the licensing power is vested in the 

*' temperance men mistake the nature of the li- court,) may have licensed that very man to sell 

^•nse law — it is not designed to increase, butdi- that very article, or may be, it came from his 

ninish the sale of liquor. It is a restrainmf own bar. How does the law thus express the 
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^pli.' ^n of its makers, as to the bad effects of 
liquor — so inimical to justice — that the solemn 
decision of a juror, under oath, is vitiated if he 
drinlcs but one spoonful. Yes, and although the 
other eleven have abstained, their decision is 
set aside on account of this act of the twelfth 
man. 

And yet we license the tempter, but punisli 
the tempted. Yes, do not even permit the man 
who has violated the law, when intoxicated, to 
plead his drunkenness in justification or paUia- 
tion, when arraigpied before the court. And 
yet look at the fact that in almost every {ail, I 
have found instances where individuals have 
been often recommitted to the same jail in the 
same year. In Erie county you will see the 
number of persons committed was 213, and yet, 
the number of commitments was 475!!! In 
Lancaster jail, Pa., a woman was last year re- 
committed eiji^ht times. I find there are repeat- 
ed instances where the same individuals have 
been recommitted in the year for drunkenness; 
and yet, I have never found one instance where 
the mm had been imprisoned for selling them 
the liquor. It should always be borne in mind 
too, that the expense of the apprehension, trial, 
board in jail, and fees of the jailer, are paid by 
the PEOPLE. 

The third and last objection I shall notice is^ 
that the license law affords security by requir- 
ing that '< none but men of good moral charac- 
ter shall be licensed to engage in the traffic." 

Let us look at this: That the business of li- 
quor selling is the cause, or occasion of a very 
great share of the crime, poverty and domestic 
discord and death ; in short, is the parent sin of 
our land — ^fiills our prisons — alms-houses — or- 
phan asylums and penitentiaries; sends wailing 
and woe through the world, and imposes an 
immense tax upon the sober part of the people, 
without one corresponding good, is unquestion- 
able, and yet the men who are permitted to mo- 
nopolize this traffic, must be <^men of good 
moral character;" indeed, in Pennsylvania, must 
publish in the papers for a given time, a cer- 
tificate signed by at least twelve men to this ef- 
fect: MeiT of good moral CHA.RACTEB TO 

SELL LiquoR!!! Would there not be much 
more propriety, in this day of light, in adopting 
the sentiment of Rev. Daniel A. Clarke, when 
he says, *' No ! if liquor must be sold for the 
use and ruin and utter damnation of man, let 
the same lying spirit that handed the Apple to 
Eve stand at the tap, that it may appear the 
same infkmous business it really is." Yes, we 
say, amen! let old Cloven Foot enjoy the mo- 
nopoly of this peace, body and soul destroying 
business, instead of getting decent men to do 
the devil's dirty work. 

This requirement of the license law has al- 
ways reminded me of a case in a New-England 
village, where, at a ball, some very disgraceful 
act having been committed in the ball-room, 
much to the disparagement of the very orderly, 
pious character of its inhabitants — some of the 
good people imagining that it was attributable 
to the managers, who were but striplings,, and 
having little weight of character, they actually 
applied, at the next anniversary baU o^ their 



litet-* institution, to a venerable old lawyer, 
who '»ras also a deacon of the church, to be a 
manager of the ball, but the deacon gave a de- 
cided negative — refused to accept this new of- 
fice, imagining, probably, that his deaconship 
could not sanctify this kind of amusement. — 
But if this feature of the license law is in keep- 
ing with the general and known effect of the 
traffic, the deacon ought to have accepted the 
proffered appointment, and we should put the 
deacon at the head of the gambling house-^let 
him hold (he stakes at the horse race, &c. &c. 

Now, it may be asked, on what gnround is the 
assertion foumied, that a prohibitory law would 
be unconstitutional? The answer is, that in the 
declaration of rights, it is said that every man , 
has, among others, <<an inherent and inaliena- ' 
ble right to acquire, possess and enjoy proper- 
ty ;" and the sweeping inference is drawp from 
this declaration, that we have, in all cases what- 
soever, a right to sell or not to sell-^to part • 
with or not to part with our property. Thig ! 
natural right, however is, by inference, eletrljr > 
limited by our constitution, where it is said that i 
private property shall not be taken for publie \ 
purposes, without compensation, amounting to J 
a declaration of right, to take it where compen- | 
sation is given. A right thus to take property] 
can alone authorize the taking of land for roads, 
canals and other public purposes. But on what 
principle is the right founded to prohibit the sale 
of liquor? What right to single this out amon^ 
the innumerable articles of commerce, -and im- 
pose restraints upon, or prohibit its sale as 
beverage altogether? Answer. And it is vast* 
ly important that this should be understood. 
The principle which justifies the legislature in 
any restraining or prohibitory law in regard to 
the article in question, is found alone in the 
sentiment which has received the sanction of 
ages in every civilized country, that <'On£ MAir 

HAS NO RIGHT SO TO USE HIS PROFERTT Alj 
TO INJURE HIS NEIGHBOR'S 'PROPERTY." 

For instance, a man would not be perml 
to erect a slaughter house in the heart of a cii 
or village, for the obvious reason that its ofRs; 
sive smell would be an intolerable nuisance to th 
neighborhood, would << injure your neighbor* 
property," by rendering his house uninhabitable 
On this principle too, if you erect a mill dam. 
even on your own land, and though it does noi 
flow back upon the land of any one, yet if |ji 
it should cause serious sickness, the commoi 1 
law would compel you to remove, — as far as yoi ie 
could do it — the cause of that sickness — wovHi «rc 
compel you to << abate the nuisance" by draw* j^ 
ing off the water. These cases by way of U er 
lustration, might be multiplied indefinitely .^u 
And here I would ask, what, in point of injuri 
ous influence upon the health — upon the pros^ 
ity — ^the moral, or physical interests of the com 
munity, are the putrid waters or filthy slaugh 
yards, in comparison with the sale of intoxi 
ting drinks? The one may be extremely annoying 
to the senses, and destructive to bodily healtv 
but the other destroys not only the health am 
life of the body, but destroys the peace of §k 
milies — ^peace of mind^ and ruins the soul. 

I 
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Itowever> in conclusion, I assert that We 
do now, and always have, acted on the princi- 
ple that it is not only right, but constitutional 
.to prohibit the sale of liquor. For proof, I 
would ask what is the population of your town? 
Vour answer, 2,000. Then there are 400 men 
—voters — and these all have, in this land of li- 
berty and equality, the same 'constitutional 
rights? Of course. Well, how many taverns 



have your mthority licensed? *' Three. » And 
thii ii oiNMtltutional, I suppose? <<Oh! yes." 
You see nothing then, that savors of unconsti* 
tutionalityt Ho. It is right tlien, is it, to pro- 
hibit 397 of jour citizens from engaging in this 
traffic? Would it not be just as constitutional 
to prohibit the other three? 

The force of this — its entire conclusiveness, in 
regard to fliis point, must be perfectly apparent* 



CHAPTER X. 

DUTIES AND POWERS OF BOARDS OF EXCISE — THE RESPONSI- 
BILITIES OF TAVERN KEEPERS — WITH THE OPINIONS OF 
JUDGE SAVAGE, CHANCELLOR KENT, TIMOTHY JENKINS, Esq,, 
COL. YOUNG AND JOHN C. SPENCER, Esq. 

POWERS Ain) DUTIES OF COMUISBION- keep up a •Iga, on penalty of $1.25 fyt emrj 

ERS OF EXCISE. ^^ 

The abore are the prominent features of the 

The datiet and powers of the excise board Zi,^ ^^ ^ . .»«^-*x^ :- 41. 1 > j 

have become the subject of much discussion, and «ui!^L^•i^^*Z!li^?l^*f^^ 
Icanperhapshaidlyperformagieater,ormore ^^^,S^ L^^S^^^^y^^^ 
acc^SSnTrwSr^ the comSS^, thjn to SSSL^t^HS^S^ ;^S^^ 
iriYe a synopsis of the License Law, and the ^w arTcomlkSwlttS 

JSI^tol"^"''' ^^ ^^^^ ItwiUb?SSii^Liatthelawdoesnot«iy 

Aboard IS composed of the Superrisor and S^Hl'L'Sli^.Sf ^.!?^ "^^^^ 

Justice, of the toi^They awTrequired to ^« ^ ^ ■^^-** *• P««tosivei not manda- 

meet in their respective towns on the first Mon- ^^' 

day in May, in each year. But the following opinions of some of our 

The law says <'they shall baye power to ablest Judges and lawyers will be the best and 

grant licences to keepers of inns or tavems, mo«A satisfiustory authority I can gire: 

being residents of the town, to seU strong and chief Justice Sataox mys, on the applica- 

spirituous liquors and wmes, to be drank in thehr Uon of Gerrit Smith, Esq. " It is my opinion, at 

houses respectively;" also to licence grocers to this moment, when called upon for it, that it is 

seU the same in quantities less than fire gaUons, left entirely to the discretion of boards of ex- 

not to be drank in their shops, out-houses, fcc else, in the state of New-Yoric, to giant or re- 

The board may vary the price of licence from fuge licenses." 

^The^plicant for Ucense to s^ fliese drhiks . ^» appliation of «&• wne, J. C. Smcxx, 
inhishJ^,mustkeepaninnortayem. Si'' KSL^ ?^ "S!;*^*"J^5E?^ ^ 

The board must be Jaiisfted that he is a man ST^'!!2^*?I*'5IiS^"*^J^^ 
of good moral charaeter-lhat he has the neces- Je "bject-that flie ststato merely confers on 

sai? accommodations to entMtafai travellers- S*" *^ '*^'' *®« *T* *!!?"!?' "^ 1?*~ *5 
(two spare beds and stabling for four horses)- ^^^^IS^^'^^jlJ*** "5"*^ •»** 
Lid that a tavern is absolutfiy necessary for file Pta«;:::««d wiA respect to lavsrns, th^ 



actual accommodation of travelers at the phu^ 5? "^^^ **»* «*• is absolutely neceesuy for 
where such a^ltont resides, or propo^to ^^^ accommodation of traveUeis at the 
keep tiie saiSUll which duOl hi eiprndy F^^f*^" appU«uit resides, or Pfcqposea 

stat^ in such licence. ^^SL^t^'''^' I^ ^*^** ^**^ ^^ 

The applicant must execute a bond^ to the ?«* »»ws fliat a discretionary POw«r is vested 

people of Uie state in tiie penal sum of $260- m the commissioners to grant or refose a U- 

conditioned that he shall not suifor his house to fJJ^Ki 2L SJ J^ « "^ *" ^ .5?^ 

be disorderly-shall not permit eockfighting- S"!f^L7 "S'^^'i^*^ w*^ I^?- 

gaming or playing witii ouds or dtee-ihall wt 5* ^P^^, ^ ^T^^LT^-S^S*" "'**^ 

keep a biUiJdSr other gaming table in his Sl^TSTtJ?' *!* ** >»* •««>« 5J,«02»« 

houM or on his premises. '^^u^.^^^JSL'* .^ r^^.J:?^^^^'^^ 

He must put up a sign wiflifai thirty days, or !^?J^\!L"!?I?^L'^^ iwlwjting 

payafineof$1.26foreverymonthaJiegM. « pt^lte duty, Jbut it must be a dn^ anf merely 

No person who has not a tavern UoenseidMai 'H^f*™''^ ™ay cannot be piooeidea agafaist 

* There must have been rather a stitng Iniisnsihn ^^ involving discretion, without proving 
on the minds of those who UMis tUs ttw,^iat ths malice towards the faMttvidnal or a eernq>t mo- 
tendency of liqnor aelUnf was to eorrupt the mpmls tlve. See 2d Gain's EeportSi 312— 11th John- 

booSthat he will not admit i^s of chanee and « &• nme r«uion that a disentioii exists in 
other immoralities to be practiced hi his houss. flM nbocdinate oAeer. 



The flplnion of Tihotht Jeneihb, Elq. 
Dixrict Auornc)' of Oneiila county, ia alio givet 
' Kt length in the pamphlet of Mr. Smith, awl ii 
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that I tin nut ileem i( neces&ar; 
occupy (he ijiace necessaiylo pive it here. One 
remark of his, howei-er, I muil not withhold: 
He lays, " It in difficult la tet hoa the Board of 
Excin tan te latitficd that a iaveni Iicctuc u 
neceasBTy to till intoxicating Uqitari in any 
vlaet." ••■••• "Great in Jeeil 
ilioulil »uch neceniV be, that ihoulil call for an 
let of poblic officers, the efffecta of which Alls 
mr prisons with convicts, out poor-houses with 
nmatee, anil our whole coiuitry Willi disliess." 

Id Col. Youass' Keport, mails to the aenale of 
New-York, March 16lh, 1340, tie says. 
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meal has alreaJy acquired such strength, as has 
iltogelhcr excluileil the sale of intoxicating 
[iquors, in direct opposition to the supposed in- 
luence of the license laws, which, it is assum- 
]>), makes siieh btisiness honorable; and a stea- 
dy application of the sa.nie means, the diflbsion of 
Gorrcflt infofination, will carry the tletirable 
work of mom nfbtmadoa to evecv portioa of 
thsacats. 

It will b« h«re notked that Col. Young fiilly 
ract^tlei Iha 4iloretioaBry powers of the com- 
misaicKiera of azciiB. 

But thers li an important question, "Is the 
keeper of a lemperence house under the same 
liabilities tor the protection of the goodi of his 
guest, as the Iceeper of the licensed tavern! 

Chancellor Kent, in a letter to 0«rrit Smith, 
Eeq., s»ys: 

<■ I have considered the question, and I am of 
linion that sach persons are liable for the pro- 
perty of their guests in like manner and to the 
'''~ t as ion keepers at i 



If. 



ThL 






by the authorities cited in 

vol. 2, p. 595, 596, and see the note C. at pages 
£96, 597. I refer to the 3d edilion, and more 
especially to the 4th eilition, at the same pages, 
which contains some additional authoriticn and 
illustrations. A tavern is an inn with the ad- 
ditional right, under an excise licence, to retail 
■piriiuous liquors, and with superadded obliga- 
tions, such, among others, as putting up a sign 
denoting the house to be a tavern. There is an 
liuporlanE distinction, (between inn-keeper and 
n-keeper,) which, I think, is wamnted by 
ilatutes between the two kinds of public 
houses; though the like liabilities as lo the pro- 
perty of the guests apply equally to both. This 
ismy view of the subject; and I consider the 
distinction between an inn and a tavern, la well 
founded in reason, policy and law ; and highly 
conducive to public conv enience and food mo- 
rals. 

1 am, very respeetfiill j. 

Your obdieni servant, 

JAMES KENT." 
On the lubjeet of the responsibilities of beep- 
ers of temperance houses, TiBWtbj Jenkins, 
Esq., whose opinion 1 have already quoted, 
WMjt, " But it ii njd that the licensed inn-keep- 



er is onder legal obli^tions heyond the liabib- 
ties of uy keeper of a ■< Temperance House" 
for tha pratootlon of the goods of his guelt 
The law Ilaanses the keeper of a Temperance 
Rouse to k»ep his inn without any application 
to the Boftnl oF £iciie. He therefore has the 
same rights, (except to sell lutoxicaling drinks,) 
and is liable for ttie same neglect to his guest 
or his properly, as the licensed inn-keepel. 
Both are equally baileea, and responsible for the 
goods of their guests, even though they should 
be stolen out of their custody. The question of 
license or no license, is therefore divcsred of 
any legal diOculties. ll roust ami will be set- 
tled upon the broad principles of public policy 
and common justice." 

Another important question presents itself, 
which is this: Oan an unlicensed inn-keeper 
keep up his ordinary sigu? 

ChiDcetlor Kent; says, ■■ But an inn-keeper 
cannot put up Oie sign of a tavern, but he may 
indicate, by some sign, that he keeps an Inn, as 
distinct from a licensed tavem. 

I have obtained some very valuable lugges* 
tioDS in regard to the license law and the duties 
of the commissioners of excise, from Eev. Mr. 
Conklin, of Pike, Allegany county, who has 
been indefatigable in his reseajches on the sub- 
ject. 

In ngard la the moral character of the 
cant. The board must be satisfied that be" is _ 
man of good moral ehfiracter. Now it has often 
been said that Ministers of the Gospel and Lavr- 
yeishaVB different standards as H> what consti- 
mtes good moral character, but here our g'jLtutcs 
greatly aid us in deciding this point. Is he a 
learer? Profane swearing ia punish- 
able by law, not because it " breaks your bones 
or'picks your pockets," but because it is an im- 
morality. Therefore the board may not — can- 
not, without a violation of their o^iths, license a 
■rearer. Is he a Gabbsth breaker! 
The law punishes this as an immorality. Gam- 
ig and drunkenness the lav considers immor- 

itisQed as lo character, then comes up 
the next question: Is a tavem in that place 
"abniataly necessary for the accommodation of 
ttaveBCrt7" It is obvious that the accommoda- 
tion of " town's people" is not taken into ac- 

But does not the law contemplate the grant- 
ing such licenses on the supposition that intoxi- 
cating drinks are necessary] 

Suppose that in former days intoxicating 
drinks were considered necessary and useful, 
yet if tight has been thrown on this subject, and 
it is now settled that " they are never useful to 
persons in health, but always injorions," shall 
not the excise boanlact under, and be governed 
by the additional light Uins thrown in their path. 
Bat I refer the doubter to the reasoning of Timo- 
thy Jenkins, &sq. 

The tavem keeper gives a bond to keep an or. 
dtrty hoiat. It may be repeateil, for it must bo 
borne in mind, that the license is granted lor tha 
"aceommodation of travellers." Now suppose 
there is a noise kept up till a lale hi 
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ter by whom — whether it is fhul of flM drunk- 
ard or the boisterous and ftere* aU agpgt i oas of 
noisy politicians — ^the dancing and jjawirtnft of 
the inebriate in the bar room, or Am daaefaig in 
the ball roonij providing the ir t ndti r i» diiiurb- 
ed. 

If the tavern keeper sells liquor to any except 
travellers on the Sabbath^ he forfeits his bond. 

And why are all these restrictions imposed^ 
and obstacles thrown in the way of the sale of 



intoxicating drinks? The only answer that ead 
be given is, that their use as a beverage waf 
considered by our legislators as dangerous to Hhi 
pea6e, and iigurious to the prosperity of on^ 
country. And as Rev. Dr. Channing very peri 
tinently remarks, << If the sale of liquor is ben*i 
ficial to the community, why prohibit any one 
from sellmg it? If it is injurious, why licenM 
any to sell^' 



CITAPTER XI. 

TRAFnC UNPROFITABLE. 



Whr fl>^ ihonld Oi« Iraffle be eontianed? 
Who ii iMaeflttod? Tlic dninliird li not — thfe 
nun who abataim ii not — the tax payer ii i 
die poor mM i* not — the rich man ii not 
poor mm 1^ porehailag' the liquor, •■ taliei the 
ttangltt from hi* own root and putt [hem < 
hi* iieiKhbor>i." The oie of It ii el wer 
the lewi ot life end bealth—deMrofi the peaee 

IS THE VEHDBR BENEFTmiDT 



e of liquor — hu died ab- 
bar, end hM teft a fortune to lober cbildreol' 
FlHti on fiiii point, I Dead not maUlptjr ; fliey 
•r* In reach of every oaa. In Comuctieat itatt 
f r i tt n , Iwe ytari agu, titri tuere 169 eoneiett — 
■ great tltare ititentftntt, tmd of blat elan, 76 
Am hen lifiior ttUin!.'.' 

At Lebanon, Ohio, after I had chiaed mj ^»e• 
tu*, A. H. DanlaTf, Eiq. a dltfincniihed '" 



dd^a 



d (here from the aailieat wttleMeat of tlial 
town, had kMOWtt every man who liad kept a 
tarernlheN) andheMfdOte nomber wae 31, of 
whoM twan^-llTe had gooe to diankardt' fi«*M I 
Of Oia other 9, no one iMde propartr. 

Of 6 eawt of uurder whloh he bid tiled, ai 
AMet altOTner, &vb elea^ grew Cmt (tf the 
- ua of IntoxioaltaiK ^inlo- What, it ma; be 
•Ae^wwildl haTB the legldatnre dot tan- 
awei, M Qi&f have the power to act, I would 
kavo (heat poi toeh a law ai ahould axpren 



re wealth amanad br Itw nle c^ Inlcoioadiw U 
I, daaeaadad to th( (boMh -(enintlen. 



(heir decided dinpprobationorthe tnfflc. Ai 
the law now •taodi, it mint be considered an as- 
pcession of approbatioD, and will be so viewed, 
oltlioagb tbe people of (he towns should have 
the power to siupeod iu operation by a majoii^ 
ot legal votea. I would thwefore have then 
pa*a a law prohibiting the >ale of liqnor ai a 
beverage, but giving the people the right to aui* 
pend i(B operation — giving the sovereign peopi* 
the right to ay that liceiue ihsll be granted— 
MTing virtoollr " (he curse be on ua and Our 
ebildren." Such a Uw would brand as illegal, 
(hat which the moral sense of the communiljr 
has called an immorality. But there is one tea. 
lure of the liceuae lut which for balil absurdity 
stands out pre-eminently conspicuous. It Islhiti 
That (he nun who is the Only one in (he eoun< 
try, that i« obliged virtually to get ■ certificate 
of good moral character (and in Pennsylvania, 
he lias literally to do to, and publish it In tha 
public print!,) in order (o carry on his bosineai, 
ii itill virtually outlaietd — cannot collec( a debt 
- - lasted at his bar, tor (hat very article, whioh, 
good moral man, he is authorized (o sell, 
I.e(ns (alkno Biore of the blue law* of New Eag- 
land; wha( abnrdi(y can be found upon a itatnia 
book, more Uuc than this? 

18 THE DISTILLBB BKNEFITTEDT 
Althou^ there m^ be, and are many men, 
who are wealttay, that have been engaged in dit- 
tilling and vending, yet how few have mad* 
(heir pn^erty.by thia business. At the preaeot 
day, when tha temperance reform is preaalng 
npoB tha distiller, with giant power, and allbangh 
tha number of diitilleries ttoBly about one sixdl 
as large aa Ibrmerly, and the number in most of 
Ihe other states hai diminished at about the niu 
rataa, yet the tiilure ofdistillen has become al- 



CHAPTER XII. 



THE EFFECTS OF INTEMPERANCE ON REPUBLICAN 

GOVERNMENT. 



Republican government is emphatically the 
government of the people. And it is a maxim 
ten thousand times repeated^ and as triie and im- 
portant as it is old and trite, that '< Its main pil- 
lars are virtue and intelligence." The people 
must be virtuous, or corruption will infect the 
sources of power, and the streams of justice will 
become corrupt, and its administration be par- 
tial — will look more to individual aggrandize- 
ment and emolument than to the general weal. 
Unless the people are intelligent, they cannot 
understand the principles of government — can- 
not understand their rights, or know how to der 
fend them when invaded — cannot understand the 
reciprocal duties of governors and governed? 

And what effect has the use of intoxicating 
drinks upon the morals? All the facts I have 
obtained in my examination of prisons, bear di- 
rectly on this question. In examining those sta- 
^ tistics, you find either from a cursory or more 
I critical investigation, that^ the great mass of 
. crime is justly attributable to this prolific parent 
of corruption. A great share of the jails through 
our country wQuld be without a tenant, were 
there no intoxicating drinks made use of. 
** Against the peace and dignity of the people jaf 
the state of" &c., is the stereotype form of in- 
dictment in cases of crime, and yet flie same 
courts often times, that gravely sit to try these 
cases <' against the peace and dignity of the peo- 
ple," license the sale of that which fills their 
criminal calendar with business for them to try. 
And it is not unfrequent that the jurors or the 
judges, are themselves the venders. 

In districts in Ireland, where the temperance 
reform has so signally triumphed, the business 
of their criminal courts, which had been enor- 
mous, has been almost annihilated. 

The influence of intemperance on the other 
"main piZ/ar"^— the intelligence of the people — 
may be seen in our poor-houses. See there, 
hosts of wretched children, who have lived, and 
but for public charity, will grow up, in igno- 
rance, have been prevented obtaining the very 
rudiments of education by ^the pnoverty of tlpiir 
parents, consequent upon their intemperate ha- 
bits. The earnings of the father which would 



otherwise have paid the school teacher, 
gone into the pocket of the liquor seller, 
deed, the great mass of the children in 
northern and eastern states, that have toi 
the advantages of a common school educi 
are the children of the drunkard. 

In proportion then as the facilities for ol 
ing liquor are increased — ^in proportion aa 
rendered respectable to sell, and the vendei 
tected by law, will be the amount drank — a 
that proportion drunkenness will prevail 
its ordinary attendant evils — money and 
spent, families reduced to poverty — childri 
prived of education — intelligence dimini 
and people disqualified for discharging the 
ties as citizens of a free government. 

The whole liquor selling business is the 
Anti-Republican, 

Facts to this point. In Dublin, in 1841, 
the effects of the temperance reform began 
seen, $128,000 more were deposited in the 
ings Bank than in 1840, and the number o 
positors increased, 1,178. The diminutic 
the revenue deriv^ from the sale of liquor 
$500,000 in the first year of the temperanc 
form. What must have been the diminuti 
the money paid for liquor, when the goverti 
tax was half a million of dollars? 

It has been saiid by a gentlemen of mnc 
'lent and observation, that had the work c 
temperance gone on without any check, as 
previous to the temperance reform, instes 
numbering as we do, about 17,000,000 
should probably not have, had a populati 
exceed 16,000,000. This computation c 
be far from the truth. 

Here then, the patriot may find a d 
which should enlist all his energies, in cai 
forward this great reform, a miujon of 

SAVED BT THIS GLOBIOUS ENTERFBISE I ! ! 

philanthropist will exclaim, '< what an im 
amount of human misery has thus been pr 
ed ! ! Yes, and while the christian ui^ite 
both in their rejoicing, he will, remem\^ 
that " no drunkard can inherit the kingd^, 
God, add, <Oiow many souls have been « 
from the pangs of the second death! P 



CHAPTER XIII. 

TEMPERANCE REFORM FAVORABLE TO THE PROGRESS OF RE- 
LIGION. 



Althou]^h men may entirely abstain from in- 
toxicating drink; and yet be infidels in senti- 
ment, yet there is nothing in temperance mear 
"Bures calculated to make Uiem so. On the con- 
trary successful efforts to promote temperance, 
have very often been followed by revivals of 
l^ligion. l*his was remarkably the case in the 
first years of the temperance reform. Instances 
might be adduced almost indefinitely. In west- 
em New-York the connection was very often 
^observed and published. 

[ In Vevay^ a little town in Indiana, which had 
.been very noted for its immorality — a very de- 
cided and successful effort was made to promote 
temperance in the winter of 1840-41. Multi- 
tudes at once enlisted in the cause, and gave 
their names to tiie pledge — and while it was yet 
^oing forwartl, a revival commenced which 
£nally embraced, inits hallowing influence, al- 
snost the whole population — producing an entire 
itransformation in the moral character of the 
•place. 

At a paper-making establishment, some thirty 
tmiles from Cincinnati, the owner being on a 
-visit to that city, and hearing a temperance ad- 
■Iress,' at once adopted temperance principles^^ 
"Went home^ established a society among his 
laborers, of tvhom there were about forty. In 
m few months after liquor had been banished 
l^om the premises, a revival commenced, and as 
iihe result, every adult belonging to the estab- 
Hishment and village, except two, became hope- 
i^lly pious. 

i In a city which I have recently visited, and 

here a very large proportion of the inebriates 

ad reformed — they established a reading-room, 

here some of them might be seen at aH&ost all 

ours of the day and eyening, proikttbly dngag- 

d in reading. Quite a number haye become 

emb'irs of the church. 

One of them told me that he — though not pl- 
us — called, on Sabbath morning, at the read- 
g-room and beat up for volunteers to attend 
hurch. Got six with him — some of the six 
e now praying men. Two of the churches 
(ly would give notice, on ' the . Sabbath, for 
mperance lectures. The revival has been al- 
ost confined to their congregations, and they 
ve had an accession of some 200 members. 



On $abbath night, when some thirty or forty 
of these reformed men were in the reading- 
room, a calculation was made by them of the 
amount they would have expended on that day 
for liquor in former times, and the result was, 
that at least twenty-five dollars would have been 
thus spent. 

Their morals were much improved, and they 
wer^, to say the least, in a far more favorable 
state, and more likely to become pious, than 
while intemperate — so that, although temperance 
is not religion, it is not opposed to it. Reason- 
ing with a man on temperance does not render 
him less disposed to hear you on the other two 
infinitely important points, << righteousness and a 
judgment to come." 

In North Wales, Eng., where intemperahce 
had long prevailed to a very great degree, 
temperance societies, on the principle of total 
abstinence, were established four or five years 
ago, and the work of reform went forward with 
great power. Soon their societies numbered 
100,000— next 200,000, and in the course of two 
years, twice the last mentioned number of mem- 
bers was reported. A powerful revival of re- 
ligion commenced, and went forward, and ex- 
tended until every church and society in that 
part of the Principality was reached by its 
blessed influences — a vast number were gathered 
into the churches, and at the last accounts which 
have come under my notice, the. revival still 
progressed, and had extended also into South- 
Wales. 

But look at the great number of the recently 
reformed inebriates whose conversion from in- 
temperance to sobriety, was the immediate pre- 
cursor to their hopeful conversion to humble 
followers of Christ. And here Jet them feel is 
their only sure reliance, that He who has thus 
far enabled them to triumph, can alone keep 
them steadfast unto the end. ^ 

The reformed drunkard, at the south — a man 
of high standing — who carried, for two or three 
years, a loaded pistol in his pocket, resolved to 
commit suicide if he should once relapse, was 
the truly Wise man, when,on reflection, he threw 
himself on his knees and committed his ways 
unto the Lord — looking to Him for strength to 
resist temptation, and keep him from falling. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



WHAT IS THE REMEDY FOR INTEMPERANCE I 



Answer. As intoxication is produced by al- 
coholic drinks, just persuade people to abandon 
their use, and the work is done. 

But can we expect to prevail upon the whole 
community — upon the people generally^ to adopt 
the principle of total abstinence? 

Past experience must answer this question. 

And what answer does past experience give? 

Let us see. How long have measures been 
in operation calculated, and expressly designed, 
to promote the temperance cause? 

The first decided movement in the state of N« 
York, was made in 1827. That year Kittredge's 
address was republished at Canandaigua; and, in 
the following winter, an edition of 10,000 copies 
was issued from the press of the Rochester Ob- 
server; and a few . months after, the same press 
sent forth another edition of the same amount. 

Thus the great work commenceil at the west, 
apparently unconnected with the previous move- 
ment in Massachusetts, where temperance so- 
cieties had existed, and the American Tempe- 
rance Society had been organized, two or three 
years before. 

To decide what has been done, we must com- 
pare the customs of the past with those of the 
present day. 

Fifteen years ago common civility required 
you to treat your friend, whether he called upon 
you as a visitor or on business. Now, an offer 
of liquor would be considered as an insult. For- 
merly, liquor was considered indispensable at a 
marriage, birth, or funeral. Now,at a marriage, 
wine is occasionally seen; at a birth, very rare- 
ly; at a funeral, never. Formerly, the fkrmer 
must have it in his field, and the mechanic in 
his shop. Now, it is banished almost universal- 
ly from both. Formerly, the merchant must 
have his bottle siding on his counter, in order 
to attract customers and induce them to trade. — 
Now, instead of attracting, it would repel every 
respectable customer. 

It is doubtless true, that some of our mer- 
chants, who do not keep the bottle on the coun- 
ter, still keep it back in some dark place where 
those of their customers who desire it, may go 
in private and drink their fill. Thus playing 
the hypocrite themselves, and making hypo- 
crites of their customers. This, however, shows 
the power of public opinion — the bottle is put 
out of sight. 

A few years ago, ecclesiastical bodies could 
not meet to transact the business of their res])ec- 
tive denominations, without having liquor pro- 
vided for their entertainment. Ministers, offi- 



cers and private members, used it more or lets 
freely. Now, it would be considered the gross- 
est slander to charge a minister with drkiking 
liquor. Formerly, the smallest building, where 
the assistance of neighbors was required, could 
not be put up without liquor. Now,in New Eng- 
land or New- York, vrhefe is liquor provided at 
a raising? 

Formerly, at huskings and bees of every de- 
scription, nothing could be done without the 
aid of the bottle. Now almost univenally tea, 
or coffee, or other unintoxicating drinkii^ are the 
substitute. 

Formerly, at every public gathering, liquor 
was indispensable. Now, immense gatherings 
for political purposes even, are seen, where in- 
toxicating drinks are not used, and a drunkard 
not seen. Formerly, the fourth of July, only 
afforded an occasion for drunkenness, riot and 
excesses of every description. Now, tempe- 
rance celebrations of the glorious fourth, are 
the order of the day. What scenes of the gross- 
est drunkenness and revelry were generally seen 
in this city, (Albany) in former years. What a 
blessed, cheering contrast did the last fourth of 
July exhibit! Although a larger assemblage 
was perhs^s never witnessed here, on that oc- 
casion, I saw but one person intoxicated, al- 
though I traversed the streets and lanes, and 
searched diligently for them. No riot — no dis- 
order. 

Formerly, the children and youth of our 
land were greatly exposed by the drinking usa- 
ges of that day to contract habits of intempe- 
rance. Now, the children and youth, forming 
a vast << cold water army," are seen with their 
temperance badges, ranged under the cold wa- 
ter standard, ib^ing cold water songs, or list- 
ening to cold water addre8ses,or such instruction 
as is calculated to excite feelings of patriotism 
and guard and confirm their moral principles. — 
Last year there were in this city 236 licensed 
grocers, now not one. Diminution in taverns 
only six. 

Formerly in walking the streets of Albany, 
not only was the degraded gutter drunkard to 
be met with at every turn, but the fiery visages 
and carbuncled noses of '^ gentleman of pro* 
perty and standing" were common and conspi- 
cuous objects. Now, not one of the latter class 
can be seen. Some, it is true, are to be met 
with, from whose visages the deep impressions 
made by their former habits have ndt been wholly 
obliterated, but these now are rather to be viaw- 
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^^^t MR. DELA VAN'S REPLY. 

" ro s,„„., c^-:^Z Sr"' ''"' ""* ''*'■ 

•ulive conmmlee ..r ihe New-Yort SUle Tern. 
ii^ Tnl. ^*'l •""'' '""■■ »toti.tieal report on 
Ills and i>oor-homB«, Qim they printed, while I 
rasa membBF of ihal commirtai. innAiin 1 

iS "".'^'=*' W .""r koon-lejge, been 'ques 
•rtat i.^",!""'""" WPlralioe, trot 

SSi?r »»,."""«»i«»i., I. f.[u,r.ii,„ 

■Jre ciiifi I "^ . J** *"" ttuUieaiicaleil is lo in. 
rfiumeiit'ta°^hi'"'"''^^"''""'*"P'**e'l^l 
,L. t.^ ""^y herelofore aiUuced in 

"toio:*™".".'' I""™'" pri«,ljS.r 



had retnnu ««i( m* nr »k> ui. 

. ■^"*"™ »™i me Of the like cnrnpier am? .'_ 

•r,;."j'i"„"ru,tri' ?%'""""<"""•'. 
^^f^ruriTinSr^-srH 

beer, arreste-l, «,a induce the wh^ '^ - 



w about 



in ye; 



™J b, in'mpele. ^, oS",'^" "'■• 

jteb,™ „„ .,„„ „„i„„„; ™^ y; 

uiw an eiaBfferation. Four yesra afier ii «.,. 
feni, lie waa so olTencied wltli the auiiooBed ev 

i'"™.. ■,'»' to a-irh. he SHe,.; 

"me 1,; • '*,y"°" "'"■ "» (rom 

Ken^L^?"? °" "•'• ""ideatta,, 

Jcearred ,n Uie town or hi. residence-the 

^-ft«<n(i/-n.« rfaa,Aa_NlNETHEN 

B.iJllK[ and he remarlced -had I not 

fc?!,/- -^i yo""- ori^-inai opinion loo. 
Since then I hare (reiiuentiy | 



o'iim "iT; T,T°," "" '"'°'" TO""i«hlir 
I " ""'P' Ihe lolal ab«linenco niincinlo. J^ 
|5TOd.«,ii,lielo.Tto,h,ii..,i;„r™''""" <" 

^I ,y,!M? r^ ''^■■"OK. and be re-published 

-upended m preparbg it. ' " 

, "'•'«" youfiratiulimated your deaien of mat 
WMld be well UmeJ-wouKi rnmi.h ju,t euch 
^m.™ ""EgeMioti. «> might be uwf^ to th^ 
nume™™ class, who, ha^-iug reeemiy abando^ 
ed their intemperate hnbite, are now >o „„bi^ 
-"^^bly and efficiently laboring to refoS 

eonn«led"Jkh"tlI ^?"' ''"'"' "" '^^ q"*""""* 
connected nith the tempenUKe enterprise, wil 
be received with favor, and examined with can 
dor by the public. It JB only by free and b^ 
ft exproMion of opinion, aid discussion c^n 
ducted tn a kind and christian .piritTlha" c^ 
neouBviewsaDdprejudiccscanbercmoFcd. Bv 
MT* '' f" P^^e^ering tne of those means and 

I Ml cannot be doubUul; and by the uk of tad, 

I am, my dear air, 

truly and (incenely your friend, 
EDWARD C. DELAVAN. 
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